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Introduction

Hello there, and welcome to life on the waterways. If you’re not living 
afloat yet I sincerely hope that this guide will give you more of an insight 
into full time life on board a narrowboat, and if you are a full time 
liveaboard, let me know so that I can include your case study in a future 
publication.

In case we haven’t met before, let me tell you a little more about myself 
and how I ended up living inside a 62’ long steel tube bobbing about on 
the waterways of England and Wales. Actually, that’s not quite true. I 
don’t see anywhere as much of the waterways network as I would like.

There are two types of liveaboard narrowboat owners; the lucky few who 
live a nomadic lifestyle cruising in a leisurely fashion along the country’s 
waterways and those who live on static moorings on either the canal or 
riverside or fully serviced marinas. I am one of the latter. It’s a necessary 
evil at the moment. I still need to earn my daily crust so I have to be 
close to my place of work in order to do so.

Don’t get me wrong, I absolutely love where I moor. I live on a very 
comfortable boat in a beautiful spot. The marina grounds extend to 110 
acres, much of it landscaped. There are two marinas here totalling just 
over ten acres. My marina has a tree covered island at its centre. That’s 
behind me. In front of me I have open fields and spectacular evening 
sunsets. There’s a grassy peninsula fringed by reeds on the boat’s port 
side.

It’s not unusual for me to glance out of the window while cooking to see a 
kingfisher perched on a bulrush, a crested grebe emerge triumphantly 
from the icy depths with a small roach in its mouth or, in the heat of the 
summer, a battleship sized carp cruising sedately through the shallows.

The site is surrounded by thirty two different species of tree, over 8,000 
in total. There’s oak, ash, alder, silver birch, wild cherry, hornbeam, field 
maple, sycamore and three different types of willow. For a little colour in 
the winter we have larch, Douglas fir, Scots pine, red cedar and a solitary 
Chilean pine.

During the spring and early summer the wildflowers in the meadows and 
on the banks surrounding the marinas are stunning. After the first wave 
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of hardy snowdrops and daffodils, moorers here are treated to wave after 
wave of flowery colour. The display is breathtaking.

Both the location and the lifestyle suit me at the moment. I need to earn 
a daily crust, but what a place to do it. I work as a groundsman here 
tending the 110 acres that make up the site. I spend all day, every day 
outside. I wouldn’t have it any other way.

During the warmer months, the months that pass for a summer in the UK, 
I have my hands full just keeping the site neat and tidy. There are acres 
of grass to cut and strim and hundreds of willow to keep in check. It’s a 
full time job just dealing with the grass but I also have the pleasure of 
moving boats around the marina for fitters and engineers, preparing the 
fleet for holiday hirers and instructing them how to use their floating 
holiday home, transporting engines to and from marinas and boatyards 
around the country and a hundred other pleasant and undemanding 
tasks.

It’s a far cry from my previous life as a stressed business owner where I 
spent most of my time hunched over a computer agonising over budget 
issues and problems with an ever growing number of employees. I started 
my business so that I could build enough equity in it to spend as much 
time as I wanted taking life easy and enjoying the countryside that I love. 
Eventually the business failed when I became too ambitious, too greedy. 
But I don’t mind. In fact, I’m very grateful.

The failure of the business resulted in bankruptcy and the failure of a 
marriage that hadn’t been working for many years. I moved out of the 
matrimonial home and onto a narrowboat that had seen better days.

After I finally accepted that ten years of working eighty hours a week had 
resulted in debts of tens of thousands of pounds that I had no chance of 
repaying, and after Revenue and Customs had confirmed that opinion in 
no uncertain terms, I withdrew from business life to lick my wounds.

At the time my son, Blake, was working weekends at a local marina 
cleaning holiday boats. The first time I collected him from work I entered 
a whole new world. The entrance to the marina was stunning and when I 
reached the wharf area, it was alive with boats and their owners 
refuelling, buying provisions or, disgustingly to me at the time, having 
their toilets pumped out. The people there were both relaxed and happy. I 
loved it.



I persuaded Roger Preen, the marina owner, to allow me to work on the 
grounds part time. Part time because full time. I experienced my first 
winter at the marina, and the joy of slipping off a pier through a thin crust 
of ice into the shallow and very muddy water beneath. The work was hard 
but rewarding and such a pleasure after the stress of dealing with a failing 
business.

I March 2010 my marriage reached its nadir. I decided to move out of the 
home we shared but had nowhere to go. Because of my bankruptcy I had 
no savings. Because I earned very little at the marina I couldn’t afford 
conventional accommodation. I didn’t know what to do.

I noticed a scruffy narrowboat moored on Calcutt’s new Meadows marina. 
The boat’s faded and peeling paint looked out of place on the stunning 
mooring on the west side of the marina backed by an acre island and 
facing the setting sun. I was told that it belonged to marina owner Roger 
and that he hadn’t used it for many years.

After a number of meetings with Roger and his wife Rosemary, they 
agreed that I could rent the boat from them until I found somewhere 
“proper” to live. It was a stopgap for me, somewhere to live until I could 
afford something better. After all, who wants to live on a boat?

Two and a half years later, I’m still here. The boat is much changed. The 
old perished and leaking wooden top has been over plated with steel. I 
took the boat out of the water in April 2012 to paint the hull and then 
spent a very interesting three weeks painting the rest of the exterior. The 
interior damp has been cured, the engine’s fighting fit and the cabin is 
warm and cosy.

Today, I am proud to be a liveaboard boater. My initiation into narrowboat 
life was by necessity rather than by choice but now I wouldn’t have it any 
other way.

Of course, your situation is going to be different. At least I hope it is. I 
hope you decide to buy a narrowboat to live on because the lifestyle 
appeals to you rather than thinking it’s going to be a cheaper alternative 
than living in a bricks and mortar home. 

A liveaboard narrowboat may be cheaper to buy than a house or even a 
flat, but the running costs are probably more than you think. Some boat 
owners who invest in a narrowboat to live cheaply keep the costs down by 
not only avoiding mooring charges by shuffling from one temporary 



mooring to another in the same geographical vicinity, but also by not 
buying a waterways license.

The Canal and River Trust is clamping down on illegally moored and 
unlicensed boats so more and more of them are receiving penalty notices 
from dedicated teams of roving inspectors. I was talking to one such boat 
owner recently. He runs an established and well known local floating 
bicycle repair shop/boat. He’s been living on his narrowboat for twenty 
years and trading from it on and off for about ten years. He claims to 
have a trading license but admits that he doesn’t have a permanent 
mooring to trade from. It’s against the Trust rules, so he’s agreed to stop 
trading rather than face further action. 

He’s going to continue trading from an industrial unit close to the canal 
but can’t afford to pay for a residential mooring so that he can live close 
to his new place of work. He says that he’s going to have to sell his boat 
and live on the mezzanine floor above the workshop. It’s going to break 
his heart but knows he’s lucky to have avoided the wrath of the canal 
authorities for so many years.

Before you consider buying a narrowboat to live on, you need to know the 
costs involved including the cost of licensing and mooring your boat. You 
don’t want to invest a substantial amount of cash in a narrowboat to 
discover that, like the bicycle repair man, you can’t afford to keep it on 
the cut.  I have published a separate guide, Living on a Narrowboat; The 
REAL Cost of a Life Afloat. It’s an essential read for prospective 
narrowboat owners and the perfect companion to this guide.

I have started this guide with my own case study of narrowboat James 
then, because I can’t count, my own experience is followed by that of 
twenty two more liveaboard narrowboat owners. In the second section I 
have grouped all of the answers together and included a conclusion if 
there’s one to be drawn.

I hope this guide gives you a clearer picture of the pros and cons of life on 
a narrowboat and encourages you to join an ever growing number of 
people who have switched from bricks and mortar to steel and water.

http://products.livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/
http://products.livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/


A Case Study of Liveaboard Narrowboat James

This is my own boat, James. Some boaters will tell you that 
I’m not a “proper” liveaboard boater. I’m moored in a 
marina with access to an unlimited water supply and 
mains electricity. The location and the lifestyle suit me 
though and may suit you if you’re considering switching 
to a full time life afloat.

James on its mooring at Calcutt Boats Meadows marina 

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

Paul Smith and my wonderful partner Sally, plus the two spaniels that 
came with the Sally package; Charlie, a seven year old springer, and 
Daisy, a three year old cocker.

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat



I was working at Calcutt Boats at a time when my marriage was on the 
rocks. I needed somewhere to stay and James, which then belonged to 
marina owner Roger Preen, was moored at the marina but wasn’t being 
used. I moved on board temporarily, fell in love with the boat and the way 
of life, bought the boat from them and have lived on board ever since.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

James. I inherited the name. I have tried to trace its origin but James is 
thirty five years old and the original owner has sadly passed away.

What is your boat length and style?

James is 62′ with a traditional stern. From the front; well deck with 
removable table for al fresco summer dining, saloon with solid fuel stove, 
dining area, galley, “office” (can be converted into three bunk beds), 
bathroom, bedroom and engine room.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

Since April 2010

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

I’m on the boat all day, every day. I work at the marina where James is 
moored so I often pop back to the boat at lunchtime for a bite to eat. I 
love lunchtimes during the summer months when I can sit in the sunshine 
on the front deck and listen to the wind and the birds.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

I’m a groundsman at the marina. I love it. There are 110 acres to look 
after including over 8,000 trees surrounding the two marinas. It’s a 
wonderful place to work at any time of the year, but in the spring and 
early summer when I spend all day walking through carpets of 
wildflowers, it’s magical.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

One of the most frequently asked questions directed at narrowboat 
liveaboards is “Is it cold in winter?” The stock response is a laugh and an 
assurance that the boat is always snug and warm. Nothing could have 
been further from the truth during my first winter. James is thirty five 
years old with cabin sides and roof clad in Masonite (oil treated ply). 
Beneath this was a half inch layer of polystyrene insulation. The boat 



hadn’t been used much in the previous decade so was cold, damp and 
looking a little the worse for wear. The heating system on board was a 
single solid fuel stove with back boiler positioned right at the front of the 
boat. The combination of one of the coldest winters on record (minus 
eighteen one night), inefficient heating and poor insulation meant that I 
was sometimes very cold in the winter months. On numerous occasions I 
would resort to two fleece tops and a fleece hat inside the boat to try and 
stay warm.

The following winter was completely different. The weather was 
exceptionally mild and, at the end of 2011, I had a new steel cabin fitted 
over the existing Masonite. I had insulation sandwiched between the two 
layers. The solid fuel stove and back boiler still struggle to heat the rear 
of the boat but, on the whole, I am now very comfortable with the winter 
weather.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

I absolutely love being on the boat in the summer. In the evening I can’t 
wait to return to the boat after a hard day’s work, make myself a cup of 
coffee, grab my Kindle and sit on the front deck for an hour or two and 
watch nature at its best. I have bench seats on the front deck and a table 
that can be fitted between them. There’s nothing better than a good meal 
in the sunshine, a drop or two of red wine and the company of our 
resident swans. It really is heaven on Earth.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

I am in the process of changing a number of things. I’ve had a steel cabin 
fitted over the existing Masonite, fitted a new cratch cover and completed 
numerous internal cosmetic alterations. I still need to upgrade the 
electrics so that I can have mains power when I am off the mooring and 
upgrade from cassette to pump out toilet. In an ideal world I would also 
stretch the boat to add another eight feet of cabin space so I could fit a 
washing machine/dryer. Unfortunately, I can’t afford for the work to be 
done and I can’t afford to further upgrade the electrics to provide power 
for a washing machine. I guess I’ll just have to rely on laundrettes for the 
foreseeable future.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?



This doesn’t really apply to me as I’m not a “proper” liveaboard boater. I 
have a car parked next to the boat at the marina so shopping is no 
problem.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

As above. The marina has shower block complete with two washing 
machines and a dryer.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

I have a Thetford Porta Potti, a cassette toilet. They are the cheapest of 
the narrowboat toilets and the easiest to install. You just find a space 
large enough and plonk it on the floor.

There are pros and cons to using a cassette toilet, just as there are pros 
and cons to using a pump out toilet. I would prefer a pump out toilet but 
there’s quite a bit of work involved in retro fitting the stainless steel waste 
tank, so I make do with the Porta Potti.

The main advantages of the cassette type are the cost saving and the 
ability to use the toilet in the coldest winter weather. A pump out toilet 
needs emptying at a pump out station periodically at a cost of £15-£20 a 
time. The cassette is free to empty at an Elsan point (an open drain into 
the sewage system). A pump out toilet is a problem to use when the 
water is frozen and the boat can’t be moved to a pump out station. The 
Porta Potti cassette can be carried off the boat if the boat is frozen to its 
mooring.

Another disadvantage of the cassette toilet, particularly the very basic 
Porta Potti, is that the flush facility delivers just a gentle trickle of water 
rather than a cleansing stream. Consequently, we tend to use our toilet 
just for having a wee. The more serious stuff is saved for the marina toilet 
block.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

I have a 3 dongle. I’m very happy with the service. It’s always good 
enough to send and receive emails, browse the internet and add/edit site 
content. Most of the time the signal is strong enough to allow me to 
stream TV programmes from BBC iPlayer. I use their Pay As You Go 
service which costs me £25PCM for 7GB.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?



I haven’t done much cruising to be honest but I love the South Oxford 
canal from Napton Junction through Banbury to Oxford where the canal 
meets the Thames. I love the contrast between the narrow and congested 
winding canal followed by an almost agoraphobic feeling when you slip 
out onto the oh-so-wide Thames at Oxford.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

As I mentioned earlier, mains power is currently a problem for me when 
I’m off the mooring. I don’t have an inverter fitted yet but will do within 
the next few months.

Is your boat ever cold in winter?

Yes, at least it is at the far end of the boat. James has a traditional layout 
with the solid fuel stove at the front of the boat in the seating area. It’s 
the area that needs the most heat because it’s the place where Sally and 
I sit down to relax. Because we’re sitting almost motionless, we need 
more heat to keep us warm.

The stove keeps the front two thirds of the boat warm. The bathroom and 
the bedroom, which is at the rear next to the engine room, are usually 
quite cold. It’s never a problem because they only time we’re spending 
any length of time in the bathroom is when we’re having a hot shower. 
The bedroom is quite chilly, but we have a four season duvet which keeps 
us toasty warm even on the coldest nights.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Look very carefully at the storage space offered by your potential new 
boat. I see many narrowboats advertised as suitable liveaboards but they 
wouldn’t suit me. I live with Sally and two dogs on a 62′ traditional stern 
narrowboat with a 47′ cabin. James has an enormous amount of storage 
space. There are thirty one cupboards and drawers (I’ve just counted) 
plus a wardrobe and all the storage space in the engine room. We don’t 
have much in the way of clothing or possessions but  still fill most of the 
storage space. If you are planning to live on board with a significant other 
and/or you want to keep plenty of clothes at hand, think very carefully 
about how you’re going to manage.

What’s far more important than worrying about the space on board is to 
actually find out whether you’ll enjoy the lifestyle. Before you commit to 



the largest purchase you’re ever likely to make after your house, at least 
try out the lifestyle first. And don’t just try it during the idyllic summer 
months if you can remember what they are supposed to be like. Hire a 
boat in the depths of the winter and see how you get on with the wind 
howling and the rain lashing against the windows. Personally, I love being 
on the boat when the weather’s doing its worst outside, but it’s not for 
everyone.



Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Willow

I first met Hilary and Graeme in March or April 2012 when 
they hired a boat at Calcutt with the intention of buying 
their own boat before they handed the hire boat back and 
then cruise for the rest of the spring and summer. It was 
quite an ambitious undertaking, but they managed it. 
Here’s their story.

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

I am Dr. Hilary Rhodes, now retired but I was design and multimedia 
teacher in a state TAFE (Technical and Further Education) college in New 
South Wales, Sydney, Australia. My partner Graeme is a practicing 
musician specialising in early music (Renaissance

Winding a paddle on the Welford Arm lock 
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and medieval). We both play and sing, and used to do quite a lot of 
private gigs. My website is here and you can visit it for more information.

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

I was always interested in changing landscapes. I was born in England, 
but my parents took me to the then Union of South Africa when I was 
three and some months. I was always fascinated by maps and my 
surroundings, and when our plane took off (BOAC Constellation, a 
classic), the first thing I said was: “Mummy, look, maps!” I lived in 
Johannesburg, South Africa for many years, but like my mother, always 
wanted to go back to England. Eventually, when I returned for to England 
for the second time, after having lived in Cambridge for a short six 
months, I lived and worked in London in 1973.

During that time, I worked in Cricklewood, not far from the Paddington 
Arm of the Grand Union Canal. I was so fascinated by the canal, I used to 
take my bicycle down to the towpath every good weather day, and cycle 
past the gasometer and Kensal Green Cemetery. I always wondered how 
far the canals went, and whether one could keep on walking/cycling on 
the towpath forever! One day I walked and cycled where possible, all the 
way down to Little Venice. I saw some live aboard boats there at the time, 
but there were very few, and I certainly never saw any travelling along 
the then derelict canals!

Later on, when I emigrated to Australia (in the days when a British Citizen 
could just walk in with a TB clearance), in 1974, I fell in love with the 
weather, and Sydney harbour as I am a water person, having travelled by 
boat, and that is how I arrived in Australia after an overland journey from 
London to Singapore. I used to take a little ferry across the harbour for 
many years when I worked in the city. Still, I longed to go back to 
England, but I had settled in Australia, and went to technical college and 
university there.

Melbourne University Publishing published my pictorial book, Virtual 
Voyages into Virtual landscapes which included multimedia a DVD 
production, https://estore.mup.com.au/items/9780522852035. I created 
sixteen virtual environments representing places I had visited, or 
remembered seeing in film. Such was my fascination with travel and 
being in different geographical locations. This was an outcome of my 
thesis about my work and the creation of virtual landscapes using fractals.

http://hilofoz.com/


Meanwhile, I was teaching and lecturing after my years of work in 
drawing offices and illustration studios. I was getting near to retirement, 
and we went overseas twice, and the first time early 2007, we had spent 
ten days on the South Oxford canal from Lower Heyford on a tiny 
Oxfordshire Narrowboat named Radcot. We had such a lovely adventure 
that we decided to travel on the inland waterways on the next trip which 
was in 2010, and we decided to hire a boat to travel the Llangollen canal 
and cross the mighty Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and travel along the 
Shroppie. We loved it so much, we were very sad to leave. This is when 
we began toying with the idea of buying our very own narrowboat, so that 
we could travel anywhere on the system and as long as we wished, 
without having to turn back.

I retired this year, and had enough saved up to buy a second hand boat of 
reasonable quality. The idea would be to keep our house in Australia, and 
live on the boat during the Australian winter and enjoy the UK spring and 
summer months. We arrived in Calcutt in March, and in two weeks, we fell 
in love with a boat Paul and Russ introduced us to: NB Willow. A twenty 
year old Colecraft boat, fitted out by Calcutt. I had been looking at several 
boats on the internet, but there were very few that we were interested in. 
NB Willow was the fourth boat we actually went into and we liked what we 
saw.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?



Willow at Calcutt Boats 

NB Willow was named 20 years ago and the name was so nice, we 
decided to keep it. It suited the boat and we felt she would be upset if we 
changed it. The name we were thinking of, say, if she had been given a 
dreadful name like Cirrhosis of the River or something like that, was Willie 
Byrd, named after a very musical Australian flycatcher called Willy 
Wagtail. The Byrd spelling is also refers to William Byrd the Renaissance 
composer who is one of our favourites, and I would have painted the 
name myself, and illustrated it, but no, NB Willow it stays, and it will 
always be during the time we own her.

Do you have a permanent mooring?

While we are in Australia, our boat is on hardstanding at Debdale Wharf 
Marina, where it is being looked after by Nicky, Mike and the other 
wonderful staff who will protect her while we are in Sydney.

What is your boat style and length

A lovely traditional stern classic boat of 58′

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

Seven months only



How did you finance your boat?

Paid straight out of our savings. I had to keep my eye on the exchange 
rate for months, and transferred the money from Australia straight to 
Calcutt.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

About six months

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Retired, who knows if I do any part time work later, sign painting for 
boats or canal art maybe, or even a music gig perhaps.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

The UK weather when it gets rotten (we are spoiled from living in 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa too long).

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Freedom, the feeling of fellowship on the canals, new and different places 
to visit, canalside pubs, the history, mapping, the excitement and 
challenge of locking. The adventure of it all.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Fix it all up so it is perfect for our needs, we are doing that to the best of 
our ability and with a deal of outside help (Graeme does most of the 
carpentry on the boat), we have had to change a lot of the storage which 
a problem as we had three large suitcases and a few musical instruments. 
We need a new gas stove as well as a fridge that will keep its temperature 
(we have gas one at the moment).

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

Walking to Tescos, Sainsburys and the Co-op. Also, local shops. Great way 
to visit villages and towns. We very rarely take busses. If the weather is 
too rotten, we take a taxi back to near the boat mooring. I lost about 10lb 
during these six months, despite indulging in Tesco Trifles, Syllabub, and 
all the yummy things along the way in the pubs, coffee shops and 
restaurants.



How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

In the bath. After a bath which we have after a long run of the engine 
during a cruise, there is lots of hot water and we wash the clothes in the 
water. Good way to recycle. It is then drained over the bath and then 
hung out to dry in the cratch. If the weather is bad, it dries in the cratch 
and later near the fire.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

A pump-out (pump and dump). Uncomplicated and we found we only had 
to pump out every six weeks! How? By mooring near conveniences, using 
them while visiting supermarkets and pubs.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

I used T Mobile for my iPad when out and about, so I could get directions 
and find my way. I never got lost! I was very happy with my 3 com 
service, and got 10GB a month with their dongle on my Macbook Pro. I 
dangled the dongle on the window near the front of the boat, and most of 
the time the reception was very good. Only place that had a dodgy 
connection was at Crick (must have been the tunnel ghost).

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

This is difficult, but we loved Foxton Locks for the excitement and the 
view. The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct on the Llangollen is also unforgettable. 
Birmingham navigations (BCN) is real adventure. I love all the industrial 
architecture and the excitement of Brummagem.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

The Perkins D3 Engine alternator. Not much electricity is used, and we can 
survive without starting the motor or without being connected to an 
external generator or power supply for four to five days. Our lights are 
now all LEDs and the computer as well as many other electrical appliances 
are powered on the 12V system. We have one starter motor battery and 
two domestics.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

We have not been on NB Willow in winter, but certainly during the early 
months we could keep warm with the Morsø Squirrel solid fuel stove. 



Plenty of wood around floating in the canal and sitting on the towpath for 
free, and the smokeless ovals last a very long time.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

It is a wonderful adventure, but it is worth reading up a lot about it before 
you decide to buy your own boat. Certainly hire one first. It is a cross 
between buying a house and car. Really, like a caravan. Watch out for 
serious stuff like rust, and try to test all things before committing 
yourself. Buy from a reputable dealer, broker or marina, a place that cares 
about boats.



A Case Study Of Liveaboard Mischief

I love life on a narrowboat but there are those who prefer the 
extra three or four feet in width that a wide beam offers. 
Paul and Allayne Roper fall into that category. Here’s 
what they think of life afloat… and how Allayne’s cancer 
affects their way of life.

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

We are Paul and Allayne Roper and have two cats Pandi and Phoenix – our 
family.

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

My husband wanted a change of lifestyle and his love is the sea and 
always wanted at some point to live near the sea again. A friend of ours 
heard about Paul’s interest and as he lives on a narrow boat, he asked us 
down to view his and it all took off from there. We do not regret our life 
on our wide beam one bit.



A
llayne on wide beam Mischief 

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Our boat’s name is Mischief. It was already named but we felt that this 
summed us quite admirably and the cats too, being such adorable 
mischievous fellows.

Do you have a permanent mooring?

Yes we do have a permanent mooring. We were not up for continual 
cruising as this would not be helpful for my husband’s work or my own. 
Having a permanent mooring, wherever you are in the country you at 
least know the mooring is yours. Fees vary from marina to marina but it’s 
where you want to be that counts in the end and what you can afford.

What is your boat style and length

Our boat is 60 ft long and 11 ft wide.

How long have you been a boat owner?

We have been on our boat for just over a year now and my husband took 
to it like a duck to water.



How did you finance your boat?

The selling of the house helped finance the purchase of the boat and left 
us with money over to help with the survey, blackening of the base of the 
boat so it worked out well for us.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

We live on the boat all the time 24/7, with the exception when we go 
away on short breaks or vacation.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Unfortunately not at the moment, as I have been diagnosed with terminal 
cancer of the breast, spine and liver. My husband works, as he is self-
employed.

What do you like least about widebeam life?

Knowing how best to stop the spiders taking up home everywhere you 
look!!

What do you like most about widebeam life?

The peace, lifestyle, and where we are moored. Both my husband and I 
have never slept so well since we moved on board our boat. Life is what 
you make of it, be it on land on water and ours at the moment is good 
indeed.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Moving the stove from where it was position to near the kitchen so when 
the eco fan is in motion, it circulates the heat more fully around the boat.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

We are lucky where we live as there is a mooring on the river for Tesco’s 
and if needed you can moor you boat by the bank and walk through.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

We have a washing machine on board the boat if it was necessary to do 
washing, otherwise, we would go to a launderette or wait until we got 
home to use the facilities in the marina.



What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

We have a normal toilet on board our boat with its own tank which resides 
under the wardrobes in our bedroom. We usually have to do a pump out 
every 6 weeks. We also have a portable chemical toilet for winter use if 
we are unable to move to do a pump out.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

We initially used a fob to connect to the internet but this was not always 
brilliant as we are in a steel boat so reception was not always consistent. 
As we now have a landline, we have broadband now which is great and is 
like being in our old house.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

We have not travelled too far at the moment, being novices to the water 
but down to Henley-on-Thames is a nice journey, through Sonning and all. 
We do have in mind to travel further but with my cancer, it is difficult.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

We have batteries that are charged when we are cruising. However, when 
we are moored up, we are connected to our own source of electricity and 
pay for that on a monthly basis and we have been surprised how little we 
use since moving on the boat.

How warm is your boat in the winter?

We have both, diesel central heating and a multi fuel stove burner which 
burns both coal and logs. Once you get the understanding of how your 
stove works, its is brilliant in keeping your boat sweet and cosy.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a boat?

Visit the Crick Boat Show for a one on one with all the information Crick 
has to offer. Search the web, talk to friends and visit as many boats as 
you can to get an idea of what you really want from your boat. You need 
to view narrow boats, wide beams, barges and cruisers to find out what is 
really for you. You will know when you go on board if it feels home to you 
or not. We went for a wide beam because we enjoy the extra space. Buy a 
2nd hand boat first to see what you like and dislike about it before 
thinking about buying a new boat.



You can find out more about Paul and Allayne’s life afloat here

http://www.cookie17.net/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard The Mothership

Here’s another case study of a couple living in harmony 
together… on separate boats. John and Lowrie offer an 
outstanding example of what you can do if you can’t find a 
decent residential mooring. In this case they built one of 
their own.

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

John and Lowri Keyes, Goldie the Ridgeback hound.

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

I purchased my ship in 2001, because it was the only form of housing I 
could afford at the time for myself and my two children that would enable 
us to live in Oxford, and because I had always wished to return to the life 
afloat since my first job after leaving school, living and working aboard a 
50’ prawn trawler in the Isle of Man for a year 1975/’76. My wife bought 
her 30’ Springer in 2003 whilst studying for her PHD, again because of 
the affordable housing matter. We met whilst fixing our boats up at 
Castlemill Boatyard, Jericho.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

The Mothership and Xophtyk

Do you have a permanent mooring?



The Mothership on a residential mooring on the Thames 

Yes. September 2004 we arrived at a piece of waste ground and 
sometime allotment on a backwater of the Thames, because of the 
pressures being brought to bear on the above mentioned and now derelict 
boatyard by the then owner, BWB. In December 2005 we obtained 
planning permission to create this residential boat marina from the local 
Council, most kindly assisted by the Environment Agency.

What is your boat style and length

70’ narrowbeam Barry Jenkins “Icebreaker”, 30’ Springer.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

11 years and 9 years respectively

How did you finance your boat?

Ancillary Relief, loan

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

All the time

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)



Carpenter and landscape designer, Scientist

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Mildew

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Independence

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Width

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

Bicycles

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Launderette

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

Compost. Yes.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Magmount aerial on steel roof groundplane attached to USB wireless 
dongle. Service is now adequate except in really wet weather, 
notwithstanding a passionate dislike for Orange and all their works!

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

Many, but I would say the woodland stretch by Kirtlington Quarry on the 
South Oxford, but generally we prefer the River Thames all the way from 
Lechlade to Limehouse Ship Lock.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Small amount from PV powering completely separate system that runs 
the water filtration and delivery plant, rest is by means of small modern 
diesel generator. I have never got around to measuring KWH/Litre 



performance, but a Master’s Degree final year student carried out a study 
on the carbon footprints of our boat and others in 2005, revealed that 
centrally generated mains hook-up is considerably greener than making 
one’s own electricity from fossil fuels. IE a smokey 33Hp Lister TS111 
driving an automotive alternator through an old-fashioned voltage 
regulator is not a satisfactory way to create domestic power, unless you 
happen also to be using your engine for propulsion, and be cruising along 
all the time. Constantly cruising is not compatible with going out to work 
in one place – but fine if you are retired or possessed of a job that pays 
you to work from home wherever it might be.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

Warm

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

It is a major commitment, like marriage, and accordingly I would counsel 
any prospective boater to look well beyond the initial romantic attraction 
to the practical nuts and bolts, as well as the politics. Do not buy a cheap 
boat and expect to be able to do it up whilst living on it, and trying to 
earn a living at the same time.

Consider the politics. The politics of a liveaboards’ experience of whatever 
waterways or other authority their patch might be managed by will be as 
much of a determining factor in the quality of life afloat on the inland 
waterways, as all the enabling technologies put together.



A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Lois-Jane

James and Debbie are the wrong side of forty. They have 
decided to enjoy a belated gap year cruising the inland 
waterways of England and Wales. Will the gap year last 
more than a year and can you forgive James for being an 
estate agent?

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

Just us two, that’s James and Debbie Ward

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

First part; we are both just the wrong side of 40 with our daughter Jess 
settled at Winchester Uni. We have a house in Poole Dorset that we have 
just rented out for a year. We used to really like kayaking and walking but 
as jobs got busier leisure time got less. Oh, I’m a bit of a waffler as well



Debs relaxing on the bank next to Lois Jane 

Second part; Wow, the $64k question. We were both really fed up of our 
9-5 (8-8 in my case) sort of corporate work lifestyles and wanted the 
opportunity to see what life and other parts of the UK was all about. We 
have both worked full time since the day we left school and really needed 
our ‘gap year’. We moved to Poole on a whim (I’m that kind of person) we 
had lived in Basingstoke and enjoyed daytrips to the coast. We have no 
family there and no ties so why not look at other parts of the UK to live in 
and seeing the Uk at 3mph sounded like a good start. I guess it would be 
a great opportunity to live on a shoestring to retrain ourselves to live 
within our means rather than spend what we earned. (Did I mention that 
I am a bit of a waffler?)

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

She is called Lois Jane, don’t know why, it was all down to the previous 
owner as was the apples and pears paintings as well. I am sure it all 
means something.

Do you have a permanent mooring?



No we are CC’ers. We plan to get a mooring over winter (Dec, Jan and 
Feb) and get some temporary work.

What is your boat style and length

Lois Jane is a 60ft cruiser stern. Built in 2000 by Alexander boat builders 
and is Sandhills No. 1 boat. She is a gas free boat with a 50hp beta 
marine engine and engine mounted 7kva generator. I have recently added 
4 x 100w solar panels. The layout from stern is – office and electrics, 
bedroom with cross bed, bathroom with airing cupboard for my 
homebrew, galley with breakfast bar, lounge with a Becton arrow stove in 
the corner. The interior is all good quality but I am spending an arm and a 
leg on varnish for the iroko floor and oak panelled walls.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

Picked up the keys about mid Feb 2012 and started sanding, varnishing 
and wandering around saying OMG what have we done.

How did you finance your boat?

An idyllic mooring for Lois-Jane 



Scrimped and saved for a couple of years of a 10 year plan before waking 
up one day and saying ‘we’re going to the bank to re-mortgage the house’ 
I didn’t want to wait another 8 years! My most recent background was 
Estate agency and it’s associated financing so I was able to get quite good 
mortgage rates that meant we would still have a good few hundred pound 
over from the rent we were charging our tenants to live on.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

I should imagine we will be onboard for about 50 weeks of our first year.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Not at the mo, Deb is hoping to do a bit of online admin and I’ve got a 
couple of pin money ideas, but again I want to aim to earn what I need to 
live not fit my lifestyle around what I earn.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Probably not having the postman knocking on the door. Being CC’ers all 
post goes to my mother in law. I will try out the post offices ‘Post 
restante’ soon. but as far as I know businesses like ebay wont send to the 
post office.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

A different view every fortnight from my lounge window. I also like the 
fact that it is a bit quirky, the life style always has an opinion ‘fantastic 
idea’ or ‘b****y idiot’ everyone has an opinion and questions.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Gunwales 2″ higher. I know it’s only a small point but head height with 
the cross bed is a bit too tight!

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

Bike and flat-bed bike trailer with a big plastic box on the back. Deb’s bike 
has a front basket and back rack for quick trips.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

I fitted a mini Zanussi washing machine which has been fantastic



What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

Pump out that lasts the two of us about a month, but we also use a small 
port-a-loo. How can I put this … one for solids and one for liquids to 
maximise the time we can stay in one place.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Mifi by 3. Yes it’s great. £18 per month for 15gb and we can take it out 
walking or cycling to use google maps etc

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

Too early to tell yet but leaving Braunston and surrounding areas felt like 
moving home again, it’s a great area.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

It was a bit of a disaster when we started. Dead batteries meant being 
very careful and charging via the engine for about 3.5 hours (£5ish per 
day) Since then new batteries and 4 x 100w solar panels have cut 
charging down to about an hour and a half (£2ish) which is a massive 
difference. I think we use about 120 amps per day.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

Not thinking about that yet….. still waiting for summer to start!

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Be realistic, it is not always going to be a bed of roses. You have got to 
dig deep into Google to get specific answers as most sites will be quite 
vague with budgets and expenditure. This web site is what I used as the 
basis of all regular costs and I was then able to adjust accordingly like 
‘my boat is newer so better insulated’ etc. I will hopefully post my budget 
and actual costs soon but so far we are not too far out.

You can find out more about James and Debbie’s watery gap year on their 
blog.

http://nb-lois-jane.blogspot.co.uk/
http://nb-lois-jane.blogspot.co.uk/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Ghosties

Rachel isn’t your typical liveaboard narrowboat owner but I 
thought I would include her case study for those of you 
who are worried about making a sudden switch from 
bricks and mortar to steel and water. Rachel splits her 
time between her cottage and her narrowboat on the 
Thames.

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

Rachel ( locally known as The Nice Witch )

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

My Mum and Dad lived on a boat for some time, my Grandmother had a 
boat, my uncle was a Merchant Seaman and I passed my Sea Navigation 
GCSE at school, I thought that rather qualified me to be afloat. I felt it 
was in my blood.

When Dad popped his clogs I thought about doing something sensible 
with my inheritance but bought a 41 year old boat instead. I like a 
challenge and my target was to spend as much time as I could on the 
water. I live and work part of the week on land and the other onboard.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

He was renamed “Ghosties” as soon as I had repainted him. The previous 
name was personal to the former owners, it had to go. I have been 
researching parapsychology for around 30 years and it seemed a good 
name to me, something unusual and it made me smile. The children seem 
to love it as they walk past.



A ghost on the river

Do you have a permanent mooring?

I’m on the river Thames, not too far from Lechlade and I love it. I’ve been 
on a fair few canals but love the river more. The water is deep, debris 
rarely clogs your prop and most days it’s very quiet. There is a flip side, if 
you need a hand you might have to wait a while and there is definitely 
less sense of being in a community. If I was on the boat all of the time, 
I’m sure I’d miss seeing people.

Bulk water is only 10 minutes away at the lock and a pump out, refuse 
facility the next lock down. There is no shore power but I’ve never had a 
problem in the time I’ve been here. I have an inverter, the only thing it 
feeds is the TV. Everything else is 12 volt.

What is your boat style and length

42ft 6 inch Stern Cruiser Springer, born 1969

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

June 2009, 3 years almost to the day



How did you finance your boat?

Dad’s inheritance.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

About half the week when I’m working, more when I’m not. So about half 
the year in all seasons.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

I’m an academic event manager; I organise conferences, seminars, 
lectures and courses in the UK.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Boat snobbery. We haven’t all got £80k to spend on the bathtub of our 
dreams. And being ripped off for substandard work and dodgy diesel.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

The chance to be alone on the river, pull up against a bank, then watch 
the sun go down. Or maybe laying awake while a thunderstorm cracks all 
around you.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

The windows. They’re hideous, old and will cost me a fortune very soon.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

I don’t set off without a full cupboard and when I get to Oxford, there are 
plenty of shops. There’s always Sainsbury’s, Tesco or Asda and they 
deliver pretty much anywhere.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Hand wash if I need to, Laundry if I’m away.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

Cassette loo, very happy. Cheap to run and with a spare cassette, I’ve 
never been caught out.



How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

I’m on Vodafone, which copes with email but there’s no 3G signal so 
YouTube is out but online grocery shopping is possible.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

I love the Thames most of all but Macclesfield was lovely and the Trent 
and Mersey.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

All I need is provided by my engine. I have 1 starter and 3 leisure 
batteries. With mostly 12v usage, battery life is very good.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

When the stove is ticking over it’s lovely and cosy, when it’s not it’s cold. 
Thankfully it’s quite well insulated and keeps in the heat.



A cosy place to spend a wet winter's eve

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Look at lots before you buy and take a friend with more knowledge than 
you. What appeals in the summer may not be as functional in the winter. 
Make sure there’s plenty of storage for clothes as well as fuel. Consider a 
basic engine maintenance course if you’re not mechanically minded, at 
some point you will need to work on the engine – especially if you have 
an older boat. Work out all costs, it’s cheaper than a house to run but it’s 
not always cheap.

If you have a long term medical condition, think twice before buying. 
Being stranded alone is scary and dangerous. I have Crohn’s Disease, 
although very well controlled I don’t live aboard when it flares. You need 
to be very organised with drugs and prescriptions but it can work.

You can find out more about Rachel’s interest in parapsychology here.

http://www.ankhphysicalcircle.info/


A Case Study of Liveaboard Narrowboat Song of the 
Waterways

Living on a narrowboat named by a folk singer, watching 
sunrises and sunsets and practicing a bit of canal side 
crafting; it’s a simple life for Christine and Anton. Would 
it suit you?

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

Christine & Anton

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

We decided after having a boat that we wanted to live on one full time as 
we love the concept of narrowboat living.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Song of the Waterways. It was called that when we bought it and it 
belonged to a folk singer called Jeff Dennison who had named it that.

What is your boat style and length

60 foot traditional with back cabin, vintage engine in engine room and 
long front hold under canvas.



Narrowb
oat Song of the Waterways 

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

4 years with our first boat called Alcantara and 9 years with Song of the 
Waterways

How did you finance your boat?

Deposit and then Boat Mortgage and a loan to do renovations.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

40 weeks.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

We both retired in April 2011

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

It can be tough sometimes, when it is quite a long walk along the towpath 
with heavy gear, we were on the cut during the very bad weather and we 
were needing to run the engine or generator to provide enough electricity 
to run pumps,lights, tv, laptops. Needing to be able to get water, 
emptying the toilet when frozen in.



What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Travelling to different areas, meeting like minded people, living so close to 
nature and the seasons, seeing beautiful sunrises, sunsets, watching the 
rain on the canal. Being in the open.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

We are happy with the boat, we did a lot of research, went to Crick boat 
show looked at a lot of boat layouts and talked to lots of people who lived 
on their boats, before we bought our boat and it had exactly the layout 
we would have had built.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

Anton walks to nearby shops. This can involve several trips with heavy 
items (beer or wine) or use bikes.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

We have a washer/dryer on board which we run when we are travelling. 
We can dry things in the hold or in the engine room if we have travelled. 
In the boatman’s cabin if the back fire is lit.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

We had a macerator toilet fitted about 7 months ago, with a holding tank 
which we can use self pump out. It was great for about 6 months but we 
have started to get a lot of smell from the system and we can’t find out 
why. This needs investigating so we will be going back to the people who 
fitted it.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Answer here… We have a 3 mobile dongle, yes happy with the service 
most of the time but signal can be iffy in places.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

We love the Macclesfield Canal, where we moored both of our boats for a 
long time. We have moved round onto the Shropshire Union and were 
based in a marina for the winter. We also have been down to Stratford 



and loved that too, in fact we really love it all with the challenges different 
canals bring.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Engine and gas powered generator. We have a Victron inverter/charger. 
We have to generate enough for all pumps, including our Webasto heating 
system when we need to run that. In the winter it is more of a challenge 
if we are in all day, as we need lights on as we have portholes. We also 
like our tv or listening to music and both use laptops, so the system can 
be thirsty for power. I cannot use a high wattage hairdryer or iron on the 
boat unless we are plugged into the mains.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Have a holiday on one first, not only in the summer when it looks idyllic, 
but also other seasons of the year. Read website articles like this one, talk 
to people who live on their boats. When we had our first boat we used to 
spend weekends on it and spent several Christmases on it through the 
snow, so we had a good idea what it was like in cold wet weather.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

Warm. We have diesel fired central heating, with radiators. We have used 
electric heaters to boost the warmth when we have been in marinas with 
electric, in the very cold weather. We did have a coal fire in the saloon but 
removed it as it was not reliable (it would go out if we had been out all 
day). When we first moved on the boat we were both working

Christine is a cardmaker and crafter, so her blog includes crafty things. 
You can read it here.

http://craftychrissy.blogspot.co.uk/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat La Licorne

Mike and Judith Annan love travelling. After nearly a decade 
touring the world in their Mercedes motor home, they’ve 
now started to explore the canal network in a floating 
motor home. Now there’s a lifestyle to envy!

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

I am Mike Annan and my wife is Judith.

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

We were fortunate in being able to retire early with a clear plan of what 
we wanted. We sold up in the UK and bought a small holiday home in 
France and a Mercedes based motor home. For 9 years we travelled the 
whole of Europe, the Arctic Circle and North Africa. Then we drove to 
Beijing via Turkey, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan and 
back via Mongolia and Russia. The following year we were off again to 
Nepal via Iran, Pakistan and India. The longer trips took 7 or 8 months. 
We realised that our trips became more and more difficult. We could not 
return to Libya, Egypt, Iran, Syria etc. so what should we do? A wide 
beam or narrowboat seemed the answer and a narrowboat posed fewer 
restrictions so here we are.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Our boat is called La Licorne after my favourite character Tintin.



Narrowboat La Licorne
Do you have a permanent mooring? If so, tell me about it.

Yes at Yardley Gobion just 12 minutes from our flat. Kingfisher Marina is a 
small private Marina north of Milton Keynes. It is quiet, secure and has 
good pontoon mooring. There is an adjacent boat yard with diesel, pump 
out and dry dock. What more could you want?

What is your boat style and length

A 50 foot semi trad built by Midlands Canal Centre.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

6 weeks

How did you finance your boat?

Cash purchase.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?



Our plan is that like our motor home we will spend about 7 months a year 
travelling in our boat.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Definitely not! Retiring early was the best thing I ever did. However I 
have recently written a novel which has been accepted for publication, 
and we are both doing OU courses.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Rude and noisy boaters!

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Freedom, peace, quiet and the many friendly boaters.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Having spent 6 months finding our ideal boat I am not sure I can answer 
that.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

Walk, bus or taxi it has not been that difficult.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

We have a washing machine run off our 3.5 travelset generator.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

Having had 9 years with a Thetford we decided on a pump out.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Can you live without the internet, the iPad, or the iPhone? We cannot so 
we have a 3G Wifi set up. That seems to work fine.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

The stretch of the GU between Foxton and Watford.



How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Twin alternators, plus a new Victron Inverter. No idea what we use but it 
works.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Look, look and look again.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

Winter that’s when we fly south to warmer climates.

Here’s the La Licorne blog. You can read it here.

http://www.2escapeesnarrowminded.blogspot.co.uk/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Blue Moon

Mike Barrett cruises the waterways using his narrowboat as a 
floating office. The canal’s tranquillity enhances his 
creative spirit for the work he does as a graphic artist. His 
blog reflects his desire to design. I love it! 

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)



Mike Barrett
I am Mike Barrett, age 67 happily partnered to Kerry. We live in Hebden 
Bridge

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

I decided to experiment with living on a narrowboat initially just for the 
summer. Our children have left home and I wanted to find a creative 
space. Kerry was not too horrified so I went ahead and bought Blue Moon 
in April with the possibility of selling her in September. Kerry, friends and 
family will be visiting at various times throughout the summer and I will 
occasionally return home for work meetings and to play gigs with my 
band the Peace Artistes.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Blue Moon – she was already called this and I like it

What is your boat style and length

40 ft Traditional

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

6 years

How did you finance your boat?

From savings

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Yes, I’m a graphic designer

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Too early to say – but it would be nice if it stopped raining.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Freedom, closeness to nature, semi-outdoor existence.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Paint the roof – by magic.

http://www.peaceartistes.org.uk/


When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

I walk to a shop with a rucksack – I’ve never had a car.

Narrowboat Blue Moon
How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

I wash my smalls by hand and hang them about. I save the bigger items 
for a launderette.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

Pump-out. It’s OK but he fees are a bit expensive (nearly £20 last time).

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

I have a 3 dongle which is pretty good most of the time but there’s no 
good connection in the deeper cut on South Oxford Canal. My iPhone 
usually gets a signal with O2



What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

I’ve hardly started! I set off from Baunston where I bought the boat and 
have reached Lower Heyford on the Oxford Canal. I’m heading towards 
Oxford to meet my son. It’s lovely!

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Blue Moon has 3 domestic batteries. I have not switched the fridge on yet 
but have to keep my laptop, camera, Wacom screen and radio supplied 
from a 300w inverter. I don’t have a TV. and use minimum LED and 
fluorescent lights. I run the engine every day. So far I’ve not run the 
batteries dry.

Mike has a unique approach to blogging. You can read it here.

http://bluemoonvoyage.blogspot.com/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat HOBO

Annie is a freelance writer. John is a farmer. Annie works 
from her boat. John has to commute to work… by light 
aircraft. He makes me feel quite embarrassed about my 
daily three minute journey to my “office” 

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

I’m Annie, and John lives aboard with me some of the time, when he’s not 
farming in the Fens or in South Africa.

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

John and Annie at the helm



Following the death of a loved one in 2006, I needed a new focus to fill 
the void that this loss created. As I’d hit 50 the year before, it seemed 
like a now or never moment. I’ve always loved the water and had a 
romantic fascination for narrowboats; bright paintwork, colourful people 
and the lifestyle in general. Originally it was to be a project; something to 
renovate, somewhere to go of an evening or weekend and during 
holidays, something to look forward to. The boat I eventually fell for, 
however, was in tip top condition, freshly blacked and painted, inside all 
well fitted out and ready to move onto, so I bit the bullet and did just 
that.

My focus then shifted to getting the boat to the mooring of my choice, an 
hour away by road but two weeks cruising. I’d never driven a boat before 
so saw this as a good time to learn. My niece put me in touch with a 
boatie colleague of hers who agreed to help me with this journey. We had 
a brilliant adventure and I learned a lot (very quickly) and by the time we 
reached the marina, where I would live very happily for the next four 
years, I could handle the boat fairly competently. Lorna and I are still firm 
friends to this day.

Whilst my time in the marina was good, I hankered for the cruising life 
but didn’t want to go it alone. Getting together with John, a kindred spirit, 
made this possible and we cruise as much as we can while we continue to 
work. I now have a winter mooring on the Stort in Hertfordshire from 
where we strike out in the summer months to explore different 
waterways. John commutes to and from the farm by light aircraft (his first 
love) and I remain on a riverbank somewhere, while he is away, and work 
from home. At the end of his working week he flies back and off we tootle 
some more. It’s a great life and works wonderfully well for us. But that’s 
another story…..

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?



Fotheringhay - a favourite spot
HOBO. When I bought her she had just been painted but not sign written 
in case the new owner wanted to change the name. When I found out 
what she was called, I liked it, decided to keep it and set the sign writer 
to work…

What is your boat style and length

47ft trad.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

6 years

How did you finance your boat?

Friends and family begged me not to sell my house in case the new 
lifestyle didn’t suit me, so I extended the mortgage to cover the purchase 
of the boat, additional equipment I wanted to add and rented out the 
property. I’ve since sold up so she’s all mine now.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?



Up until I met John it was pretty much 24/7/365 but for the last couple of 
years I have spent three months, during our winter, in South Africa with 
him.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Freelance writer.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Paddington Basin - HOBO in the City
Dropping things in the water. To date: specs, sunglasses, shopping, coat, 
cap, lock handle, boathook and two chimney caps – one of these as a 
result of taking avoiding action, ending up in a tree, when a seriously 
unaware boater was heading straight for us. We get some things back, 
especially if magnetic or floating – John once dived in to retrieve a 
chimney that was (not very well) stowed on the roof and knocked off by a 
rope when we were struggling to get alongside to moor in high wind…in 
the early days. I am very careful with my phone, keys and suchlike…still.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?



That’s a toughie, I love it all, but the short answer is the feeling of being 
more in control of my own destiny.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

The gas locker. Who ever thought that lowering a full (heavy) cylinder into 
a hole in the sharp end was a good idea? I know gas storage on a trad 
isn’t easy but we are working on an alternative…

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

I shop for England before we go, stocking up on tins, packets, tea, coffee, 
booze, emergency milk, part-baked bread, loo rolls and so on, as much as 
space will allow. We buy fresh on the water or from farms where we can 
and actively seek out family butchers, greengrocers, bakers etc in the 
towns and villages en route – by cycle or on foot. But we always top up 
when we see a supermarket with a mooring.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

I bought a second hand Zanussi Studioline washing machine three years 
back. It’s not full size (though it will take a full set of bed linen), fits 
neatly into the bathroom, does a great job and is still going strong. I have 
a twirly drier which we attach to the tiller when moored if the weather is 
suitable, otherwise it’s on a clothes horse in the bathroom (or in front of 
the fire, if lit, when we are in bed).

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

Thetford Porta Potti. Despite thinking this would be the first thing I would 
change when I first moved aboard, I lived with it a while and decided it 
was perfectly fine. As it’s just me a lot of the time it will go almost a 
week, is free to empty and really not that bad. I’ve since acquired a spare 
(just in case..) when my brother upgraded his caravan toilet to a cassette.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

3 dongle. Generally very good, pretty much anywhere, but there are odd 
spots with dodgy signal of course.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?



Now you’re asking… We tend to spend more time on rivers than canals, 
though have done the GU from Welford (Leics line) to London, Regents 
and Hertford. We’ve cruised the Great Ouse, Cam, Little Ouse, Middle 
Levels, Nene, Lee, Stort, Wey and the Thames so far – all of which we 
loved for different reasons. If pushed to choose just one, it would have to 
be the Thames as was only last year and fresh in the memory. It was a 
great adventure, especially the tidal section; seeing the city sights, going 
under Tower Bridge and passing the Houses of Parliament etc, but the 
whole river is beautiful.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

A Victron 2kw inverter, its own bank of 4 batteries and extra 100amp 
alternator for 240 volt, 2 leisure batteries for 12 volt, plus starter battery. 
We don’t use a great deal of 240; mainly the fridge and washing machine 
(use this while on the move as 2kw isn’t quite enough but cost of 3kw 
inverter so much more and this method works fine). Plus a tiny bit of tele, 
I Pod, computer, phone charging etc.

Pumps work off the 12 volt, as do the lights, which are now converted to 
LED so pulling a lot less out of the batteries.

We can be static for 2/3 days without running the engine but prefer to top 
up each day.

We are researching wind and solar power for the future and it seems that 
solar is more productive (and doesn’t require a huge mast that needs to 
be removed for cruising) but the jury is still out.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Do your research. Look at lots of boats (I looked at many over a four 
month period) you’ll get to know what you want – or more likely what you 
DONT want – type of stern, layout, old/new, a project or move straight 
on. Same as a house in that respect; indeed the top end can cost as 
much as a house. Consider how you will use the boat – static in a marina 
or lots of cruising – it makes a difference. Check out different moorings, 
noting access, facilities etc and bear in mind that the elements will have 
much more of an impact on your life.



Read up on it. There’s lots of info on the web; sites like this one and many 
more.

Talk or more importantly listen to people already living the life. You may 
already know or, as you trawl around boatyards and marinas in search of 
your ideal, get to know someone living aboard. Look inside their homes 
and see how they live, imagine if or how it could work for you and ask lots 
of questions. Most of us are ferociously proud of our particular set-up and 
will gladly pass on knowledge, hints, tips, pitfalls and so on. Learn from 
their experience/mistakes.

Ask them about the costs of mooring, licensing and maintenance; it will 
probably be quite an eye-opener. Life aboard isn’t necessarily a cheap 
option, unless you want to live very frugally and, whilst you can save on 
light and heat, maintenance is essential and can be costly, especially if 
you ignore it. It’s a harsh environment: metal will rust, wood will rot and 
mechanical things will break down. Fact. It helps if you are a hands on 
sort of person, prepared to work on the boat yourself or know someone 
who is and can.

When you find something you like the look/feel of, take a liveaboard 
friend to see it with you; they will soon spot how “sound” it is and how 
ready to live on. They’ll know if you’ll need to spend major money on 
equipment. Have the seller take you all for a chug on the water – your 
“advisor” will know what to look and listen for. Or, at the very least, have 
them give you a list of questions to ask and things to look out for. Older 
boats should have a full hull survey done.

Be prepared to lose lots of stuff before you move on board – transporting 
the contents of a 3 bedroom house onto a boat to sort at a later date 
won’t work. Let it go, you don’t need it all. (I found 26 sets of chopsticks 
when going through my kitchen before my move). Hello? It’s hard but 
essential and, in my case, very liberating. It’s also an ongoing task.

Above all, be honest with yourself and your other half. It’s a big step, 
which may be difficult to reverse, and not everyone’s cup of tea.
And if you do go ahead with it – let life aboard evolve. That’s the best bit 
of advice I was ever given – and it’s still evolving six years down the line.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?



HOBO - Toasty on the coldest winter's day
My Morso Squirrel Stove keeps Hobo’s 47ft nice and toasty and is going 
24/7 during the winter months. We call the chair closest to the fire the 
hot seat and do, on occasions, have to throw open the doors because it’s 
too hot. When I lived on a marina my neighbours used to joke that the 
paint on the outside was blistering through the heat but I am getting 
better at regulating it now!

The stove is near the front doors so naturally my bedroom at the back of 
the boat is cooler but that’s mostly fine by me. Even though I now escape 
to sunnier climes for the worst of our winter, I have spent many on board; 
some where the river has iced up and temperatures have plummeted to 
those of the Arctic. I have been known to plug in in a halogen heater in 
the bedroom, for dressing and undressing, in these conditions but I’ve 
never had to bundle up in layers of clothing to keep warm inside the boat. 
Honest – and I hate to be cold.

The floor does get cold though, being beneath the water line, but my Ugg 
boots soon sort this out.

I actually miss my lovely snug cocoon while I’m away…really!

Annie writes a very entertaining blog. You can read it here.

http://boatbird.wordpress.com/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Snowdrop

Toni writes children’s stories as she cruises the network with 
her ex husband Allan. She doesn’t share the same boat 
with him though. They have one each; Toni on Snowdrop 
and Allan on Pengalanty

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

My name is Antoinette (Toni) Cazalet and my dog is called Mr Biggles.

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

After the death of my parents, I realized I didn’t really know anyone in 
the town I lived in. I had acted as Carer, initially in between
teaching IT outside of the area in which I was living.

http://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/liveaboard-case-studies/a-case-study-of-liveaboard-narrowboat-pengalanty/


Toni and Mr. Biggles
I then spent time, with a friend of mine, who owned a narrow boat. I had 
travelled the canals earlier, so was used to them. I have always loved 
being out of doors and spent a lot of my childhood in woodlands and the 
countryside. Anyway, I decided to sell up and buy a boat! Just like that!

Initially I thought my house would never sell. I found one narrow boat, 
fell in love with it, but because of the house not selling had
to loose it. Spending Christmas with my friend, pending a trip to York, I 
received a telephone call from the local police to say my house appeared 
to be flooding from the inside. To cut a long story short. I returned home 
to devastation. However, the oddest thing about this was, I sold the house 
within three weeks, found a boat I liked and purchased it. Was living on it 
about six weeks later as from that telephone call!



What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

My boat is named “Snowdrop” and has always had that name. However, I 
may change it later on in the year to Pyxie, which sort of falls in with the 
children’s stories I write.

What is your boat style and length

“Snowdrop” is 62.1/2′ in length and is a semi trad.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

I have been a narrow boat owner for approximately one year.

How did you finance your boat?

I paid for my boat out of the sale of my house.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

Most of the time, I’m a “live aboard”, but I have three children and visit 
them fairly frequently.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

I mainly write children’s books, which can be viewed in several ways: 
www.lulu.com/spotlight/greensleevesuk, www.thewoodknottales.com. A 
free download of the latter is available. They are also on Amazon.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

So far, there is nothing I can say about the above. I love my life on a 
narrowboat. Come snow or rain.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Freedom. I spent many years looking after the needs of others. Now it’s 
just me and the waterway

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

More book shelves as I read a lot

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?



Have a car, which I fetch from the last place I moored up for a few days.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Launderette, again the internet is great for finding a location.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

I have a pump out toilet and, yes, I am very happy with it.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

“Three (3)” is the answer to this question. I do not get problems – so far, 
so good!

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

In the past, I fell in love with the Oxford Canal and the River Thames.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

My electricity is generated from the engine. I have five batteries – six if 
you include the starter battery.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

I reckon you know, if you want to live on a narrow boat. It is like 
everything else: If you really want to do it, you will find a way.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

I can section off my boat, if necessary. I have a solid fuel fire at the front 
of the boat. I have central heating and an electric fire, to use if necessary. 
My curtains are lined.



A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Ouse Dunit

Paul and Helen Newby only live on their narrowboat for six 
months of the year but they certainly put in the miles. 
One thousand of them actually AND 600 locks. That’s 
some serious cruising!

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

There are 3 of us on the boat, my wife Helen, Our dog a rescue Lurcher 
very appropriately called Raggs and of course myself Paul Newby.

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat



Paul Newby looking very happy in his retirement
Let’s put this right, we don’t live afloat 12 months of the year we haven’t 
been brave enough to go full time. We are at an age where we both have 
several things wrong with us, so we decided to keep our house to give us 
somewhere to go if things go wrong. We first bought a second hand 38 
footer in 1996 but soon realised we were going to spend a lot of time on 
the boat so 2 years later we bought a shell from R&D Fabrications and 
fitted it out ourselves. We’ll finish it eventually.

When i was working I used the boat as a base so did continuous cruising 
around Cheshire for a full year whilst working there but since retiring we 
have spent 5 very enjoyable summers cruising the system and used the 
boat on numerous weekends through the winter



What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Ouse Dunit. We wanted a unique, slightly comical, name with links to 
York, our home town

Do you have a permanent or winter mooring? If you do, what type of  
mooring is it?

Yes we moor at a boat club on the Leeds Liverpool Canal. Boat clubs 
involve a bit of work, but they are normally much cheaper than a mooring 
of equivalent standard in private ownership.

What is your boat style and length

Ouse Dunit is a 58ft trad narrowboat with a conventional layout, from the 
front, sitting room, L shaped diner, galley, bathroom, and a bedroom with 
cross bed. The modern Nanni engine being hidden under the floor at the 
stern.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

we bought our first boat in 1996, so 16 years. We have owned our 
present boat for 14 years.

How did you finance your boat?

A combination of compensation for losing a job, savings and inheritance.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

6 months continuous, April to October. then about 1 in 3 weekends over 
the winter. We normally travel over 1000 miles and go through in excess 
of 600 locks per year.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

No. I am happily retired.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Going away from the boat

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

An evening cruising along the cut.



If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Narrowboat Ouse Dunit
A redesign of the sitting area at the front from a long bench seat to 
individual chairs would be nice.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

Using the internet we are able to find a supermarket close to the canal at 
least once a week. We use local shops for everyday items. All collected on 
foot.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Launderette, again the internet is great for finding a location.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

Vacuum pump toilet to a holding tank. A very refined system but does use 
a lot of water so needs pumping out regularly. This can be a problem and 
proves expensive. Not good for a confirmed Yorkshireman.



How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

I’ve used a vodaphone dongle for several years with mixed success. It 
works great when in a good 3G area but not very good in the bad 
reception areas which are very common on the canal network. I recently 
got an android smartphone which is great on its own and can be linked up 
to the laptop when required. This is on a very cheap Tesco package but as 
yet untried round the system. Roll on April.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

This is a difficult one but I think i would opt for the Shroppy, the high 
embankments and deep cuttings are spectacular.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Mainly with the engine but we do have a 60 watt solar panel which helps 
on sunny mornings.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Try it first if you can but I know lots of people who have bought a boat to 
live on with no experience.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

Very warm, I put lots of insulation in. We rely on the multifuel stove that 
is positioned 10 ft back in the cabin. We use wood during the day but 
bank up with coal/ smokeless fuel at night.

We have a central heating system that broke down several years ago, we 
were so warm without it that I have never repaired it.

Ouse Dunit is moored at Airedale Boat Club on the Leeds Liverpool canal

http://www.airedaleboatclub.org/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Tournesol

Early retirement in 1999, nine months cruising in the UK and 
then ten years living in France. But for the last eighteen 
months Anne and Keith have been back in the UK cruising 
the canal network on their narrowboat.

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

Hi, I’m Anne Poulton and I live on a narrowboat with my husband Keith 
and Louis, our 2 year-old German Shepherd (and yes, I always pick up his 
poo).

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

When we first took early retirement in 1999 after the last offspring left 
home to go off to Uni, we bought a 63′ Dave Thomas Dutch Barge 
lookalike and continuously cruised for nine months before we decided to 
sell it and move to France. We returned to the UK at the end of 2010 
because Sarkozy told all the pre-retired expats to return their cartes 
vitale and leave the health system. We were living on work pensions and 
couldn’t afford private health care so we coped as long as we could, then 
sold up and came back. Having lived in the beautiful Limousin countryside 
for 10 years, we didn’t feel we could bear to live in suburbia, plus the 
property prices had more than doubled since we sold up, so we decided to 
look for a boat and found her on the internet being advertised on Apollo 
Duck as a private sale.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?



Narrowboat Tournesal moored at Bath Weir
The boat had originally been commissioned by the man who sold it to us, 
so we had all the photos of her being built with a Jonathan Wilson hull 
and fitted out by Louis and Joshua boat builders and it was finished in 
time for the Crick boat show in May 2008, which it won. She was called 
WhereTheHell-R-We, but we couldn’t stand that name when we bought 
her, so we had it painted out and renamed her (officially) Tournesol. This 
is French for sunflower which we thought was especially apt!

What is your boat style and length

Tournesol is a 70′ trad style narrowboat with a Beta 50 engine.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

We bought her in October 2010 from the owner who lived in Knowle near 
Solihull, so we have owned her for 18 months now.

How did you finance your boat?

We already had a motorhome so we were living in that while we searched 
for a boat (our house contents are languishing in a secure barn that we 
bought for that purpose before we left France) so we had the proceeds of 
our house sale in France and we bought it outright.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

We live on her permanently but we have been going to Spain and Portugal 
for the winters since 2001 in our motor home, so the boat stays safely in 
the marina from just after Christmas through till the end of March and 
then we come back and embark on the spring and summer trip, returning 
to the marina for the month of August before going off for a short trip for 
September, October and November.



Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Keith was in the Navy for 26 years and then the prison service until he 
took early retirement and I was a professional counsellor working for the 
NHS and East Kent education authority before I took early retirement. I 
started a non-profit-making website called Counselling In France in 2003 
and that is still going and growing all the time, plus I run a small business 
designing websites called Windoweb so I am still doing that, although that 
is mainly for enjoyment as it makes very little profit. I also run a small 
sideline selling porthole doilies from a website and I also sell as we go 
along with the help of a board on the roof – people see the doilies in our
portholes and stop to look at the ones I have for sale. We are 60 and 65 
this year so we are feeling a bit better off with old-age pensions kicking 
in, which is just as well with the price of diesel!

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

There isn’t anything really that either of us dislike about it. My only moan 
would be that I have extremely bad circulation and I hate dealing with icy 
metal on lock gates and windlasses at the end of the year. For Keith, he 
gets frustrated with the shallow state of some of the canals and trying to 
moor and going aground, then not being able to get off easily. Some of 
the prettiest places seem to be the shallowest.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

We love the freedom and the ability to move around with a different view 
every night if we want. Although we enjoy the company of friends and 
family, we aren’t people who join in with group things or enjoy package 
holidays, we like to do our own thing and enjoy our own company. This 
way of life is as near perfect for our personalities as it could be.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

We both really wanted a cruiser stern. It’s fine to sit and have a BBQ on 
the towpath but it’s so much nicer to be able to do it on the back of your 
own boat. The main niggle for us is condensation. We added double 
glazed portholes to 7 of the14 portholes to help with the condensation 
issue and that helps but the Houdini hatch tends to drip after I’ve cooked 
a meal unless all the windows and hatches are open.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?



We mainly walk or cycle to nearby shops or we catch a bus or train from 
near to the towpath into the nearest town and then ferry stuff back on 
our bike panniers or if walking, in rucksacks and a shopping trolley. When 
we are near a bridge or by a road and I can order online, I normally do a 
really big shop. What a wonderful invention that is, the Tesco, Morrisons 
and Sainsbury delivery solution! The First Mate guides are excellent for 
giving an idea of where shops are in relation to the canal.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

There was a slimline washing machine on the boat when we bought it but 
the motor had burned out so we bought a Miele washer dryer with a 
condenser dryer to cope with the single exit outlet and that has seriously 
helped with cutting down on condensation, plus it’s great to be able to 
wash, dry and put away within a couple of hours. When the weather is 
warm and dry, I have a camping rotary clothes line which we clamp into a 
heavy umbrella stand which stands on the towpath, unless there are a 
couple of trees nearby so that I can put a line up.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

The boat had a rather posh pump-out toilet but we didn’t get where we 
are today by paying between £10 and £18 to pump out waste every 10 
days, so we quickly invested in a Porta Potti. We are very happy with the 
idea of having both systems and only use the posh loo when the friends 
visit.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

It’s extremely important to me to be able to be online so we use a 3 Mifi, 
which I would recommend to anyone. It allows up to 5 devices to be 
online at the same time if needed and is like a mini hotspot which doesn’t 
have to be attached to any of the devices. We also bought a Talent signal 
repeater from Ebay (Allendale Stores) which is fixed inside the boat 
leading to a tall Wifi and mobile phone aerial on the roof which folds down 
when we are travelling. It has made a huge difference to being able to 
use the mobile phone anywhere inside the boat and also to be online with 
a full wireless signal without putting the Mifi outside on the roof. It was 
well worth the rather large amount that the whole setup cost to buy and I 
would recommend it to anyone who is having problems with a weak signal 
for a mobile phone or Wifi dongle.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?



Last summer we went down to Bristol on the Kennet and Avon via the 
South Oxford canal and these are our favourites so far although we spent 
seven days in Paddington Basin last September and we were very 
impressed with that. We are about to set off to Stratford on Avon, then 
down to Gloucester and Sharpness before making our way up the Avon, 
then the Staffs and Worcester, along the Shropshire canal to the 
Llangollen canal and then back again down through Birmingham, so we 
may have more favourites after the summer!

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

We have a 5kva TravelPower generator which can be used when the 
engine is running and which we use when we want to do a wash and dry 
on the run. Normally, AC is supplied by a 3Kw inverter but we installed 4 
flexible solar panels on the roof when we bought the boat which helps on 
sunny days. We have four 135amp house batteries, a bow thruster 
battery and engine start battery powered by respective alternators. We 
also carry a Kipor 2.6kva portable generator to save running the engine to 
power the main generator when we are moored up. We keep an eye on 
consumption with a battery state indicator mounted on our bedroom wall.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

I would advise anyone thinking of living on a narrowboat to have two or 
three holidays aboard a hire boat to make sure they like it. I would advise 
them to make sure that one of those holidays is taken when the weather 
isn’t necessarily going to be fantastic because you need to know that you 
like it when the rain is slashing down and you can’t get outside without a 
sou’wester. They should try to look at the boat with an eye to living on it, 
fitting all they might need into cupboards and drawers, checking that 
electrics and battery systems are good enough to go 24 hours on just 
batteries. There’s nothing worse than waking up to find that the fridge 
has given up working because the batteries are completely flat (this 
happened to us more than once when we first got the boat because the 
last owner hadn’t a clue about battery care and meant we had to get four 
new house batteries)

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

We have a Bubble 5kw corner wood burner and Webasto diesel central 
heating running one long fin radiator throughout the length of the boat as 



well as heating water, though we also have an immersion heater for when 
we are plugged in at the marina. We ummed and aahed over whether to 
afford an Ecofan for our woodburner as it is right at the front of the boat 
and we weren’t sure that it would be effective enough to justify the cost. 
It works wonderfully! As long as all the doors are open and the fan can 
push the heat down the length of the boat, our bedroom at the stern is 
fairly warm late evening and early morning. We can tell the difference 
when visitors come because the doors get closed and our bedroom is 
chilly in the early spring and late autumn mornings. We rarely use the 
central heating unless it’s really cold.

Anne’s web site design business is here and her porthole doilies are here.

http://www.boatybits.co.uk/
http://www.windoweb.co.uk/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat The 
Woodsman

Pauline is the second narrowboat owner featured in the case 
study section who has a partner who also owns and lives 
on a narrowboat. Is this a growing trend and a solution to 
the lack of space on a narrowboat?

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

I am Pauline Roberts and my partner is Barry Babbington. We don’t have 
a dog or any other pets.

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

Barry and I own our own boats and travel together. I met him when I had 
a smaller boat and moored up behind him. We enjoy being close to 
nature, watching the wild life and the changing of the seasons. Barry is a 
bit of a musician, plays the keyboard and drums. I introduced him to 
poetry and showed him how to put it on a poetry site. We also enjoy 
drawing and painting (though we are not very good at that), making 
candles, sight-seeing and looking at old churches and cathedrals on our 
travels, and are fascinated with words… Scrabble, Boggle, quizzes. The 
reason I decided to live afloat is that once on my first little boat I became 
hooked. Those long weekends which were planned turned into long 
weeks, then months. The canal adopted ME, rather than the other way 
round.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

My boat is The Woodsman, a 60 foot semi-trad, built in 2000. Barry’s is 
called Sunflower and is a 1993 Dave Thomas build, a 63 foot Dutch barge 
style. We both bought our boats with the names already in place.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

Barry has lived on his for over nine years and I have lived on two boats 
over a period of nearly five years. My first one, an old 36 foot Springer, 



was bought for weekends and holidays although I eventually moved on to 
it as my house was on the market. My grandson and his partner are now 
the owners of the Springer.

How did you finance your boat?

We both sold our houses to buy the boats.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

as continuous cruisers living aboard obviously we spend all year on ours.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

We are both in our 60′s and retired. I used to be a psychiatric nurse.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Barry and I have discussed what we like least about narrowboat life; 
muddy, inadequate towpaths and lack of moorings in places. He doesn’t 
like the cold at all and I get frustrated about the ignorance displayed by 
house-dwellers who have no idea of the hardships we sometimes have to 
put up with, such as getting water, emptying the loo, etc.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

As for the things we like the most, well the top answer to that would be 
the community spirit of boaters. Although we hardly ever know peoples’ 
surnames and sometimes even their Christian names there is a 
camaraderie and willingness to help each other. Of course, towpath 
walkers who stop to talk are always welcomed. We’ve met some pretty 
interesting people that way.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Changes? I have a walk-through bedroom at the stern of my boat. How I 
would love to have a private room at the bow instead.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

When cruising we get our supplies by looking through the canal books, 
making a note of where the shops are and either walking or catching a 
bus. We tend to have lots of supplies which don’t need a fridge so that 
when we are in the middle of nowhere we won’t go hungry; for instance, 



part-baked bread which can be kept in a cupboard, long-life milk and 
some tins of ham, corned beef etc. In the winter I am able to keep chilled 
food in the cratch as well.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

We do our washing by hand. Big items like sheets are usually boil-washed 
at marinas or laundrettes. Barry and I both have washing machines but 
rarely use them except to spin out the clothes before either hanging them 
outside or in the bathroom. They use too much water.

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

We both have pump-out toilets and Barry also has a Porta Potti. I have 
my own pump-out kit so use that when there is a facility for it at sanitary 
stations. We are both satisfied with our toilets but find, in some areas, a 
lack of places to get rid of waste. For instance, in Berkhamsted there are 
no working sanitary stations. There used to be one in the grounds of a 
pub (!!) but that hasn’t been operational for years. We did campaign to 
get it back into use but that’s another story… BW told us to either go up 
five locks to another one or go down five locks. Not very helpful especially 
when the cut is frozen over.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

We have computers and go online via a dongle. As explained in my essay 
it all depends on where we are moored whether we get a strong signal, a 
weak one or nothing at all.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

You asked which was our favourite canal or section. It has to be the 
Aylesbury Arm. We’ve travelled that twice and would do so again because 
it is quiet, pretty and has a basin full of welcoming and helpful boaters. 
Halfway up the arm, between bridge 14 and lock 14, is the most gorgeous 
setting, with a carp lake set among massive fields full of bullocks and four 
totally wild Palomino ponies.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

As for generating electricity when cruising we both have twin alternators 
and generators. We use very little electricity. I have my fridge on at the 

http://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/living-on-a-narrowboat-articles/its-not-all-roses-and-castles/


moment but won’t use that very often because it really eats the power. 
Barry and I both changed our lighting to LEDs which use just a fraction of 
the power the old lights used and we like to burn candles on winter 
evenings. To read we use battery headlights and as well as our built-in 
radios we have battery operated ones.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

My advice to people considering living on a narrowboat would be to try it 
out. Take a boating holiday in mid-winter and decide if you could manage 
to put up with the cold, condensation, etc. Talk to as many boaters as 
possible to get an in-depth picture. And look at websites, like yours, Paul, 
which give superb advice and information.

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

You asked about a boat’s warmth in winter. I have a multi-fuel fire at one 
end of the boat and my bedroom at the other so there’s a massive range 
of temperature variation. In other words my stern is bloody freezing. 
However, with both boats having diesel-fired central heating this can be 
rectified at the press of a button. Thermal underwear is a must along with 
lots of layers and, at bedtime, hot-water bottles. Ecofans on the fire really 
help, too.

Pauline has also written what has proven to be quite a controversial 
article about the pitfalls of living on a narrowboat. It’s been published on 
the site. You can read it here.

http://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/living-on-a-narrowboat-articles/its-not-all-roses-and-castles/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat The 
Watchman

Tony Jones is a freelance writer living on and working full 
time from his narrowboat “The Watchman”. Tony’s book 
“The Liveaboard Guide” will be released later this month. 
The nature of Tony’s work allows him the flexibility to 
enjoy a nomadic lifestyle that is usually only practical for 
retirees. I’m just a tiny bit jealous!

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

I’m Tony Jones, I’m 40 years old and I live aboard with my little white 
terrier dog Puck. My girlfriend lives aboard on her own boat a few metres 
along the towpath from me.



A Pensive Tony Jones

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

In my spare time I go rock climbing – or rather I should say ‘falling’. I 
seem to fall more than I climb.

I supposed I stumbled into boating almost by accident. I’d just returned 
from a stint working abroad and I had a decent chunk of cash in my bank 
account. I’d been rather itinerant since I left home in my teens and 
thought that perhaps it was time I settled down and bought a house. 
After doing some research, however, I deduced that the housing market 
was on the edge of a precipice and that investing in bricks and mortar at 



that point was a very bad idea. Admittedly I mistimed my prediction by a 
few years, but I was eventually proven to be correct in my calculations.

As for buying a boat, it seemingly came out of nowhere. I’d never even 
stepped aboard one before I handed over my cash. I’d spoken to some 
friends about it when they considered living aboard a few years earlier, 
but it still surprises me that I ended up on a boat. saying that, if you 
spoke to my friends and said that Tony was planning to live in a hot air 
balloon, they would probably say “Yes, I bet he does as well!”

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

It’s called “The Watchman” although that wasn’t its name when I bought 
it. It was originally called ‘Saabiar’, which at the time sounded very exotic 
and grand, like an Arabic warhorse I thought. Turned out that Saabiar 
stands for Snug As A Bug In A Rug – and I’m not really a snug as a bug in 
a rug kind of guy. Out came the orbital sander.

The watchman is a song by a dodgy 90′s goth band called ‘Fields of the 
Nephilim’. There. My secret is out now.

What is your boat length and style?

It’s a 50 foot trad.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

Seven years.

How did you finance your boat?

As I mentioned above, my life has always been somewhat itinerant. I 
worked as a roadie for rock bands for a few years, living on tour busses 
and in hotels and eating at catering. I was earning good money and 
having very little time or reason to spend any. Then I worked in Lanzarote 
for a while, helping to set up a zoo over there whilst again, living on site 
and being catered for. When i came home I had enough money for a 
house deposit or a boat.

How much time do you spend working on your boat each year?

I live and work aboard so I’m part of the furniture.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)



I’m a freelance writer. I write for magazines such a BBC Wildlife, the 
Spectator, most of the boating magazines and many more besides. I also 
write text for museum displays and my first book ‘The Liveaboard Guide’ 
is due to be published any day now. It’s a nuts and bolts guide to living 
afloat, warts and all, and it has lots of anecdotes and case studies and 
stories too. This helps to give the reader a real flavour of what boat life is 
actually like; the lifestyle and the types of people who are suited to it.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Without a doubt it is the amount of time I spend dealing with dog poo 
that I have picked up on the towpath. Grrrrr!

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

I thought originally that it would be the financial freedom, or perhaps 
being close to nature. In reality though it is something I never considered 
previous to me actually getting a boat. The thing I value most is the 
boating community; knowing your neighbours and working together like a 
community should.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

To finally have it professionally painted. It’s been a long time coming, but 
I think we’re almost there. This year for sure.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

I’m pretty fit so it’s usually bike or shanks’s pony. I tend to tie it in with 
walking the dog.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Always a service wash at the laundrette. There is a fabulous list published 
by the Aylesbury canal society which shows all of the launderettes on the 

canal network. Invaluable!

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

All of my work is done via the internet, so it is vitally important that I can 
connect. I have a mobile wi-fi dongle by 3. It’s fantastic.



What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

The River Wey was just stunning. I intend to go back there.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

I'm entirely reliant on my engine to charge the three leisure batteries on 
board. Installing solar power is on the list, behind a paint job. I have 12v 
adapters for most of my technology and I don't have a TV or a microwave 

to suck up power. I run my engine most days.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Do your research first. (Of course the best way to do this is to get hold of 
my book!)

How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

Fine, so long as I don’t let the fire go out.



A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Far Star

Meet Jan, her partner Ian and Pepper the blue merle border 
collie (I don’t know what kind of dog that is but it sounds 
posh). Jan, like many liveaboards, has forsaken her 
stressful full time job to lead a life of tranquillity while 
she paints canal artwork and does a little gardening in 
the warmer months. Not a bad life, is it?

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

I’m Jan – 54 years old – retired for 4 years. My partner Ian is 42 and still 
working (bless him). Pepper the dog is a blue merle border collie with two 
ice blue eyes – everyone falls for him. He’s 14 now and having recovered 
from a stroke last year – still acting like a puppy at times.



Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

With Dad in the army, I had grown up moving around every 3 years or so 
and this continued into my adult life – becoming restless after being in 
one spot for a couple of years. Both Ian and I had lived in caravans in a 
former life and when we got together we first lived in a flat then a larger 
house with garden. 5 years of the house and complete renovation, we 
decided a life afloat would be for us. At that time I was in a very stressful 
job and life afloat gave me the opportunity to turn my back on that as we 
would be able to survive on one salary.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Our boat is Far Star – she’s 14 years old, so was already named when we 
got her. We have no intention to change her name – it is said to be bad 
luck, but Far Star suits us anyhow.

What is your boat length and style?

She is a 70 foot long traditional narrowboat.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

We have had Far Star for 5 years now.

How did you finance your boat?

We were very lucky to sell our house at the top end of the market. Having 
worked so hard on the renovation, we cleared the mortgage and bought 
Far Star outright, with a little left over for a rainy day fund!

How much time do you spend working on your boat each year?

We have spent a few thousand on her in the 5 years. Difficult to say how 
much each year, but it would run into high hundreds even thousands.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Having retired from my stressful administration position, I now spend my 
days painting canal artwork – small projects of household goods, 
including Buckby cans. From spring to early winter I also work as a part 
time jobbing gardener – tending gardens for folk who can no longer 
manage it. It is very satisfying work, but would not make me a living. I 
am very lucky that with Ian working, I am able to do this.



What do you like least about narrowboat life?

I guess one of the biggest moans of ours – and that of many others – is 
the amount of dog mess on the towpath. Arriving somewhere new and 
putting the ropes out, only to find that either your foot or the rope has 
landed in a lump of smelliness is very frustrating. Especially having a dog 
of our own and knowing how few dog dump bins there are on the towpath 
– but we always manage to take our ‘family’ mess home with us to 
dispose of.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Tranquillity – that’s it in a word. There is of course, the wonderful 
community – I’ve never lived anywhere where folk are so helpful and 
friendly – we very soon felt part of it, whilst also maintaining our privacy 
and peace and quiet.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

There is always maintenance to be done, and odd little changes along the 
way, but I don’t think there are any major changes that I would make.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

Make canal side purchases where possible – people often sell their own 
eggs, veggies etc. Buckets of apples often for free etc. Pubs are a great 
source of information for local purchases. But Shanks’s pony is the 
ultimate answer. After all, how can you beat a stroll in the countryside 
with your dog – come rain or shine?

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Ah! We have no washing machine, so I search out local launderettes. 
Failing that, it just piles up.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Connect 3 dongle – usually a satisfactory connection, although some 
spots will require me to sit out in the cratch for anything like a decent 
signal. (not having an extra long cable that will reach through the 
mushrooms onto the roof.



What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

K & A is our only experience. With Ian still working, it has not been 
possible to go further afield – yet. Favourite area here is Bishops 
Cannings – but don’t tell anyone – it’s so quiet.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Power is generated by the engine, inbuilt genny and solar. Depends where 
we are and what kind of day it is on which source creates the power. How 
much do we use – again, depends what we are doing. We don’t have a 
great deal of mod cons – no washing machine, freezer etc. We do have a 
12 volt fridge, 6 volt radio and 12 volt telly, so power consumption is 
quite low. Nevertheless, we still run out of power occasionally. But, there 
is always bed with a book!

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Be prepared to step back in time. It’s no good thinking you can watch tele 
all day or leave everything on charge/standby. Summers can be very hot 
with plenty of flying creatures – you are on the water! Winters can be 
very cold – though the fire is really cosy, go too far from it and it will be 
cold, rather like living in an old house in the 50′s with no central heating. 
Life is a lot easier in a marina, if you can find one that will allow 
liveaboards. But, I would recommend constant cruising – you will really 
get to know people out there. Be prepared to do without ‘stuff’. If you’re 
moving from a house – give things away. Don’t feel tempted to store – it’ll 
cost a fortune, and you may never need it again. When we moved on 
board, our local charity shops did very well out of us – boxes and boxes of 
books, ornaments etc.



Blanket of snow to keep us warm
How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

We do keep fairly snug with the fire going 24/7 and central heating to 
back that up if necessary. We generally put a hot water bottle in the bed 
before retiring, to warm things up a bit. The last 4 years have been pretty 
bad – minus 16C sometimes with thick ice on the inside of the windows; 
nothing that another jumper and pair of socks and fluffy slippers wouldn’t 
solve.

What obvious questions are missing from this list?

There is a kind of boaty obsession with toilets – do you have pump out or 
cassette? Actually, we have both. After getting frozen in for weeks on end 
during our first winter, we pretty soon discovered that a pump out is no 
good when you can’t move. So a cassette proved the best option, most of 
the time – although even the Elsan units can freeze over sometimes. We 
now use the cassette all year round and keep the ‘proper’ (pump out) 
toilet for guests only. This means less pump outs, saving money.



A Case Study Of Liveaboard Rose Of Arden

With a double redundancy payment to fund their boat, Mike 
and Mags are enjoying their life in the slow lane. They 
cruise for the nine months of more pleasant English 
weather before escaping the ice and snow for a few 
winter months abroad. Come on Mike, you’re missing out 
on one of the great pleasures of living on board; sitting in 
front of a roaring stove while the weather does its worst 
outside!

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

We are Mike ‘n’ Mags (Poppy and Abbey two Wire Haired Fox Terriers) We 
are described on our blog as “Mike – a grumpy old curmudgeon who hates 
to see our wildlife and countryside destroyed. Maggie – a strong willed 
and feisty biker. Poppy and Abbey – two strong willed and even more 
feisty Wire Haired Fox Terriers.” We both own and enjoy riding 
motorcycles. I am a radio ham and into genealogy, photography, writing, 
surfing the web and Mags is into dancing and knitting. We have not found 
a way to combine our interest at the moment!

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

We did not intend to live our lives afloat, but we have a history of holiday 
hire boats over a number of years. We decided to own rather than hire so 
that we could spend more time afloat at the weekend and during holiday 
periods. So we entered a protracted search for our boat. We did consider 
a new build, but with all the boat builders going out of business and the 
horror stories that were in the press. We change tactic to looking for a 
best compromise and second hand. When we found our ideal boat we 
were also fast approaching retirement. It was at this time that we sort of 
evolved to spending more time afloat than ashore.

We both worked in higher education (52 years between us) and our 
employer was looking to up-size the number of students and at the same 



time down-size the number of staff. With a little over a year to go to our 
expected retirement we were made and offer of voluntary redundancy. 
(Brokered in a “walking up in bed with a horses head” sort of way) After 
we had removed the smiles off our faces (With a paper scraper) we 
planned to start spending more time afloat sooner rather than later. I now 
have difficulty in remembering anything from the last five years of 
University life – I must be in denial.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Mick on the back deck of Rose of Arden 

Rose of Arden (Rosie to us) was a name chosen by her previous owners. 
She was named Rose and as she was built in Henley in Arden that’s where 
the suffix came from. We had considered calling our boat Wits End II as 
our home is called Wits End. However as Norman Vaughan used to say 
“Roses grow on you!” so has the name.



Do you have a permanent mooring?

We have a permanent BW leisure mooring on the South Yorkshire 
Navigation where the boat is stored between trips out. We are considering 
saving money and looking for a winter mooring as an alternative. Do I 
sound like a budding Constant Cruiser?

What is your boat style and length

Rosie is 50′ in length narrow in beam and is a semi trad design. With 
pram and cratch covers. Reverse layout, with (from the bow) bedroom, 
bathroom, kitchen and saloon. Pump-out, Beta 38 engine, Aldi gas central 
heating, Villager puffin stove, Gas oven and hob. Bath and Shower plus 
hand basin and maceration toilet.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

Three years in total. In that time we have covered Miles: 1285.5, Locks: 
866, Swing / Lift Bridges: 161, Tunnels. 22, Pump Outs: 14, Engine 
Hours: 2455.0 give or take an inch!

How did you finance your boat?

Our employer purchased this for us in a round-about way with a double 
bubble redundancy payment. With the surplus we purchase a second 
property which we rent out!

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

This year will be about 9 months. We also like to travel abroad. Early next 
year we will be in India for a month or so!

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

We are both retired from a life in Higher Education where we would be 
into our day job annoying sleeping students by waking them up! We were 
both bewildered by the mystery of the job created in the elevated minds 
by the rarefied air being breathed by our managers. (Basically the job 
was platting water and talking bollocks instead of working!)

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

The 60/40 fuel split!

What do you like most about narrowboat life?



The speed which now matches our lifestyle.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

The colour.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

Nicholson’s guides and a TomTom sat nav. The bus pass sometimes comes 
in useful. Mags has a granny trolley in a tasteful pink colour – this means 
that macho me is unable to be seen in public with said item!

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

We have a Zanussi washing machine on the boat. We use cruising clubs 
and BW moorings with electrical bollards to obtain the mains. As and 
when needed or when the Lynx effect wears off!

What type of toilet do you have on board and are you happy with it?

Pump out – I tried a cassette once…. just the once… we keep it for 
emergency needs in the garage at home! We have not had another 
emergency aboard since!

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Dongle from T-Mobile. When the contract finishes next month we will go 
MiFi. I am happy with the service and support from T-Mobile/Orange/EE. 
Get a dongle with an external antenna connection. Coverage is greatly 
improved.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

The Shroppie and the Leeds Liverpool around Skipton. Least favourite 
section is after Littleborough going towards Manchester on the Rochdale 
canal.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Solar panels and engine alternators. 500 Ah battery bank Victron inverter, 
Sterling A to B controller.



How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

It depends on where I set the thermostat. In the main we are very snug 
and warm. We work on the principal that if you are warm you are happy. 
If you are unhappy – have a beer and turn up the thermostat or throw 
another log on the stove.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Try before you buy, hire in winter if you are going to live aboard all the 
year round. If you think that living aboard it a cheap form of 
accommodation – think again. Bricks and mortar appreciate in value – 
boats depreciate.

You can read Mike’s very detailed blog here.

http://the-onion-bargee.blogspot.co.uk/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Pengalanty

I knew Allan’s case study was going to make an interesting 
read when he said, “I was working full time until I was 77 
when doing two or three jobs became a bit much for me.” 
– And then he mentioned that he cruises with his ex wife 
who also has her own narrowboat! Enjoy your retirement 
Allan!

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

I’m Allan Cazaly, who has had an interesting and varied life, not only in 
the UK, but also 10-years in Europe, based in Southern Germany.

Allan at the helm of NB Pengalanty



Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

Itchy feet, I suppose? In Germany, I soon became involved in the Holiday 
business. This took me as far as Poland, Russia, Hungry, Yugoslavia 
(Then),UK, France to Italy and all the mountain passes; hard work and 
immensely enjoyable.

I have always been interested in canals, ever since I lived in Wombourne, 
near Bratch locks. I found narrowboats fascinating then, and still do. I 
was lucky enough to be able to design the boat of my dreams (Nearly got 
everything right) and I had enough money to have the steel shell built 
based on a trad. design (6 years ago). I have been working towards 
completion ever since.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Narrowboat Pengalanty entering a lock
My boat is named “Pengalanty” I wasn’t clever enough to create the name 
and it came about almost by accident. Whilst visiting Gloucester docks, I 
met a boat surveyor on some pontoons (Walking his dog) and we started 



talking “boats”. He built his own. I was interested and mentioned that I 
was having a shell build (RLL Boats, Keynsham) and was doing the 
remainder of work myself
We stayed in touch and he gave me useful information from time to time. 
One day, I had an e-mail that said – Christine has found the name of your 
boat – This was because had decided to have graphics with 2 swans 
intertwined on each side The name stated was Pengalanty – made up as 
follows: “Pen”, being a female swan, “Galanty“ being a medieval name for 
amorous. The name sounded good and it rolled off the tongue quite 
naturally, so that’s how it came about .

What is your boat length and style?

The boat is 58’0” long, supposed to be 2.4” draft but there is so much 
equipment and timber on board that it more like 2’7” and the stern digs 
deeper when cruising. This is actually more stable, so I am happy with 
this.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

I have owned “Pengalanty” for over 6 years and have lived full time on my 
boat for the last 3 years. This is my forth year as my home – I Love the 
Lifestyle –

How did you finance your boat?

I had 2 separate private pensions that I had been paying into for many 
years. I converted the pensions and used the cash allowance to achieve 
my goal.

How much time do you spend working on your boat each year?

As I was working nights, at the time, I spend most afternoons working on 
the boat. It has taken me simply ages, as I fitted and commissioned the 
engine (Beta 43), the ballast, flooring, lining out, cladding, all the 
electrics (To above the minimum standards) plumbing and c/heating. A 
boat doesn’t seem very large but the work is like building and fitting a 
house out on your own. The electrical installation is more complex, as 
there are 12-VDC, 24-VDC and a 3KVA comi-inverter giving 220-VAC, 
much more than one would install in any property.

I did have all the skills necessary, due to working in all these trades and 
owning my own joinery shop, in the past (I said I had an interesting and 
varied life).



Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

I have been working all my life sometimes doing 2 and 3 jobs (doubling 
upon shifts etc) I was known as a workaholic! I continued working until I 
was almost 77. I found that some of the heavy work I was doing was 
becoming too much and I hadn’t recovered completely by the next 
morning. I then decided it was time to enjoy more time for myself. Now I 
am fully retired and still HAVE NO TIME to spare – How did I find time to 
undertake 3 jobs? I’ll never work that one out!

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

I don’t like very slippery and muddy towpaths during wet weather and 
lack of BW maintenance of the hedgerows or finding a lovely quiet spot, 
then having another boater moor up less than 6 feet away, making a lot 
of noise and radio full blast – especially when there are miles of 
unoccupied canal either side!

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Being on or near water is therapeutic and relaxing. Unless one has lived in 
the country, (I worked several years on a mixed dairy/arable farm in my 
earlier days) you have to experience the joy of country smells and 
perfumes of some flowers; the quietness (Pure Luxury) with no traffic, no 
aircraft; no pollution, or diesel smoke (Always excepting the fumes from 
one’s own engine!). As I prefer the isolated areas, I don’t have any 
problems from other boaters or their engines.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Extend it by about 6 feet to have another room available and more 
cupboard space.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

I have both a car and a folding moped. The moped stays on the boat and 
this overcomes the logistics of having the car catch the boat up all the 
time. I usually by fresh veg when sold along the canal side, as I pass 
(Straight of the farm, or smallholding is minutes fresh, sometimes dug 
up, or pick DIY style). As my boat has a UDB fridge freezer combi, I 
always keep a few days supplies of fresh food. I have ample supplies of 
dried and tinned goods and can always find something to eat.



How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Pengalanty has a Zannussi compact washing machine plumbed in – 
washing is usually done on the move.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

I had no question of any problem here – Hutchinsons My 3 Fast Dongle is 
almost hard wired speed. No connections problems, (Other than poor 
weather that reduces signal strength). My dongle is protected and 
waterproofed, fitted externally at least 4 feet above the roof. It does 
usually work inside the boat but the O/S position is much better.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

Stratford and Oxford and similar narrow canals. It’s the difference in 
motoring along country lanes and motorway driving. The GU, Sharpness 
and K&A are less attractive but often easier to cruise.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

My boat is a high tech boat (Not sure is this is the best though) and is 
electricity/energy hungry. I have 4 large Solar panels and a wind 
generator. The V panels produce more energy per ? invested over the 12- 
months. I am able to leave my boat for a few days, knowing that my 
batteries will recharge enough to keep my freezer working 24/7. I have a 
large 24-V alternator to charge the batteries with the main engine. There 
is a Stirling PDAR digital controller to override the alternator limiter, Due 
to overheating problems the alternator is cooled with a large “snail” type 
of blower fan.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Have at least one week’s holiday, preferably 2 or 3 holidays over a couple 
of years to gain experience. One soon knows what the best layout is, how 
many you want to be able to sleep and other important basic things. This 
cannot be gained any other way. It is wise to do this before a large 
investment is made. If you stll like the idea – then go for it ASAP – Life is 
for real, when it’s gone, it’s gone and you never know when (Or if) your 
health will last. It’s no good saying,(When it’s too late), “If only I had 
done this earlier”



How warm is your narrowboat in the winter?

Lovely and warm, cosy and dry, just like a miniature country cottage – 
S’wonderful!

You must have a “Peep” at my web site for more information and you 
must have a look at my special site (With a FREE offer) of children’s story 
books (Ideal for canals).

http://www.thewoodknottales.com/
http://pengalanty.com/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Osprey

One still working and one retired. How does that work? 
Narrowboat liveaboards Alice and Phil Rosser give you 
their take on life afloat from their floating home on the 
Lancaster canal.

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

Phil and Alice Rosser and Jack the whippet, (who isn’t our dog but we look 
after him during the day while our neighbour is at university and we love 
him to bits).

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

Narrowboat Osprey on a Lancaster canal mooring



Phil took early retirement some years ago and I was working very long 
hours to pay the mortgage and all the other bills incurred from living in a 
large four bedroomed Victorian terraced house. Our two boys had left 
home and we were rattling around in this big house and thought it was 
time to make changes so that we had more time for us and a lifestyle 
which suited our interests. We are very ‘outdoorsy’ people and after 
plenty of research discovered that living afloat ticked all the boxes for us.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

‘Osprey’ We wanted a name that described both of our interests. We both 
enjoy bird watching and the Osprey is a strong, majestic migrating bird 
which lives near water so we thought it was appropriate..

Inside narrowboat Osprey
What is your boat length and style?

57ft. Cruiser stern. Reverse layout.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

18 months



How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

All the time, we are liveaboards.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Phil is retired. I am a freelance musician and I work part time. I do two 
days teaching a week in term time, run two music websites, play for 
weddings and work for an examination board.

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

The spiders!

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Everything!! Being close to nature.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Not having the water pump near the bedroom! Phil says ‘Can somebody 
please invent a silent water pump’ (for the days I get up at 6am for work 
and turn the shower on).

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

We have a bike on the roof which makes for great transport and most 
shopping will fit in a rucksack.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

We have a washing machine on board

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

A 3G dongle. Usually service is OK depending on where we are moored. 
On the marina it is excellent.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

The Glasson arm of the Lancaster canal, but we only know the Lancaster 
canal so far



How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Run the engine for an hour a day for the 12 volt appliances and we use 
the inverter sparingly for the television, laptop and radio. We ditch our 
electric kettle and use one for the gas stove.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Do lots of research, talk to lots of liveaboards. Buy the biggest boat you 
can afford. Think about what you will do with all the contents of your 
house if you are downsizing. Are you prepared to get rid of lots of 
possessions? You won’t be able to have much on a boat.

You can find out more about the adventures of narrowboat Osprey here.

http://althegoodlifeboater.blogspot.com/


Case Study Of Liveaboard Wide Beam Takey Tezey

Heth and Dave are a little larger than your average 
narrowboaters… or at least their boat is. They own a wide 
beam and it’s a beauty. They came close to missing out 
though but good old Lady Luck was smiling…

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your  
dog if you have one)

Heather & David, aka Heth & Dave, with lots of boaty pals but no 
dogs, no cats, no ties..

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

First of all does a wide beam count?



Liveaboard wide beam Takey Tezey on a canal side mooring
How we got to where we’re at now: We’d lived in the same place for 25 
years, our kids who we’re very proud of had left home with careers to 
follow. So there we were, happy together but rattling round a big house 
with nothing left to offer us… Even with great memories from our past in 
that place, we needed to move on, besides you can take memories with 
you wherever you go… And we also had our precious dreams, so why not 
do something about it? What had we got to lose? We both realised it was 
time to get away from the suburbs & make the move to a more rural 
area, this was what we wanted to do… At this point we made the decision 
to sell up & started discussing our options…

Buy a house in the country? Too expensive when you want a 360 degree 
view…
Buy a narrowboat? Too small…
Move to Florida – our second home…? It turned out to be a Visa 
nightmare with a waiting list of up to 2 years…

So we bided our time & concentrated on getting the house ready to sell, 
neither of us panicked about it – like we knew there was something out 
there for us, all we had to do was wait…

We’ve walked the canals for years, & after ruling out a narrowboat, the 
27th June 2007 was the day that changed our lives. We almost didn’t go 
for a walk that day along the Rufford canal because I wasn’t feeling very 
well, but we did. We almost didn’t stop for a brew at St Mary’s marina 
cafe afterwards, but we did. We almost walked past our (unknown) dream 
without looking back, but something made Dave turn his head. He saw a 
boat on the end of the pier with a “FOR SALE” sign in the window. I 
carried on walking away (dream on), but something made me turn around 
& look. We both walked down towards it & noticed it was wider than the 
others, for all our travels down the towpath we hadn’t noticed WIDTH. We 
asked the owner if it was still for sale, “Yes & it’s not yet a year old” came 
the reply. For them, circumstances dictated the sale…

We got the guided tour of this boat called “Takey Tezey” & we were totally 
in awe of it. The magic of the lifestyle, the boat itself & the space on-
board captured our imagination, it was exactly what we’d been looking 
for, even tho we didn’t know it! We stayed there for a couple of hours just 
talking to the owners about their life afloat. It was intriguing & surreal…

During our drive back to the house that day we were like a couple of kids 
in a schoolyard chanting “WE CAN DO THIS, WE CAN DO



Heather steering her floating home
THIS…!” All the way home… Then we had to remove the rose tinted 
glasses & discuss the reality of it all, this wasn’t something we were going 
to rush into & potentially regret later, it needed a lot of thinking about 
first. Handover date was 30th November 2007. However due to work 
commitments we were “part timers” for 18 months till early retirement 
came along…

Something I’ve learned over the years: You’ve only got one life so make 
the most of every day…

In December last year we had Takey Tezey moved from St Mary’s marina 
in Lancashire (where she’s been “based” since she was launched) to 
Mercia marina in Derbyshire. We really enjoyed our time at St Mary’s, we 
miss our friends, but it was time for a change, time to move on again. On 
5th December 2011, TT was lifted out of St Mary’s marina & put on the 
back of a wagon. The following day she was put in at Mercia marina, 100 
miles further south at the heart of the canal system. Just over a month 
later we’re settled in here now. Being “fair weather boaters” we spend as 
much time out on the cut as we can in summer, take off & return when 
we please. Meet up with friends & enjoy the social side of living afloat. It’s 



a wonderful lifestyle & we’re really looking forward to exploring 
“unchartered waters,” (excuse pun) this year…

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

0Takey Tezey takes flying lessons
“Takey Tezey” aka “TT” we didn’t name the boat, but someone had a 
sense of humour just like mine.

What is you boat length and style?

57ft x 10ft, widebeam, cruiser stern, reverse layout.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

Widebeam – 3 years.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

Our boat is our home

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

Retired

What do you like least about narrowboat life?



Nothing to do with the lifestyle, although the spectre of the canal system 
falling into disrepair is a concern.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

Freedom & happiness.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Not a thing, as “newbies” we learned the hard way & spent a fortune 
improving tech specs on the boat. It can’t be improved on now, not after 
all the work we’ve had done, unless something goes wrong!

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

We have a fridge freezer & never go out cruising long enough to need 
food deliveries. If necessary we’d do the online Tesco thing & meet up at 
bridge number whatever.

Dave enjoys a spot of fishing off the front deck
How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Washer / Drier on-board.



How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Marina Wi-Fi & Vodafone 3G dongle on the canal

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

So far? Has to be the Leeds Liverpool – away from Liverpool.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

If we moor up in the same place for a few days, we run the engine for 
half an hour morning & night to keep the batteries charged via the 
alternator. Average used: Probably considered a lot! All electrical 
appliances are 240V except for a 12V TV in the bedroom. However we 
swap the plug in kettle for a whistling gas stove kettle when we’re out.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Do your homework / research in depth & if you’re not sure about 
something, say no. If you are sure, have a survey done before any money 
changes hands. Or find & friendly boater with experience to share.

You can find out more about the adventures of wide beam Takey Tezey 
here.

http://www.takeytezeyheth.net/


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat The Cat’s 
Whiskers

Here’s a twist to the liveaboard case study. Roger and Pat 
aren’t yet full time liveaboards because their boat is still 
under construction. If you’re thinking about having your 
own narrowboat built, you need to read about their 
experience to date.

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

Roger and Pat Filler

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

We live in Welwyn Garden City, in Hertfordshire. I (Roger) recently retired 
after 34 years working for the John Lewis Partnership and Pat works part 
time in the NHS. Like so many others we have hired narrowboats on 
numerous occasions over the years. I was going to

wait until I officially retired at 65 before we 
took the plunge to live afloat but we are both 
in relatively good health, had talked it over 
or over, and decided to proverbially, “put our 
money where our mouths were” after doing 
some sums one night. Neither of us are 
impulsive but we clambered over so many 
boats that were up for sale because their 
owners had developed poor health, that we 
thought if we didn’t do it now we might 

regret it further down the line.

Our new 60 ft semi-trad, is now in build and we take possession of it late 
March.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?



I resisted the temptation to call the boat “The Jolly Roger”. She will be 
“The Cat’s Whiskers”. We are both big cat fans and have shared our lives 
with dozens of felines over the years, so it’s a bit of a homage to them, 
and hopefully, it will be just that – “the cat’s whiskers” . We have certainly 
put our heart and soul into it being so. Unfortunately we will not be taking 
our two current incumbents on board. They are both very old. We will be 
renting our house out to a nice family who love cats so they will be 
staying put.

What is you boat length and style?

“The Cat’s Whiskers” is a 60ft Semi Trad. The steelwork was completed at 
Narrowboats of Staffordshire in August. She was then dropped into the 
Erewash Canal, and towed down to Kingfisher Narrowboats at Trent Lock, 
at the junction of the Soar, the Trent & Mersey and the Erewash, where 
she is currently being fitted out in the dry dock at Kingfisher Narrowboats. 
It’s got a reverse layout and is finished in American Oak. The sign writing 
will be done by Jan Deuchar. We had planned to buy a used boat, but I 
am six foot four and all the beds we saw were six foot ones.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

Our completion date is 1 April (hope that is not an ominous sign). It looks 
as though it will be early though and I hope to be on board a week or two 
before that.

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

In 2012 we plan to cruise until the end of October. West initially to do the 
Llangollen before the season gets really under way, and then we are 
making our way south for we have to be on the Thames at Marlow in 
August for a christening. From there we will head back into the Midlands 
to moor her over winter. We are then travelling to Australia and New 
Zealand, where our daughter lives for Christmas and the New Year. In 
year two we plan to continuously cruise.

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

See first answer for this info

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

Living in a pencil case. I’m a big bloke.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?



The ability to move that pencil case about to explore the wonders and 
beauty of the country’s 3000 miles of waterways.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Our boat is constantly changing and rarely a week goes past, without the 
Kingfisher boys needing a decision made on something or other. Every 
bulb, fitting, cloth and colour, have been decided by us. If, when we take 
ownership of it in March, we are disappointed, then we only have 
ourselves to blame.

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

We will be selling both our cars in the spring. I bought two fold up bikes 
last summer, a Brompton and a Dahon, an American folding bike, and we 
are looking at present how we can accommodate them on board. We’ve 
fitted them out with baskets for the essentials. As a retirement present I 
got a copy of “Water-Way” a software package, that all the benefits of 
Nicholson’s, but beefed up. It’s going to be really useful for finding that 
florist, bakers, dentist or village shop.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

We have purchased a small Zanussi washing machine that is going in to 
the bedroom area at the front of the boat.

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Now here is a can of worms and I have carried out extensive research on 
what boaters are doing at the moment and what can be expected to be 
achieved. The current flavour of the month is definitely “MiFi”, the system 
from the 3 Network, that is a portable hot spot for Wi Fi, and allows you 
to connect to several different devices at the same time. It’s about the 
same size as a phone, and most boaters have found if they blu tack it to 
one of the windows, they get a good signal in most cases. We will have 
two laptops on board. It’s about £15 a month, and we will subscribe in a 
few weeks, when we know our dates

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?



I really like the Southern Stratford. There is no road traffic buzzing away 
in the background, and no train lines, so it is really quiet. Best of all is the 
architecture of the distinctive bridges and barrelled roof homes. It’s just 
missing some decent pubs.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

We are taking the plunge and having two solar panels installed on “The 
Cat’s Whiskers”. That should limit the amount of time we have to run the 
engines to charge the batteries if we are stationery. We have six leisure 
batteries as well as a starter battery and one for a bow thruster. There 
will be a 2K Victron invertor on board.

You can find out more about the adventures of narrowboat The Cat’s 
Whiskers here.

file:///C:/Users/Paul/Google%20Drive%202/Google%20Drive/Living%20On%20A%20Narrowboat/Ebooks/Narrowboat%20Case%20Studies/Blog


A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Lyra

Here’s another Q & A session with boaters living afloat full 
time. Isn’t this the retirement that most people can only 
dream about? Bob and Cath Hawkins think it is. 

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

Bob & Cath Hawkins

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

The usual story I suppose. Our first experience was in 1980 with a 3 
month old baby, 2 weeks on the Shroppie. It rained every day and we 
were hooked.

Relaxing after a hard day on the canal 



We started to hire again as soon as we could afford it and finally bought 
our own boat in 2005 when I retired. After fitting it out myself from a 
lined sailaway Cath took a year off work and we cruised for a full year. We 
then returned to marina life until 2010 when we finally decided to cut 
loose.

We now cruise throughout the summer and find a marina for the winter 
months. Our present mooring is Leeds and we love it here so will probably 
return next winter.

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Our boat is called LYRA and was named after the heroin of Philip 
Pullmans’s “His dark Materials Trilogy”

What is your boat length and style?

She is 60 ft. semi trad.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

Since 2005

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

Permanently

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

No

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

The fact that we seldom see friends and it may be us, but al lot of boat 
people seem “stand offish” these days.

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

The pace, and the changing scene.

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

3 ft. less, and cruiser stern. ( I know that’s 2)

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?



Walk mostly, bike sometimes.

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Washer/dryer on board

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Mobile broadband. Sometimes it doesn’t work.

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

The high bits of The Leeds Liverpool, but almost everywhere.

How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Answer here... Travel power generator. Yes we use a lot of power.

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Think carefully about what you want from it.



A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Olive Rose

Meet the married couple living aboard with a pair of cats. 
Lina has been living on boats now for the last decade and 
a half... and she’s still only forty two!

Who are you? (and your significant other and, of course, your dog if  
you have one)

Lina Noyes, husband Warren and the cats Sammie and Sheila, who are 
sisters

Tell me a little about yourself and why you decided to live a life  
afloat

I had fancied the idea of life afloat since i was 21, then finally got round 
to it at the age of 27……I’m now almost 42.

Lina steering 

What is your boat called and why did you decide on that name?

Olive Rose, she was already named that. I reckon after someone’s aunt or 
something.



What is you boat length and style?

62ft traditional.

How long have you been a narrowboat owner?

15 years

How much time do you spend on your boat each year?

I’m a liveaboard

Are you still working? (If so, what do you do?)

I’m a student nurse (mental health)

What do you like least about narrowboat life?

The mud in winter

What do you like most about narrowboat life?

The freedom

If you could change just one thing about your boat, what would it  
be?

Remove my husband, ha ha!!!

When you are cruising how do you resupply (How do you get to the  
supermarket without a car)?

Find a town or supermarket near the canal

How do you do your washing when you are cruising?

Find a laundrette or hand wash

How do you connect to the internet when you are on your boat and  
are you happy with the service you receive?

Wireless connection

What is your favourite canal or section of canal?

Marsworth area and the Wendover Arm



How do you generate electricity when you are cruising and how  
much do you use?

Running the engine whilst cruising charges the batteries

What advice can you offer someone considering living on a  
narrowboat?

Don’t keep what you really don’t need, there isn’t the space!



Summary of Answers

I thought that collecting all the answers together would help you get a 
feel for the different areas of narrowboat life. As you will see from the 
collective answers, on some subjects, almost all of the liveaboard boaters 
agreed. On others, however, it’s all down to a matter of personal choice 
and preference.

Financing a Dream Narrowboat

There are thousands of narrowboats on the market at any one time. One 
of the best places or you to look online is Apolloduck. There are 
narrowboats for sale from as little as £3,000 (for a 28’ scruffy Springer in 
need of a huge amount of TLC) to well over £100,000 for a narrowboat 
built and fitted out to your own specification.

Funding the boat purchase in the case studies was done through savings, 
loans, redundancy payments, inheritance, equity from the sale of 
property, extending the mortgage on an existing property and converting 
pensions into cash.

We paid straight out of our savings. I had to keep my eye on the 
exchange rate for months, and transferred the money from Australia 
straight to Calcutt Boats. NB Willow

The selling of the house helped finance the purchase of the boat and left 
us with money over to help with the survey, blackening of the base of the 
boat so it worked out well for us. NB Mischief

Ancillary Relief, loan NB The Mothership

Scrimped and saved for a couple of years of a 10 year plan before waking 
up one day and saying ‘we’re going to the bank to re-mortgage the house’ 
I didn’t want to wait another 8 years! My most recent background was 
Estate agency and its associated financing so I was able to get quite good 
mortgage rates that meant we would still have a good few hundred pound 
over from the rent we were charging our tenants to live on. Lois Jane

Dad’s inheritance. NB Ghosties

http://narrowboats.apolloduck.co.uk/


Deposit and then Boat Mortgage and a loan to do renovations. NB Song 
of the Waterways

Cash purchase. La Licorne

From savings Blue Moon

Friends and family begged me not to sell my house in case the new 
lifestyle didn’t suit me, so I extended the mortgage to cover the purchase 
of the boat, additional equipment I wanted to add and rented out the 
property. I’ve since sold up so she’s all mine now. NB Hobo

I paid for my boat out of the sale of my house. NB Snowdrop

A combination of compensation for losing a job, savings and inheritance. 
NB Ouse Dunit

We already had a motor home so we were living in that while we searched 
for a boat (our house contents are languishing in a secure barn that we 
bought for that purpose before we left France) so we had the proceeds of 
our house sale in France and we bought it outright. NB Tournesol

We both sold our houses to buy the boats. NB The Woodsman

As I mentioned above, my life has always been somewhat itinerant. I 
worked as a roadie for rock bands for a few years, living on tour busses 
and in hotels and eating at catering. I was earning good money and 
having very little time or reason to spend any. Then I worked in Lanzarote 
for a while, helping to set up a zoo over there whilst again, living on site 
and being catered for. When i came home I had enough money for a 
house deposit or a boat. NB The Watchman

We were very lucky to sell our house at the top end of the market. Having 
worked so hard on the renovation, we cleared the mortgage and bought 
Far Star outright, with a little left over for a rainy day fund! NB Far Star

Our employer purchased this for us in a round-about way with a double 
bubble redundancy payment. With the surplus we purchase a second 
property which we rent out! NB Rose of Arden

I had 2 separate private pensions that I had been paying into for many 
years. I converted the pensions and used the cash allowance to achieve 
my goal. NB Pengalanty



Narrowboat Length

Narrowboats vary in length from 20’ up to 70’. Your choice will depend on 
your budget, how much living space you want or need and how much of 
the canal and river network you want to cruise.

Access to the canals on the system is determined by the size of the locks, 
both the width and the length. Narrowboats are just under seven feet in 
width. Width restrictions aren’t a problem for narrowboats but wide beam 
boats are excluded from many canals. Wide beams in the south can travel 
up the Grand Union canal as far as Birmingham but can’t join the 
northern network; wide beams in the north can travel south as far as 
Leicester but can’t join the Grand Union to travel south to the rivers Lee, 
Stort and Thames and then on to the Kennet and Avon canal.

On a narrowboat you have access to most of the network. You can travel 
from Bristol in the south west, east as far as the Thames estuary, north to 
Birmigham (diverting north east for as long as you want to explore the 
Middle Level navigations, the Cam, Great Ouse and Nene), continue 
through the country’s second city on past Liverpool, Manchester and 
Preston before reaching the most northerly point on in the north west at 
Lancaster. You can then travel south again to the Leeds Liverpool then 
turn north east and meander along the canals and rivers to the cathedral 
city of Ripon in North Yorkshire.

There are a few canals, mainly in the north, where length rather than 
width is an issue. The longest “go anywhere” narrowboat is 58’, although 
it’s still possible to get a narrowboat a couple of feet longer through the 
short locks by putting them in the lock diagonally or backwards or by 
removing the fenders.

Living space may be more important to you than the fact that you’ll be 
excluded from one or two canals with a longer narrowboat, or excluded 
from half the system with a wide beam in which case may a seventy 
footer is for you. Here’s the choice made by our liveaboard boaters.

James is 62′ with a traditional stern. From the front; well deck with 
removable table for al fresco summer dining, saloon with solid fuel stove, 
dining area, galley, “office” (can be converted into three bunk beds), 
bathroom, bedroom and engine room. NB James

A lovely traditional stern classic boat of 58′ NB Willow



Our boat is 60 ft long and 11 ft wide. NB Mischief

70’ narrowbeam Barry Jenkins “Icebreaker”, 30’ Springer. NB The 
Mothership

Lois Jane is a 60ft cruiser stern. Built in 2000 by Alexander boat builders 
and is Sandhills No. 1 boat. She is a gas free boat with a 50hp beta 
marine engine and engine mounted 7kva generator. I have recently added 
4 x 100w solar panels. The layout from stern is – office and electrics, 
bedroom with cross bed, bathroom with airing cupboard for my 
homebrew, galley with breakfast bar, lounge with a Becton arrow stove in 
the corner. The interior is all good quality but I am spending an arm and a 
leg on varnish for the iroko floor and oak panelled walls. Lois Jane

42ft 6 inch Stern Cruiser Springer, born 1969 NB Ghosties

60 foot traditional with back cabin, vintage engine in engine room and 
long front hold under canvas. NB Song of the Waterways

A 50 foot semi trad built by Midlands Canal Centre. La Licorne

40 ft Traditional Blue Moon

47ft trad. NB Hobo

“Snowdrop” is 62.1/2′ in length and is a semi trad. NB Snowdrop

Ouse Dunit is a 58ft trad narrowboat with a conventional layout, from the 
front, sitting room, L shaped diner, galley, bathroom, and a bedroom with 
cross bed. The modern Nanni engine is hidden under the floor at the 
stern. NB Ouse Dunit

Tournesol is a 70′ trad style narrowboat with a Beta 50 engine. NB 
Tournesol

My boat is The Woodsman, a 60 foot semi-trad, built in 2000. Barry’s is 
called Sunflower and is a 1993 Dave Thomas build, a 63 foot Dutch barge 
style. We both bought our boats with the names already in place. NB The 
Woodsman

It’s a 50 foot trad. NB The Watchman

She is a 70 foot long traditional narrowboat. NB Far Star

Rosie is 50′ in length narrow in beam and is a semi trad design with pram 
and cratch covers. It’s reverse layout, with (from the bow) bedroom, 
bathroom, kitchen and saloon. It has a pump-out toilet, Beta 38 engine, 



Aldi gas central heating, Villager puffin stove, Gas oven and hob, bath and 
shower plus hand basin and maceration toilet. NB Rose of Arden

57ft x 10ft, widebeam, cruiser stern, reverse layout. Widebeam Takey 
Tezey

The boat is 58’0” long, supposed to be 2.4” draft but there is so much 
equipment and timber on board that it more like 2’7” and the stern digs 
deeper when cruising. This is actually more stable, so I am happy with 
this. NB Pengalanty

57ft. Cruiser stern. Reverse layout. NB Osprey

“The Cat’s Whiskers” is a 60ft Semi Trad. The steelwork was completed at 
Narrowboats of Staffordshire in August. She was then dropped into the 
Erewash Canal, and towed down to Kingfisher Narrowboats at Trent Lock, 
at the junction of the Soar, the Trent & Mersey and the Erewash, where 
she is currently being fitted out in the dry dock at Kingfisher Narrowboats. 
It’s got a reverse layout and is finished in American Oak. The sign writing 
will be done by Jan Deuchar. We had planned to buy a used boat, but I 
am six foot four and all the beds we saw were six foot ones. NB The Cats 
Whiskers

She is 60 ft. semi trad. NB Lyra

62ft traditional. NB Olive Rose

The reason for moving onto a narrowboat

This section of the case studies always fascinates me. There’s such a wide 
variety of answers. What often triggers the decision though is a sudden 
change in circumstances; a job loss, the breakdown of a relationship or 
the death of a loved one. For some it’s the realisation that there’s more to 
life than existing in a brick cocoon, isolated from the rich landscape of our 
Emerald Isle.

Whether your reason for considering the waterways as a new back garden 
is reactive or proactive you’ll find our liveaboard boaters’ reasons for 
living afloat very interesting reading.



I was working at Calcutt Boats at a time when my marriage was on the 
rocks. I needed somewhere to stay and James, which then belonged to 
marina owner Roger Preen, was moored at the marina but wasn’t being 
used. I moved on board temporarily, fell in love with the boat and the way 
of life, bought the boat from them and have lived on board ever since. NB 
James

I was always interested in changing landscapes. I was born in England, 
but my parents took me to the then Union of South Africa when I was 
three and some months. I was always fascinated by maps and my 
surroundings, and when our plane took off (BOAC Constellation, a 
classic), the first thing I said was: “Mummy, look, maps!” I lived in 
Johannesburg, South Africa for many years, but like my mother, always 
wanted to go back to England. Eventually, when I returned for to England 
for the second time, after having lived in Cambridge for a short six 
months, I lived and worked in London in 1973.

During that time, I worked in Cricklewood, not far from the Paddington 
Arm of the Grand Union Canal. I was so fascinated by the canal, I used to 
take my bicycle down to the towpath every good weather day, and cycle 
past the gasometer and Kensal Green Cemetery. I always wondered how 
far the canals went, and whether one could keep on walking/cycling on 
the towpath forever! One day I walked and cycled where possible, all the 
way down to Little Venice. I saw some live aboard boats there at the time, 
but there were very few, and I certainly never saw any travelling along 
the then derelict canals!

Later on, when I emigrated to Australia (in the days when a British Citizen 
could just walk in with a TB clearance), in 1974, I fell in love with the 
weather, and Sydney harbour as I am a water person, having travelled by 
boat, and that is how I arrived in Australia after an overland journey from 
London to Singapore. I used to take a little ferry across the harbour for 
many years when I worked in the city. Still, I longed to go back to 
England, but I had settled in Australia, and went to technical college and 
university there.

Melbourne University Publishing published my pictorial book, Virtual 
Voyages into Virtual landscapes which included multimedia a DVD 
production, https://estore.mup.com.au/items/9780522852035. I created 
sixteen virtual environments representing places I had visited, or 
remembered seeing in film. Such was my fascination with travel and 
being in different geographical locations. This was an outcome of my 
thesis about my work and the creation of virtual landscapes using fractals.



Meanwhile, I was teaching and lecturing after my years of work in 
drawing offices and illustration studios. I was getting near to retirement, 
and we went overseas twice, and the first time early 2007, we had spent 
ten days on the South Oxford canal from Lower Heyford on a tiny 
Oxfordshire Narrowboat named Radcot. We had such a lovely adventure 
that we decided to travel on the inland waterways on the next trip which 
was in 2010, and we decided to hire a boat to travel the Llangollen canal 
and cross the mighty Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and travel along the 
Shroppie. We loved it so much, we were very sad to leave. This is when 
we began toying with the idea of buying our very own narrowboat, so that 
we could travel anywhere on the system and as long as we wished, 
without having to turn back.

I retired this year, and had enough saved up to buy a second hand boat of 
reasonable quality. The idea would be to keep our house in Australia, and 
live on the boat during the Australian winter and enjoy the UK spring and 
summer months. We arrived in Calcutt in March, and in two weeks, we fell 
in love with a boat Paul and Russ introduced us to: NB Willow. A twenty 
year old Colecraft boat, fitted out by Calcutt. I had been looking at several 
boats on the internet, but there were very few that we were interested in. 
NB Willow was the fourth boat we actually went into and we liked what we 
saw. NB Willow

My husband wanted a change of lifestyle and his love is the sea and 
always wanted at some point to live near the sea again. A friend of ours 
heard about Paul’s interest and as he lives on a narrow boat, he asked us 
down to view his and it all took off from there. We do not regret our life 
on our wide beam one bit. NB Mischief

I purchased my ship in 2001, because it was the only form of housing I 
could afford at the time for myself and my two children that would enable 
us to live in Oxford, and because I had always wished to return to the life 
afloat since my first job after leaving school, living and working aboard a 
50’ prawn trawler in the Isle of Man for a year 1975/’76. My wife bought 
her 30’ Springer in 2003 whilst studying for her PHD, again because of 
the affordable housing matter. We met whilst fixing our boats up at 
Castlemill Boatyard, Jericho. NB The Mothership

First part; we are both just the wrong side of 40 with our daughter Jess 
settled at Winchester Uni. We have a house in Poole Dorset that we have 
just rented out for a year. We used to really like kayaking and walking but 
as jobs got busier leisure time got less. Oh, I’m a bit of a waffler as well



Second part; Wow, the $64k question. We were both really fed up of our 
9-5 (8-8 in my case) sort of corporate work lifestyles and wanted the 
opportunity to see what life and other parts of the UK was all about. We 
have both worked full time since the day we left school and really needed 
our ‘gap year’. We moved to Poole on a whim (I’m that kind of person) we 
had lived in Basingstoke and enjoyed daytrips to the coast. We have no 
family there and no ties so why not look at other parts of the UK to live in 
and seeing the Uk at 3mph sounded like a good start. I guess it would be 
a great opportunity to live on a shoestring to retrain ourselves to live 
within our means rather than spend what we earned. (Did I mention that 
I am a bit of a waffler?) NB Lois Jane

My Mum and Dad lived on a boat for some time, my Grandmother had a 
boat, my uncle was a Merchant Seaman and I passed my Sea Navigation 
GCSE at school, I thought that rather qualified me to be afloat. I felt it 
was in my blood.

When Dad popped his clogs I thought about doing something sensible 
with my inheritance but bought a 41 year old boat instead. I like a 
challenge and my target was to spend as much time as I could on the 
water. I live and work part of the week on land and the other onboard NB 
Ghosties

We decided after having a boat that we wanted to live on one full time as 
we love the concept of narrowboat living. NB Song of the Waterways

We were fortunate in being able to retire early with a clear plan of what 
we wanted. We sold up in the UK and bought a small holiday home in 
France and a Mercedes based motor home. For 9 years we travelled the 
whole of Europe, the Arctic Circle and North Africa. Then we drove to 
Beijing via Turkey, Iran, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Kyrgyzstan and 
back via Mongolia and Russia. The following year we were off again to 
Nepal via Iran, Pakistan and India. The longer trips took 7 or 8 months. 
We realised that our trips became more and more difficult. We could not 
return to Libya, Egypt, Iran, Syria etc. so what should we do? A wide 
beam or narrowboat seemed the answer and a narrowboat posed fewer 
restrictions so here we are. La Licorne

I decided to experiment with living on a narrowboat initially just for the 
summer. Our children have left home and I wanted to find a creative 
space. Kerry was not too horrified so I went ahead and bought Blue Moon 
in April with the possibility of selling her in September. Kerry, friends and 
family will be visiting at various times throughout the summer and I will 



occasionally return home for work meetings and to play gigs with my 
band the Peace Artistes. Blue Moon

Following the death of a loved one in 2006, I needed a new focus to fill 
the void that this loss created. As I’d hit 50 the year before, it seemed 
like a now or never moment. I’ve always loved the water and had a 
romantic fascination for narrowboats; bright paintwork, colourful people 
and the lifestyle in general. Originally it was to be a project; something to 
renovate, somewhere to go of an evening or weekend and during 
holidays, something to look forward to. The boat I eventually fell for, 
however, was in tip top condition, freshly blacked and painted, inside all 
well fitted out and ready to move onto, so I bit the bullet and did just 
that.

My focus then shifted to getting the boat to the mooring of my choice, an 
hour away by road but two weeks cruising. I’d never driven a boat before 
so saw this as a good time to learn. My niece put me in touch with a 
boatie colleague of hers who agreed to help me with this journey. We had 
a brilliant adventure and I learned a lot (very quickly) and by the time we 
reached the marina, where I would live very happily for the next four 
years, I could handle the boat fairly competently. Lorna and I are still firm 
friends to this day.

Whilst my time in the marina was good, I hankered for the cruising life 
but didn’t want to go it alone. Getting together with John, a kindred spirit, 
made this possible and we cruise as much as we can while we continue to 
work. I now have a winter mooring on the Stort in Hertfordshire from 
where we strike out in the summer months to explore different 
waterways. John commutes to and from the farm by light aircraft (his first 
love) and I remain on a riverbank somewhere, while he is away, and work 
from home. At the end of his working week he flies back and off we tootle 
some more. It’s a great life and works wonderfully well for us. But that’s 
another story….. NB Hobo

After the death of my parents, I realized I didn’t really know anyone in 
the town I lived in. I had acted as Carer, initially in between
teaching IT outside of the area in which I was living.

I then spent time, with a friend of mine, who owned a narrow boat. I had 
travelled the canals earlier, so was used to them. I have always loved 
being out of doors and spent a lot of my childhood in woodlands and the 
countryside. Anyway, I decided to sell up and buy a boat! Just like that!

http://www.peaceartistes.org.uk/


Initially I thought my house would never sell. I found one narrow boat, 
fell in love with it, but because of the house not selling had
to lose it. Spending Christmas with my friend, pending a trip to York, I 
received a telephone call from the local police to say my house appeared 
to be flooding from the inside. To cut a long story short. I returned home 
to devastation. However, the oddest thing about this was, I sold the house 
within three weeks, found a boat I liked and purchased it. Was living on it 
about six weeks later as from that telephone call! NB Snowdrop

Let’s put this right, we don’t live afloat 12 months of the year we haven’t 
been brave enough to go full time. We are at an age where we both have 
several things wrong with us, so we decided to keep our house to give us 
somewhere to go if things go wrong. We first bought a second hand 38 
footer in 1996 but soon realised we were going to spend a lot of time on 
the boat so 2 years later we bought a shell from R&D Fabrications and 
fitted it out ourselves. We’ll finish it eventually.

When i was working I used the boat as a base so did continuous cruising 
around Cheshire for a full year whilst working there but since retiring we 
have spent 5 very enjoyable summers cruising the system and used the 
boat on numerous weekends through the winter. NB Ouse Dunit

When we first took early retirement in 1999 after the last offspring left 
home to go off to Uni, we bought a 63′ Dave Thomas Dutch Barge 
lookalike and continuously cruised for nine months before we decided to 
sell it and move to France. We returned to the UK at the end of 2010 
because Sarkozy told all the pre-retired expats to return their cartes 
vitale and leave the health system. We were living on work pensions and 
couldn’t afford private health care so we coped as long as we could, then 
sold up and came back. Having lived in the beautiful Limousin countryside 
for 10 years, we didn’t feel we could bear to live in suburbia, plus the 
property prices had more than doubled since we sold up, so we decided to 
look for a boat and found her on the internet being advertised on Apollo 
Duck as a private sale. NB Tournesol

Barry and I own our own boats and travel together. I met him when I had 
a smaller boat and moored up behind him. We enjoy being close to 
nature, watching the wild life and the changing of the seasons. Barry is a 
bit of a musician, plays the keyboard and drums. I introduced him to 
poetry and showed him how to put it on a poetry site. We also enjoy 
drawing and painting (though we are not very good at that), making 
candles, sight-seeing and looking at old churches and cathedrals on our 
travels, and are fascinated with words… Scrabble, Boggle, quizzes. The 



reason I decided to live afloat is that once on my first little boat I became 
hooked. Those long weekends which were planned turned into long 
weeks, then months. The canal adopted ME, rather than the other way 
round. NB The Woodsman

I supposed I stumbled into boating almost by accident. I’d just returned 
from a stint working abroad and I had a decent chunk of cash in my bank 
account. I’d been rather itinerant since I left home in my teens and 
thought that perhaps it was time I settled down and bought a house. 
After doing some research, however, I deduced that the housing market 
was on the edge of a precipice and that investing in bricks and mortar at 
that point was a very bad idea. Admittedly I mistimed my prediction by a 
few years, but I was eventually proven to be correct in my calculations.

As for buying a boat, it seemingly came out of nowhere. I’d never even 
stepped aboard one before I handed over my cash. I’d spoken to some 
friends about it when they considered living aboard a few years earlier, 
but it still surprises me that I ended up on a boat. saying that, if you 
spoke to my friends and said that Tony was planning to live in a hot air 
balloon, they would probably say “Yes, I bet he does as well!” NB The 
Watchman

With Dad in the army, I had grown up moving around every 3 years or so 
and this continued into my adult life – becoming restless after being in 
one spot for a couple of years. Both Ian and I had lived in caravans in a 
former life and when we got together we first lived in a flat then a larger 
house with garden. 5 years of the house and complete renovation, we 
decided a life afloat would be for us. At that time I was in a very stressful 
job and life afloat gave me the opportunity to turn my back on that as we 
would be able to survive on one salary. NB Far Star

We did not intend to live our lives afloat, but we have a history of holiday 
hire boats over a number of years. We decided to own rather than hire so 
that we could spend more time afloat at the weekend and during holiday 
periods. So we entered a protracted search for our boat. We did consider 
a new build, but with all the boat builders going out of business and the 
horror stories that were in the press. We change tactic to looking for a 
best compromise and second hand. When we found our ideal boat we 
were also fast approaching retirement. It was at this time that we sort of 
evolved to spending more time afloat than ashore.

We both worked in higher education (52 years between us) and our 
employer was looking to up-size the number of students and at the same 



time down-size the number of staff. With a little over a year to go to our 
expected retirement we were made and offer of voluntary redundancy. 
(Brokered in a “walking up in bed with a horses head” sort of way) After 
we had removed the smiles off our faces (With a paper scraper) we 
planned to start spending more time afloat sooner rather than later. I now 
have difficulty in remembering anything from the last five years of 
University life – I must be in denial. NB Rose of Arden

Itchy feet, I suppose? In Germany, I soon became involved in the Holiday 
business. This took me as far as Poland, Russia, Hungry, Yugoslavia 
(Then),UK, France to Italy and all the mountain passes; hard work and 
immensely enjoyable.

I have always been interested in canals, ever since I lived in Wombourne, 
near Bratch locks. I found narrowboats fascinating then, and still do. I 
was lucky enough to be able to design the boat of my dreams (Nearly got 
everything right) and I had enough money to have the steel shell built 
based on a trad. design (6 years ago). I have been working towards 
completion ever since. NB Pengalanty

Phil took early retirement some years ago and I was working very long 
hours to pay the mortgage and all the other bills incurred from living in a 
large four bedroomed Victorian terraced house. Our two boys had left 
home and we were rattling around in this big house and thought it was 
time to make changes so that we had more time for us and a lifestyle 
which suited our interests. We are very ‘outdoorsy’ people and after 
plenty of research discovered that living afloat ticked all the boxes for us. 
NB Osprey

How we got to where we’re at now: We’d lived in the same place for 25 
years, our kids who we’re very proud of had left home with careers to 
follow. So there we were, happy together but rattling round a big house 
with nothing left to offer us… Even with great memories from our past in 
that place, we needed to move on, besides you can take memories with 
you wherever you go… And we also had our precious dreams, so why not 
do something about it? What had we got to lose? We both realised it was 
time to get away from the suburbs & make the move to a more rural 
area, this was what we wanted to do… At this point we made the decision 
to sell up & started discussing our options…

Buy a house in the country? 

Too expensive when you want a 360 degree view…
Buy a narrowboat? Too small…



Move to Florida – our second home…? It turned out to be a Visa 
nightmare with a waiting list of up to 2 years…

So we bided our time & concentrated on getting the house ready to sell, 
neither of us panicked about it – like we knew there was something out 
there for us, all we had to do was wait…

We’ve walked the canals for years, & after ruling out a narrowboat, the 
27th June 2007 was the day that changed our lives. We almost didn’t go 
for a walk that day along the Rufford canal because I wasn’t feeling very 
well, but we did. We almost didn’t stop for a brew at St Mary’s marina 
cafe afterwards, but we did. We almost walked past our (unknown) dream 
without looking back, but something made Dave turn his head. He saw a 
boat on the end of the pier with a “FOR SALE” sign in the window. I 
carried on walking away (dream on), but something made me turn around 
& look. We both walked down towards it & noticed it was wider than the 
others, for all our travels down the towpath we hadn’t noticed WIDTH. We 
asked the owner if it was still for sale, “Yes & it’s not yet a year old” came 
the reply. For them, circumstances dictated the sale…

We got the guided tour of this boat called “Takey Tezey” & we were totally 
in awe of it. The magic of the lifestyle, the boat itself & the space on-
board captured our imagination, it was exactly what we’d been looking 
for, even tho we didn’t know it! We stayed there for a couple of hours just 
talking to the owners about their life afloat. It was intriguing & surreal…

During our drive back to the house that day we were like a couple of kids 
in a schoolyard chanting “WE CAN DO THIS, WE CAN DO

THIS…!” All the way home… Then we had to remove the rose tinted 
glasses & discuss the reality of it all, this wasn’t something we were going 
to rush into & potentially regret later, it needed a lot of thinking about 
first. Handover date was 30th November 2007. However due to work 
commitments we were “part timers” for 18 months till early retirement 
came along…

Something I’ve learned over the years: You’ve only got one life so make 
the most of every day…

In December last year we had Takey Tezey moved from St Mary’s marina 
in Lancashire (where she’s been “based” since she was launched) to 
Mercia marina in Derbyshire. We really enjoyed our time at St Mary’s, we 
miss our friends, but it was time for a change, time to move on again. On 
5th December 2011, TT was lifted out of St Mary’s marina & put on the 



back of a wagon. The following day she was put in at Mercia marina, 100 
miles further south at the heart of the canal system. Just over a month 
later we’re settled in here now. Being “fair weather boaters” we spend as 
much time out on the cut as we can in summer, take off & return when 
we please. Meet up with friends & enjoy the social side of living afloat. It’s 
a wonderful lifestyle & we’re really looking forward to exploring 
“unchartered waters,” (excuse pun) this year… Widebeam Takey Tezey

We live in Welwyn Garden City, in Hertfordshire. I (Roger) recently retired 
after 34 years working for the John Lewis Partnership and Pat works part 
time in the NHS. Like so many others we have hired narrowboats on 
numerous occasions over the years. I was going to

wait until I officially retired at 65 before we took the plunge to live afloat 
but we are both in relatively good health, had talked it over or over, and 
decided to proverbially, “put our money where our mouths were” after 
doing some sums one night. Neither of us are impulsive but we clambered 
over so many boats that were up for sale because their owners had 
developed poor health, that we thought if we didn’t do it now we might 
regret it further down the line.

Our new 60 ft semi-trad, is now in build and we take possession of it late 
March. NB The Cats Whiskers

The usual story I suppose. Our first experience was in 1980 with a 3 
month old baby, 2 weeks on the Shroppie. It rained every day and we 
were hooked.

We started to hire again as soon as we could afford it and finally bought 
our own boat in 2005 when I retired. After fitting it out myself from a 
lined sailaway Cath took a year off work and we cruised for a full year. We 
then returned to marina life until 2010 when we finally decided to cut 
loose.

We now cruise throughout the summer and find a marina for the winter 
months. Our present mooring is Leeds and we love it here so will probably 
return next winter. NB Lyra

I had fancied the idea of life afloat since i was 21, then finally got round 
to it at the age of 27……I’m now almost 42. NB Olive Rose



Owner Occupation

Can you live on a narrowboat and still hold down a regular job? Some of 
our liveaboard can. The type of job you do will have a significant impact 
on the amount of cruising you do. Working a 9-5 job at a specific 
geographical location is possible if you have a permanent residential 
mooring.

There are hundreds, maybe thousands of liveaboard boaters who don’t 
have an official residential mooring. They find a convenient spot on the 
canal close to a bridge where they can park their car. They pay lip service 
to the Trust regulations and rely on the tendency in the past for the 
waterways authorities to ignore illegally moored boats.

The Canal and River Trust which has taken over management of the 
canals from British Waterways has promised to take a much firmer 
approach to licensing and mooring issues. Finding a quiet place to live on 
your boat without away from prying eyes and without the correct 
documentation may be much more difficult in future.

There are some boat owners who manage to combine a full time job with 
constant cruising. In the main, their jobs involve work that can be done 
on, or through, the internet. 

I talk to quite a few potential liveaboard boaters. Many of them are still of 
a working age. They need to carry on earning a crust to fund their new 
lifestyle. Many don’t realise quite how much it’s going to cost them. 
Others imagine that they’re going to supplement whatever income they 
have by starting a business online.

It’s not easy to earn a full time income from the internet without putting a 
lot of work into it first. A few have suggested to me that they will start a 
business buying and selling on eBay. What they haven’t considered is 
where they are going to keep their stock and how they are going to send 
it to their buyers when they are moored on a canal in the middle of 
nowhere.

Others are seduced by the adverts they see online for home working or 
for earning thousands of pounds selling digital products. Very few people 
make a liveable wage online in this way. 

A popular concept is the idea of providing goods and services from a 
narrowboat. Again, there are very few boat owners who make a living this 
way. Whether the business’s target market is visitors to the canal or to 



other boat owners, the business is seasonal. There aren’t many people on 
or near the waterways during the colder months. 

Selling to other boaters is rarely profitable. Narrowboats are self 
contained homes. They have everything on board to keep them going for 
days or weeks at a time. When they need to replenish supplies, they can 
cruise to the nearest boatyard or walk, cycle or ride to the nearest shops.

The boaters who need to work to fund their lifestyle and who successfully 
and regularly cruise the canal network have jobs where geographical 
location isn’t critical. Of the boaters surveyed, the ones who need to work 
and who travel regularly are ither writers or graphic artists.

The liveaboard boaters who hold down more conventional jobs have 
residential moorings. If you fall into this category, make sure that you 
know that you can secure a residential mooring before you buy your boat. 
Official residential moorings are scarce. In the south around London 
they’re like hen’s teeth. 

I’m a groundsman at the marina. I love it. There are 110 acres to look 
after including over 8,000 trees around the two marinas. It’s a wonderful 
place to work at any time of the year, but in the spring and early summer 
when I spend all day walking through carpets of wildflowers, it’s magical 
(but I wish I could do a bit more cruising). NB James

Retired, who knows if I do any part time work later, sign painting for 
boats or canal art maybe, or even a music gig perhaps. NB Willow

Unfortunately not at the moment, as I have been diagnosed with terminal 
cancer of the breast, spine and liver. My husband works, as he is self-
employed. NB Mischief

Carpenter and landscape designer, Scientist NB The Mothership

Not at the mo, Deb is hoping to do a bit of online admin and I’ve got a 
couple of pin money ideas, but again I want to aim to earn what I need to 
live not fit my lifestyle around what I earn. Lois Jane

I’m an academic event manager; I organise conferences, seminars, 
lectures and courses in the UK. NB Ghosties

We both retired in April 2011 NB Song of the Waterways



Definitely not! Retiring early was the best thing I ever did. However I 
have recently written a novel which has been accepted for publication, 
and we are both doing OU courses. La Licorne

Yes, I’m a graphic designer Blue Moon

Freelance writer. NB Hobo

I mainly write children’s books, which can be viewed in several ways: 
www.lulu.com/spotlight/greensleevesuk, www.thewoodknottales.com. A 
free download of the latter is available. They are also on Amazon. NB 
Snowdrop

No. I am happily retired. NB Ouse Dunit

Keith was in the Navy for 26 years and then the prison service until he 
took early retirement and I was a professional counsellor working for the 
NHS and East Kent education authority before I took early retirement. I 
started a non-profit-making website called Counselling In France in 2003 
and that is still going and growing all the time, plus I run a small business 
designing websites called Windoweb so I am still doing that, although that 
is mainly for enjoyment as it makes very little profit. I also run a small 
sideline selling porthole doilies from a website and I also sell as we go 
along with the help of a board on the roof – people see the doilies in our
portholes and stop to look at the ones I have for sale. We are 60 and 65 
this year so we are feeling a bit better off with old-age pensions kicking 
in, which is just as well with the price of diesel! NB Tournesol

We are both in our 60′s and retired. I used to be a psychiatric nurse. NB 
The Woodsman

I’m a freelance writer. I write for magazines such a BBC Wildlife, the 
Spectator, most of the boating magazines and many more besides. I also 
write text for museum displays and my first book ‘The Liveaboard Guide’ 
is due to be published any day now. It’s a nuts and bolts guide to living 
afloat, warts and all, and it has lots of anecdotes and case studies and 
stories too. This helps to give the reader a real flavour of what boat life is 
actually like; the lifestyle and the types of people who are suited to it. NB 
The Watchman

Having retired from my stressful administration position, I now spend my 
days painting canal artwork – small projects of household goods, 
including Buckby cans. From spring to early winter I also work as a part 
time jobbing gardener – tending gardens for folk who can no longer 



manage it. It is very satisfying work, but would not make me a living. I 
am very lucky that with Ian working, I am able to do this. NB Far Star

We are both retired from a life in Higher Education where we would be 
into our day job annoying sleeping students by waking them up! We were 
both bewildered by the mystery of the job created in the elevated minds 
by the rarefied air being breathed by our managers. (Basically the job 
was platting water and talking bollocks instead of working!) NB Rose of 
Arden

I have been working all my life sometimes doing 2 and 3 jobs (doubling 
upon shifts etc) I was known as a workaholic! I continued working until I 
was almost 77. I found that some of the heavy work I was doing was 
becoming too much and I hadn’t recovered completely by the next 
morning. I then decided it was time to enjoy more time for myself. Now I 
am fully retired and still HAVE NO TIME to spare – How did I find time to 
undertake 3 jobs? I’ll never work that one out! NB Pengalanty

Phil is retired. I am a freelance musician and I work part time. I do two 
days teaching a week in term time, run two music websites, play for 
weddings and work for an examination board. NB Osprey

Retired Widebeam Takey Tezey

Retired NB Lyra

I’m a student nurse (mental health) NB Olive Rose

Least liked aspect of narrowboat life

Is life on a narrowboat perfect? No, of course it isn’t. There are aspects of 
life on the cut that irritate boaters but most of those surveyed differed in 
their dislikes. The list includes being cold during the winter, English 
weather in general, spiders, boat snobbery, poor quality goods and 
services from some boat yards, rude and noisy fellow boaters, the 
difficulty in receiving post, shallow canals, dropping things in the water, 
muddy towpaths, dog poo on the towpath, emptying the toilet when the 
canal’s frozen, living in a confined space and worry about the canals’ 
future.

There isn’t one aspect of life that appears to bother all boaters and nearly 
all agree that the advantages far outweigh the disadvantages. 



I don’t enjoy being cold.

One of the most frequently asked questions directed at narrowboat 
liveaboards is “Is it cold in winter?” The stock response is a laugh and an 
assurance that the boat is always snug and warm. 

Nothing could have been further from the truth during my first winter. 
James is thirty five years old with cabin sides and roof clad in masonite 
(oil treated ply). Beneath this was a half inch layer of polystyrene 
insulation. The boat hadn’t been used much in the previous decade so 
was cold, damp and looking a little the worse for wear. The heating 
system on board was a single solid fuel stove with back boiler positioned 
right at the front of the boat. The combination of one of the coldest 
winters on record (minus eighteen one night), inefficient heating and poor 
insulation meant that I was sometimes very cold in the winter months. On 
numerous occasions I would resort to two fleece tops and a fleece hat 
inside the boat to try and stay warm.

The following winter was completely different. The weather was 
exceptionally mild and, at the end of 2011, I had a new steel cabin fitted 
over the existing masonite. I had insulation sandwiched between the two 
layers. The solid fuel stove and back boiler still struggle to heat the rear 
of the boat but, on the whole, I am now very comfortable with the winter 
weather. NB James

The UK weather when it gets rotten (we are spoiled from living in 
Australia, New Zealand and South Africa too long). NB Willow

Knowing how best to stop the spiders taking up home everywhere you 
look!! NB Mischief

Mildew NB The Mothership

Probably not having the postman knocking on the door. Being CC’ers all 
post goes to my mother in law. I will try out the post offices ‘Post 
restante’ soon, but as far as I know businesses like eBay won’t send to 
the post office. Lois Jane

Boat snobbery. We haven’t all got £80k to spend on the bathtub of our 
dreams. And being ripped off for substandard work and dodgy diesel. NB 
Ghosties



It can be tough sometimes, when it is quite a long walk along the towpath 
with heavy gear, we were on the cut during the very bad weather and we 
were needing to run the engine or generator to provide enough electricity 
to run pumps,lights, tv, laptops. Needing to be able to get water, 
emptying the toilet when frozen in. NB Song of the Waterways

Rude and noisy boaters! La Licorne

Too early to say – but it would be nice if it stopped raining. Blue Moon

Dropping things in the water. To date: specs, sunglasses, shopping, coat, 
cap, lock handle, boathook and two chimney caps – one of these as a 
result of taking avoiding action, ending up in a tree, when a seriously 
unaware boater was heading straight for us. We get some things back, 
especially if magnetic or floating – John once dived in to retrieve a 
chimney that was (not very well) stowed on the roof and knocked off by a 
rope when we were struggling to get alongside to moor in high wind…in 
the early days. I am very careful with my phone, keys and suchlike…still. 
NB Hobo

So far, there is nothing I can say about the above. I love my life on a 
narrowboat. Come snow or rain. NB Snowdrop

Going away from the boat NB Ouse Dunit

There isn’t anything really that either of us dislike about it. My only moan 
would be that I have extremely bad circulation and I hate dealing with icy 
metal on lock gates and windlasses at the end of the year. For Keith, he 
gets frustrated with the shallow state of some of the canals and trying to 
moor and going aground, then not being able to get off easily. Some of 
the prettiest places seem to be the shallowest. NB Tournesol

Barry and I have discussed what we like least about narrowboat life; 
muddy, inadequate towpaths and lack of moorings in places. He doesn’t 
like the cold at all and I get frustrated about the ignorance displayed by 
house-dwellers who have no idea of the hardships we sometimes have to 
put up with, such as getting water, emptying the loo, etc. NB The 
Woodsman

Without a doubt it is the amount of time I spend dealing with dog poo 
that I have picked up on the towpath. Grrrrr! NB The Watchman

I guess one of the biggest moans of ours – and that of many others – is 
the amount of dog mess on the towpath. Arriving somewhere new and 
putting the ropes out, only to find that either your foot or the rope has 



landed in a lump of smelliness is very frustrating. Especially having a dog 
of our own and knowing how few dog dump bins there are on the towpath 
– but we always manage to take our ‘family’ mess home with us to 
dispose of. NB Far Star

The 60/40 fuel split! NB Rose of Arden

I don’t like very slippery and muddy towpaths during wet weather and 
lack of BW maintenance of the hedgerows or finding a lovely quiet spot, 
then having another boater moor up less than 6 feet away, making a lot 
of noise and radio full blast – especially when there are miles of 
unoccupied canal either side! NB Pengalanty

The spiders! NB Osprey

Nothing to do with the lifestyle, although the spectre of the canal system 
falling into disrepair is a concern. Widebeam Takey Tezey

Living in a pencil case. I’m a big bloke. NB The Cats Whiskers

The fact that we seldom see friends and it may be us, but al lot of boat 
people seem “stand offish” these days. NB Lyra

The mud in winter NB Olive Rose

Most liked aspect of narrowboat life

I hope the previous section hasn’t put you off. Life on a narrowboat is 
more of a challenge than life in a house or a flat, and it’s more difficult 
still for those who live on the canal all of the time rather than in the 
relative comfort of a marina.

The winter months can be difficult. It’s so important to have a properly 
insulated and heated boat when the weather’s cold. In fact, one of the 
pleasures for me is returning to the boat after a cold day’s work out in the 
elements to sit in front of a glowing stove while the wind howls outside.

The difficulty that the surveyed boaters had wasn’t trying to think of 
something that they liked about life afloat, but what they liked most. The 
list of likes is wide and varied; al fresco dining in the summer, the sense 
of community among boaters, freedom, ever changing scenery, 
tranquillity, sleeping soundly at night, being close to nature and beautiful 



sunrises and sunsets. The answers that appear very often are the 
community among boaters and the peace and quiet and closeness to 
nature. I couldn’t agree more.

I absolutely love being on the boat in the summer. In the evening I can’t 
wait to return to the boat after a hard day’s work, make myself a cup of 
coffee, grab my Kindle and sit on the front deck for an hour or two and 
watch nature at its best. I have bench seats on the front deck and a table 
that can be fitted between them. There’s nothing better than a good meal 
in the sunshine, a drop or two of red wine and the company of our 
resident swans. It really is heaven on Earth. NB James

Freedom, the feeling of fellowship on the canals, new and different places 
to visit, canalside pubs, the history, mapping, the excitement and 
challenge of locking, the adventure of it all. NB Willow

The peace, lifestyle, and where we are moored. Both my husband and I 
have never slept so well since we moved on board our boat. Life is what 
you make of it, be it on land on water and ours at the moment is good 
indeed. NB Mischief

Independence NB The Mothership

A different view every fortnight from my lounge window. I also like the 
fact that it is a bit quirky, the life style always has an opinion ‘fantastic 
idea’ or ‘b****y idiot’ everyone has an opinion and questions. Lois Jane

The chance to be alone on the river, pull up against a bank, then watch 
the sun go down. Or maybe laying awake while a thunderstorm cracks all 
around you. NB Ghosties

Travelling to different areas, meeting like minded people, living so close to 
nature and the seasons, seeing beautiful sunrises, sunsets, watching the 
rain on the canal. Being in the open. NB Song of the Waterways

Freedom, peace, quiet and the many friendly boaters. La Licorne

Freedom, closeness to nature, semi-outdoor existence. Blue Moon

That’s a toughie, I love it all, but the short answer is the feeling of being 
more in control of my own destiny. NB Hobo

Freedom. I spent many years looking after the needs of others. Now it’s 
just me and the waterway NB Snowdrop



An evening cruising along the cut. NB Ouse Dunit

We love the freedom and the ability to move around with a different view 
every night if we want. Although we enjoy the company of friends and 
family, we aren’t people who join in with group things or enjoy package 
holidays, we like to do our own thing and enjoy our own company. This 
way of life is as near perfect for our personalities as it could be. NB 
Tournesol

As for the things we like the most, well the top answer to that would be 
the community spirit of boaters. Although we hardly ever know peoples’ 
surnames and sometimes even their Christian names there is a 
camaraderie and willingness to help each other. Of course, towpath 
walkers who stop to talk are always welcomed. We’ve met some pretty 
interesting people that way. NB The Woodsman

I thought originally that it would be the financial freedom, or perhaps 
being close to nature. In reality though it is something I never considered 
previous to me actually getting a boat. The thing I value most is the 
boating community; knowing your neighbours and working together like a 
community should. NB The Watchman

Tranquillity – that’s it in a word. There is of course, the wonderful 
community – I’ve never lived anywhere where folk are so helpful and 
friendly – we very soon felt part of it, whilst also maintaining our privacy 
and peace and quiet. NB Far Star

The speed which now matches our lifestyle. NB Rose of Arden

Being on or near water is therapeutic and relaxing. Unless one has lived in 
the country, (I worked several years on a mixed dairy/arable farm in my 
earlier days) you have to experience the joy of country smells and 
perfumes of some flowers; the quietness (Pure Luxury) with no traffic, no 
aircraft; no pollution, or diesel smoke (Always excepting the fumes from 
one’s own engine!). As I prefer the isolated areas, I don’t have any 
problems from other boaters or their engines. NB Pengalanty

Everything!! Being close to nature. NB Osprey

Freedom & happiness. Widebeam Takey Tezey

The ability to move that pencil case about to explore the wonders and 
beauty of the country’s 3000 miles of waterways. NB The Cats Whiskers

The pace and the changing scene. NB Lyra



The freedom NB Olive Rose

Changes to current boat

An often quoted saying among boaters is, “Never have a new boat built 
until you’ve owned a second hand one.” The only way to find out the 
perfect specification and layout is to try one that you think is right first. 
The list of changes that the surveyed boaters would like to make is 
varied. The list includes having a washing machine on board, changing 
appliances, moving the stove, fitting an inverter, higher gunwales, more 
width, easier gas storage, more book shelves, different seating 
configuration, changing from traditional to cruiser stern, private rather 
than walk through bedroom area, husband removal and repainting all or 
part of the boat.

Repainting one’s narrowboat is a change/improvement that many owners 
would like to make but, unless they’re prepared to take on the work 
rather than leave it to the professionals, it’s a very costly improvement. 
The normal rate is in the region of £100 a foot or £6,000 for a 60’ boat. 
The cost of having your boat professionally painted and how often you 
plan to do it is something you need to think about carefully before you 
work out your budget.

I am in the process of changing a number of things. I’ve just had a steel 
cabin fitted over the existing masonite, fitted a new cratch cover and 
completed numerous internal cosmetic alterations. I still need to upgrade 
the electrics so that I can have mains power when I am off the mooring 
and upgrade from cassette to pump out toilet. In an ideal world I would 
also stretch the boat to add another eight feet of cabin space so I could fit 
a washing machine/dryer. Unfortunately, I can’t afford for the work to be 
done and I can’t afford to further upgrade the electrics to provide power 
for a washing machine. I guess I’ll just have to rely on laundrettes for the 
foreseeable future. NB James

Fix it all up so it is perfect for our needs, we are doing that to the best of 
our ability and with a deal of outside help (Graeme does most of the 
carpentry on the boat), we have had to change a lot of the storage which 
a problem as we had three large suitcases and a few musical instruments. 
We need a new gas stove as well as a fridge that will keep its temperature 
(we have gas one at the moment). NB Willow



Moving the stove from where it was position to near the kitchen so when 
the eco fan is in motion, it circulates the heat more fully around the boat. 
NB Mischief

Width NB The Mothership

Gunwales 2″ higher. I know it’s only a small point but head height with 
the cross bed is a bit too tight! Lois Jane

The windows. They’re hideous, old and will cost me a fortune very soon. 
NB Ghosties

We are happy with the boat, we did a lot of research, went to Crick boat 
show looked at a lot of boat layouts and talked to lots of people who lived 
on their boats, before we bought our boat and it had exactly the layout 
we would have had built. NB Song of the Waterways

Having spent 6 months finding our ideal boat I am not sure I can answer 
that. La Licorne

Paint the roof – by magic. Blue Moon

The gas locker. Who ever thought that lowering a full (heavy) cylinder into 
a hole in the sharp end was a good idea? I know gas storage on a trad 
isn’t easy but we are working on an alternative… NB Hobo

More book shelves as I read a lot NB Snowdrop

A redesign of the sitting area at the front from a long bench seat to 
individual chairs would be nice. NB Ouse Dunit

We both really wanted a cruiser stern. It’s fine to sit and have a BBQ on 
the towpath but it’s so much nicer to be able to do it on the back of your 
own boat. The main niggle for us is condensation. We added double 
glazed portholes to 7 of the14 portholes to help with the condensation 
issue and that helps but the Houdini hatch tends to drip after I’ve cooked 
a meal unless all the windows and hatches are open. NB Tournesol

Changes? I have a walk-through bedroom at the stern of my boat. How I 
would love to have a private room at the bow instead. NB The 
Woodsman

To finally have it professionally painted. It’s been a long time coming, but 
I think we’re almost there. This year for sure.  NB The Watchman



There is always maintenance to be done, and odd little changes along the 
way, but I don’t think there are any major changes that I would make. NB 
Far Star

The colour. NB Rose of Arden

Extend it by about 6 feet to have another room available and more 
cupboard space. NB Pengalanty

Not having the water pump near the bedroom! Phil says ‘Can somebody 
please invent a silent water pump’ (for the days I get up at 6am for work 
and turn the shower on). NB Osprey

Not a thing, as “newbies” we learned the hard way & spent a fortune 
improving tech specs on the boat. It can’t be improved on now, not after 
all the work we’ve had done, unless something goes wrong! Widebeam 
Takey Tezey

Our boat is constantly changing and rarely a week goes past, without the 
Kingfisher boys needing a decision made on something or other. Every 
bulb, fitting, cloth and colour, have been decided by us. If, when we take 
ownership of it in March, we are disappointed, then we only have 
ourselves to blame. NB The Cats Whiskers

3 ft. less, and cruiser stern. ( I know that’s 2) NB Lyra

Remove my husband, ha ha!!! NB Olive Rose

Resupplying with groceries when cruising 

How do you get your shopping home when you live on a boat? It’s easy 
when you live in a house with a drive next to the front door, but it’s much 
more difficult when you’re moored on the canal, often without a car.

The solutions by our case study participants include walking along the 
towpath with heavy bags or a full rucksack, the use of bicycles stored on 
the boat, mooring next to supermarkets on the canal, buying as much 
local produce as possible from canal-side farms, taking a car on cruises 
and having supermarket delivery services drop the shopping off at a 
bridge or a local pub car park.



This doesn’t really apply to me as I’m not a “proper” liveaboard boater. I 
have a car parked next to the boat at the marina so shopping is no 
problem. NB James

Walking to Tescos, Sainsburys and the Co-op. Also, local shops. Great way 
to visit villages and towns. We very rarely take busses. If the weather is 
too rotten, we take a taxi back to near the boat mooring. I lost about 10lb 
during these six months, despite indulging in Tesco Trifles, Syllabub, and 
all the yummy things along the way in the pubs, coffee shops and 
restaurants. NB Willow

We are lucky where we live as there is a mooring on the river for Tesco’s 
and if needed you can moor you boat by the bank and walk through. NB 
Mischief

Bicycles NB The Mothership

Bike and flat-bed bike trailer with a big plastic box on the back. Deb’s bike 
has a front basket and back rack for quick trips. Lois Jane

I don’t set off without a full cupboard and when I get to Oxford, there are 
plenty of shops. There’s always Sainsbury’s, Tesco or Asda and they 
deliver pretty much anywhere. NB Ghosties

Anton walks to nearby shops. This can involve several trips with heavy 
items (beer or wine) or use bikes. NB Song of the Waterways

Walk, bus or taxi it has not been that difficult. La Licorne

I walk to a shop with a rucksack – I’ve never had a car. Blue Moon

I shop for England before we go, stocking up on tins, packets, tea, coffee, 
booze, emergency milk, part-baked bread, loo rolls and so on, as much as 
space will allow. We buy fresh on the water or from farms where we can 
and actively seek out family butchers, greengrocers, bakers etc in the 
towns and villages en route – by cycle or on foot. But we always top up 
when we see a supermarket with a mooring. NB Hobo

Have a car, which I fetch from the last place I moored up for a few days. 
NB Snowdrop

Using the internet we are able to find a supermarket close to the canal at 
least once a week. We use local shops for everyday items. All collected on 
foot. NB Ouse Dunit



We mainly walk or cycle to nearby shops or we catch a bus or train from 
near to the towpath into the nearest town and then ferry stuff back on 
our bike panniers or if walking, in rucksacks and a shopping trolley. When 
we are near a bridge or by a road and I can order online, I normally do a 
really big shop. What a wonderful invention that is, the Tesco, Morrisons 
and Sainsbury delivery solution! The First Mate guides are excellent for 
giving an idea of where shops are in relation to the canal. NB Tournesol

When cruising we get our supplies by looking through the canal books, 
making a note of where the shops are and either walking or catching a 
bus. We tend to have lots of supplies which don’t need a fridge so that 
when we are in the middle of nowhere we won’t go hungry; for instance, 
part-baked bread which can be kept in a cupboard, long-life milk and 
some tins of ham, corned beef etc. In the winter I am able to keep chilled 
food in the cratch as well. NB The Woodsman

I’m pretty fit so it’s usually bike or Shanks’s pony. I tend to tie it in with 
walking the dog. NB The Watchman

Make canal side purchases where possible – people often sell their own 
eggs, veggies etc. Buckets of apples often for free etc. Pubs are a great 
source of information for local purchases. But Shanks’s pony is the 
ultimate answer. After all, how can you beat a stroll in the countryside 
with your dog – come rain or shine? NB Far Star

Nicholson’s guides and a TomTom sat nav. The bus pass sometimes comes 
in useful. Mags has a granny trolley in a tasteful pink colour – this means 
that macho me is unable to be seen in public with said item! NB Rose of 
Arden

I have both a car and a folding moped. The moped stays on the boat and 
this overcomes the logistics of having the car catch the boat up all the 
time. I usually by fresh veg when sold along the canal side, as I pass 
(Straight of the farm, or smallholding is minutes fresh, sometimes dug 
up, or pick DIY style). As my boat has a UDB fridge freezer combi, I 
always keep a few days supplies of fresh food. I have ample supplies of 
dried and tinned goods and can always find something to eat. NB 
Pengalanty

We have a bike on the roof which makes for great transport and most 
shopping will fit in a rucksack. NB Osprey



We have a fridge freezer & never go out cruising long enough to need 
food deliveries. If necessary we’d do the online Tesco thing & meet up at 
bridge number whatever. Widebeam Takey Tezey

We will be selling both our cars in the spring. I bought two fold up bikes 
last summer, a Brompton and a Dahon, an American folding bike, and we 
are looking at present how we can accommodate them on board. We’ve 
fitted them out with baskets for the essentials. As a retirement present I 
got a copy of “Water-Way” a software package, that all the benefits of 
Nicholson’s, but beefed up. It’s going to be really useful for finding that 
florist, bakers, dentist or village shop. NB The Cats Whiskers

Walk mostly, bike sometimes. NB Lyra

Find a town or supermarket near the canal NB Olive Rose

Washing clothes when cruising

As a narrowboat owner and potential liveaboard, you will need to get used 
to not having so many clothes. The few that you have will need washing 
of course, so how do our boaters manage to wash clothes when they’re 
cruising?

At least half of our liveaboard boaters have washing machines on board, 
but in order to run them they need to be able to generate plenty of power 
either by plugging in to a shore supply, using a substantial battery bank 
with a powerful inverter or an on board generator. The rest either hand 
wash or use launderettes they find on their travels. There’s a 
comprehensive directory of launderettes, compiled by the Aylesbury Canal 
Society, available through the Inland Waterways Shop for £4.50.

 

The marina has shower block complete with two washing machines and a 
dryer. NB James

In the bath. After a bath which we have after a long run of the engine 
during a cruise, there is lots of hot water and we wash the clothes in the 
water. Good way to recycle. It is then drained over the bath and then 
hung out to dry in the cratch. If the weather is bad, it dries in the cratch 
and later near the fire. NB Willow

https://www.waterways.org.uk/shop/product_details?id=307


We have a washing machine on board the boat if it was necessary to do 
washing, otherwise, we would go to a launderette or wait until we got 
home to use the facilities in the marina. NB Mischief 

Launderette NB The Mothership

I fitted a mini Zanussi washing machine which has been fantastic Lois 
Jane

Hand wash if I need to, Laundry if I’m away. NB Ghosties 

We have a washer/dryer on board which we run when we are travelling. 
We can dry things in the hold or in the engine room if we have travelled. 
In the boatman’s cabin if the back fire is lit. NB Song of the Waterways 

We have a washing machine run off our 3.5 travelset generator. La 
Licorne

I wash my smalls by hand and hang them about. I save the bigger items 
for a launderette. Blue Moon

I bought a second hand Zanussi Studioline washing machine three years 
back. It’s not full size (though it will take a full set of bed linen), fits 
neatly into the bathroom, does a great job and is still going strong. I have 
a twirly drier which we attach to the tiller when moored if the weather is 
suitable, otherwise it’s on a clothes horse in the bathroom (or in front of 
the fire, if lit, when we are in bed). NB Hobo

Launderette, again the internet is great for finding a location. NB 
Snowdrop

Launderette - The internet is great for finding a location NB Ouse Dunit

There was a slimline washing machine on the boat when we bought it but 
the motor had burned out so we bought a Miele washer dryer with a 
condenser dryer to cope with the single exit outlet and that has seriously 
helped with cutting down on condensation, plus it’s great to be able to 
wash, dry and put away within a couple of hours. When the weather is 
warm and dry, I have a camping rotary clothes line which we clamp into a 
heavy umbrella stand which stands on the towpath, unless there are a 
couple of trees nearby so that I can put a line up. NB Tournesol

We do our washing by hand. Big items like sheets are usually boil-washed 
at marinas or laundrettes. Barry and I both have washing machines but 
rarely use them except to spin out the clothes before either hanging them 



outside or in the bathroom. They use too much water. NB The 
Woodsman

Always a service wash at the laundrette. There is a fabulous list published 
by the Aylesbury canal society which shows all of the launderettes on the 
canal network. Invaluable! NB The Watchman

Ah! We have no washing machine, so I search out local launderettes. 
Failing that, it just piles up. NB Far Star

We have a Zanussi washing machine on the boat. We use cruising clubs 
and BW moorings with electrical bollards to obtain the mains. As and 
when needed or when the Lynx effect wears off! NB Rose of Arden

Pengalanty has a Zannussi compact washing machine plumbed in – 
washing is usually done on the move. NB Pengalanty

We have a washing machine on board NB Osprey

Washer / Drier on-board. Widebeam Takey Tezey

We have purchased a small Zanussi washing machine that is going in to 
the bedroom area at the front of the boat. NB The Cats Whiskers

Washer/dryer on board NB Lyra

Find a laundrette or hand wash NB Olive Rose

On board toilet preference

I know you don’t want to talk about toilets and what goes in them, but it’s 
a subject of great interest, sometimes bordering on obsession, among 
boaters. There are three types of toilet; cassette, pump out and compost. 
I’ve written a short post about them on the site. There’s also an 
interesting thread about fitting or removing a pump out toilet on the 
forum.

I have a Thetford Porta Potti, a cassette toilet. They are the cheapest of 
the narrowboat toilets and the easiest to install. You just find a space 
large enough and plonk it on the floor.

There are pros and cons to using a cassette toilet, just as there are pros 
and cons to using a pump out toilet. I would prefer a pump out toilet but 

http://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/forum/living-on-a-narrowboat/converting-to-pump-out/
http://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/living-on-a-narrowboat-articles/choosing-the-best-type-of-toilet-for-a-narrowboat/


there’s quite a bit of work involved in retro fitting the stainless steel waste 
tank, so I make do with the Porta Potti.

The main advantages are the cost saving and the ability to use the toilet 
in the coldest winter weather. A pump out toilet needs emptying at a 
pump out station periodically at a cost of £15-£20 a time. The cassette is 
free to empty at an Elsan point. A pump out toilet is a problem to use 
when the water is frozen and the boat can’t be moved to a pump out 
station. The Porta Potti cassette can be carried off the boat if it’s frozen to 
its mooring.

Another disadvantage of the cassette toilet, particularly the very basic 
Porta Potti, is that the flush facility delivers just a gentle trickle of water 
rather than a cleansing stream. Consequently, we tend to use our toilet 
just for having a wee. The more serious stuff is saved for the marina toilet 
block. NB James

A pump-out (pump and dump). Uncomplicated and we found we only had 
to pump out every six weeks! How? By mooring near conveniences, using 
them while visiting supermarkets and pubs. NB Willow

We have a normal toilet on board our boat with its own tank which resides 
under the wardrobes in our bedroom. We usually have to do a pump out 
every 6 weeks. We also have a portable chemical toilet for winter use if 
we are unable to move to do a pump out. NB Mischief

Compost NB The Mothership

Pump out that lasts the two of us about a month, but we also use a small 
port-a-loo. How can I put this … one for solids and one for liquids to 
maximise the time we can stay in one place. Lois Jane

We had a macerator toilet fitted about 7 months ago, with a holding tank 
which we can use self pump out. It was great for about 6 months but we 
have started to get a lot of smell from the system and we can’t find out 
why. This needs investigating so we will be going back to the people who 
fitted it. NB Song of the Waterways

Having had 9 years with a Thetford we decided on a pump out. La 
Licorne

Pump-out. It’s OK but he fees are a bit expensive (nearly £20 last time). 
Blue Moon



Thetford Porta Potti. Despite thinking this would be the first thing I would 
change when I first moved aboard, I lived with it a while and decided it 
was perfectly fine. As it’s just me a lot of the time it will go almost a 
week, is free to empty and really not that bad. I’ve since acquired a spare 
(just in case..) when my brother upgraded his caravan toilet to a cassette. 
NB Hobo

I have a pump out toilet and, yes, I am very happy with it. NB 
Snowdrop

Vacuum pump toilet to a holding tank. A very refined system but does use 
a lot of water so needs pumping out regularly. This can be a problem and 
proves expensive. Not good for a confirmed Yorkshireman. NB Ouse 
Dunit

The boat had a rather posh pump-out toilet but we didn’t get where we 
are today by paying between £10 and £18 to pump out waste every 10 
days, so we quickly invested in a Porta Potti. We are very happy with the 
idea of having both systems and only use the posh loo when the friends 
visit. NB Tournesol

We both have pump-out toilets and Barry also has a Porta Potti. I have 
my own pump-out kit so use that when there is a facility for it at sanitary 
stations. We are both satisfied with our toilets but find, in some areas, a 
lack of places to get rid of waste. For instance, in Berkhamsted there are 
no working sanitary stations. There used to be one in the grounds of a 
pub (!!) but that hasn’t been operational for years. We did campaign to 
get it back into use but that’s another story… BW told us to either go up 
five locks to another one or go down five locks. Not very helpful especially 
when the cut is frozen over. NB The Woodsman

There is a kind of boaty obsession with toilets – do you have pump out or 
cassette? Actually, we have both. After getting frozen in for weeks on end 
during our first winter, we pretty soon discovered that a pump out is no 
good when you can’t move. So a cassette proved the best option, most of 
the time – although even the Elsan units can freeze over sometimes. We 
now use the cassette all year round and keep the ‘proper’ (pump out) 
toilet for guests only. This means less pump outs, saving money. NB Far 
Star

Pump out – I tried a cassette once…. just the once… we keep it for 
emergency needs in the garage at home! We have not had another 
emergency aboard since! NB Rose of Arden



Internet connection on board a narrowboat

A reasonable connection to the internet is essential for me. I spend at 
least three or four hours every day editing the site or researching content. 
It’s equally important for the liveaboards who work from their boats. 
What’s the best service to use? Do these services always connect with the 
internet? How much do they cost? The winner is Three. 

Three provide a dongle, a device which plugs into your laptop USB port, 
to connect to the internet. With the addition of a USB extension cable so 
that the dongle can be positioned outside the boat (mine runs through 
ducting, out through a vent and out on to the roof where it sits on the top 
of a 3’ pole bolted to the roof), the service works most of the time for 
most boaters in the majority of locations. The current cost (November 
2012) is £25 for 7GB per month on Pay As You Go or £18 for 15GB on 
contract.

I have a 3 dongle. I’m very happy with the service. It’s always good 
enough to send and receive emails, browse the internet and add/edit site 
content. Most of the time the signal is strong enough to allow me to 
stream TV programmes from BBC iPlayer. I use their Pay As You Go 
service which costs me £25PCM for 7GB. NB James

I used T Mobile for my iPad when out and about, so I could get directions 
and find my way. I never got lost! I was very happy with my 3 com 
service, and got 10GB a month with their dongle on my Macbook Pro. I 
dangled the dongle on the window near the front of the boat, and most of 
the time the reception was very good. Only place that had a dodgy 
connection was at Crick (must have been the tunnel ghost). NB Willow

We initially used a fob to connect to the internet but this was not always 
brilliant as we are in a steel boat so reception was not always consistent. 
As we now have a landline, we have broadband now which is great and is 
like being in our old house. NB Mischief

Magmount aerial on steel roof groundplane attached to USB wireless 
dongle. Service is now adequate except in really wet weather, 
notwithstanding a passionate dislike for Orange and all their works! NB 
The Mothership

Mifi by 3. Yes it’s great. £18 per month for 15gb and we can take it out 
walking or cycling to use google maps etc. Lois Jane



I’m on Vodafone, which copes with email but there’s no 3G signal so 
YouTube is out but online grocery shopping is possible. NB Ghosties

Answer here… We have a 3 mobile dongle, yes happy with the service 
most of the time but signal can be iffy in places. NB Song of the 
Waterways

Can you live without the internet, the iPad, or the iPhone? We cannot so 
we have a 3G Wifi set up. That seems to work fine. La Licorne

I have a 3 dongle which is pretty good most of the time but there’s no 
good connection in the deeper cut on South Oxford Canal. My iPhone 
usually gets a signal with O2 Blue Moon

3 dongle. Generally very good, pretty much anywhere, but there are odd 
spots with dodgy signal of course. NB Hobo

“Three (3)” is the answer to this question. I do not get problems – so far, 
so good! NB Snowdrop

I’ve used a vodaphone dongle for several years with mixed success. It 
works great when in a good 3G area but not very good in the bad 
reception areas which are very common on the canal network. I recently 
got an android smartphone which is great on its own and can be linked up 
to the laptop when required. This is on a very cheap Tesco package but as 
yet untried round the system. Roll on April. NB Ouse Dunit

It’s extremely important to me to be able to be online so we use a 3 Mifi, 
which I would recommend to anyone. It allows up to 5 devices to be 
online at the same time if needed and is like a mini hotspot which doesn’t 
have to be attached to any of the devices. We also bought a Talent signal 
repeater from Ebay (Allendale Stores) which is fixed inside the boat 
leading to a tall Wifi and mobile phone aerial on the roof which folds down 
when we are travelling. It has made a huge difference to being able to 
use the mobile phone anywhere inside the boat and also to be online with 
a full wireless signal without putting the Mifi outside on the roof. It was 
well worth the rather large amount that the whole setup cost to buy and I 
would recommend it to anyone who is having problems with a weak signal 
for a mobile phone or Wifi dongle. NB Tournesol

We have computers and go online via a dongle. As explained in my essay 
it all depends on where we are moored whether we get a strong signal, a 
weak one or nothing at all. NB The Woodsman
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All of my work is done via the internet, so it is vitally important that I can 
connect. I have a mobile wi-fi dongle by 3. It’s fantastic. NB The 
Watchman

Connect 3 dongle – usually a satisfactory connection, although some 
spots will require me to sit out in the cratch for anything like a decent 
signal. (not having an extra long cable that will reach through the 
mushrooms onto the roof. NB Far Star

Dongle from T-Mobile. When the contract finishes next month we will go 
MiFi. I am happy with the service and support from T-Mobile/Orange/EE. 
Get a dongle with an external antenna connection. Coverage is greatly 
improved. NB Rose of Arden

I had no question of any problem here – Hutchinsons My 3 Fast Dongle is 
almost hard wired speed. No connections problems, (Other than poor 
weather that reduces signal strength). My dongle is protected and 
waterproofed, fitted externally at least 4 feet above the roof. It does 
usually work inside the boat but the O/S position is much better. NB 
Pengalanty

A 3G dongle. Usually service is OK depending on where we are moored. 
On the marina it is excellent. NB Osprey

Marina Wi-Fi & Vodafone 3G dongle on the canal Widebeam Takey 
Tezey

Now here is a can of worms and I have carried out extensive research on 
what boaters are doing at the moment and what can be expected to be 
achieved. The current flavour of the month is definitely “MiFi”, the system 
from the 3 Network, that is a portable hot spot for Wi Fi, and allows you 
to connect to several different devices at the same time. It’s about the 
same size as a phone, and most boaters have found if they blu tack it to 
one of the windows, they get a good signal in most cases. We will have 
two laptops on board. It’s about £15 a month, and we will subscribe in a 
few weeks, when we know our dates NB The Cats Whiskers

Mobile broadband. Sometimes it doesn’t work. NB Lyra

Favourite canal or section of canal or river

There are over 2,000 miles of canals and rivers to explore. Many 
continuous cruisers have travelled nearly all of it. Are there any 



outstanding favourites? The very good news is that, no, there aren’t. 
There are so many beautiful spots on the waterways that boaters are 
spoiled for choice.

I haven’t done much cruising to be honest but I love the South Oxford 
canal from Calcutt Boats through Banbury to Oxford where the canal 
meets the Thames. I love the contrast between the narrow and congested 
winding canal followed by an almost agoraphobic feeling when you then 
slip out onto the oh-so-wide Thames. NB James

This is difficult, but we loved Foxton Locks for the excitement and the 
view. The Pontcysyllte Aqueduct on the Llangollen is also unforgettable. 
Birmingham navigations (BCN) is real adventure. I love all the industrial 
architecture and the excitement of Brummagem. NB Willow

We have not travelled too far at the moment, being novices to the water 
but down to Henley-on-Thames is a nice journey, through Sonning and all. 
We do have in mind to travel further but with my cancer, it is difficult. NB 
Mischief

Many, but I would say the woodland stretch by Kirtlington Quarry on the 
South Oxford, but generally we prefer the River Thames all the way from 
Lechlade to Limehouse Ship Lock. NB The Mothership

Too early to tell yet but leaving Braunston and surrounding areas felt like 
moving home again, it’s a great area. Lois Jane

I love the Thames most of all but Macclesfield was lovely and the Trent 
and Mersey. NB Ghosties

We love the Macclesfield Canal, where we moored both of our boats for a 
long time. We have moved round onto the Shropshire Union and were 
based in a marina for the winter. We also have been down to Stratford 
and loved that too, in fact we really love it all with the challenges different 
canals bring. NB Song of the Waterways

The stretch of the GU between Foxton and Watford. La Licorne

I’ve hardly started! I set off from Baunston where I bought the boat and 
have reached Lower Heyford on the Oxford Canal. I’m heading towards 
Oxford to meet my son. It’s lovely! Blue Moon

Now you’re asking… We tend to spend more time on rivers than canals, 
though have done the GU from Welford (Leics line) to London, Regents 



and Hertford. We’ve cruised the Great Ouse, Cam, Little Ouse, Middle 
Levels, Nene, Lee, Stort, Wey and the Thames so far – all of which we 
loved for different reasons. If pushed to choose just one, it would have to 
be the Thames as was only last year and fresh in the memory. It was a 
great adventure, especially the tidal section; seeing the city sights, going 
under Tower Bridge and passing the Houses of Parliament etc, but the 
whole river is beautiful. NB Hobo

In the past, I fell in love with the Oxford Canal and the River Thames. NB 
Snowdrop

This is a difficult one but I think i would opt for the Shroppy, the high 
embankments and deep cuttings are spectacular. NB Ouse Dunit

Last summer we went down to Bristol on the Kennet and Avon via the 
South Oxford canal and these are our favourites so far although we spent 
seven days in Paddington Basin last September and we were very 
impressed with that. We are about to set off to Stratford on Avon, then 
down to Gloucester and Sharpness before making our way up the Avon, 
then the Staffs and Worcester, along the Shropshire canal to the 
Llangollen canal and then back again down through Birmingham, so we 
may have more favourites after the summer! NB Tournesol

You asked which was our favourite canal or section. It has to be the 
Aylesbury Arm. We’ve travelled that twice and would do so again because 
it is quiet, pretty and has a basin full of welcoming and helpful boaters. 
Halfway up the arm, between bridge 14 and lock 14, is the most gorgeous 
setting, with a carp lake set among massive fields full of bullocks and four 
totally wild Palomino ponies. NB The Woodsman

The River Wey was just stunning. I intend to go back there. NB The 
Watchman 

K & A is our only experience. With Ian still working, it has not been 
possible to go further afield – yet. Favourite area here is Bishops 
Cannings – but don’t tell anyone – it’s so quiet. NB Far Star

The Shroppie and the Leeds Liverpool around Skipton. Least favourite 
section is after Littleborough going towards Manchester on the Rochdale 
canal. NB Rose of Arden

Stratford and Oxford and similar narrow canals. It’s the difference in 
motoring along country lanes and motorway driving. The GU, Sharpness 
and K&A are less attractive but often easier to cruise. NB Pengalanty



The Glasson arm of the Lancaster canal, but we only know the Lancaster 
canal so far NB Osprey

So far? Has to be the Leeds Liverpool – away from Liverpool. Widebeam 
Takey Tezey

I really like the Southern Stratford. There is no road traffic buzzing away 
in the background, and no train lines, so it is really quiet. Best of all is the 
architecture of the distinctive bridges and barrelled roof homes. It’s just 
missing some decent pubs. NB The Cats Whiskers

The high bits of The Leeds Liverpool, but almost everywhere. NB Lyra

Marsworth area and the Wendover Arm NB Olive Rose

Electricity generation on board

Some boaters get by with very little, others use enough to light a small 
city. They all need electricity. Boat lights, pumps for water, shower and 
toilet and often the fridge are 12v and are powered directly from the 
battery bank.

All mains devices either draw their power from the battery bank via an 
inverter, directly from an on board generator or from a shore power 
supply. Onboard power generation capacity, and the subsequent cost, is 
determined by the boat’s electrical needs. A boat with just 12v lights and 
pumps can get by with only one or two fairly small leisure batteries. A 
boat fitted with all the conveniences of modern life, microwave, 
dishwasher, washing machine and dryer, will need a much larger battery 
bank and inverter and maybe even an onboard generator.

There’s an excellent article on the site about narrowboat electrics. Full 
time liveaboard and solar panel installer Tim Davis explains everything 
you need to know about the electricity supply on your boat and how to 
use it.

As I mentioned earlier, mains power is currently a problem for me when 
I’m off the mooring. I don’t have an inverter fitted yet but will do within 
the next few months. NB James

The Perkins D3 Engine alternator. Not much electricity is used, and we can 
survive without starting the motor or without being connected to an 
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external generator or power supply for four to five days. Our lights are 
now all LEDs and the computer as well as many other electrical appliances 
are powered on the 12V system. We have one starter motor battery and 
two domestics. NB Willow

We have batteries that are charged when we are cruising. However, when 
we are moored up, we are connected to our own source of electricity and 
pay for that on a monthly basis and we have been surprised how little we 
use since moving on the boat. NB Mischief

Small amount from PV powering completely separate system that runs 
the water filtration and delivery plant, rest is by means of small modern 
diesel generator. I have never got around to measuring KWH/Litre 
performance, but a Master’s Degree final year student carried out a study 
on the carbon footprints of our boat and others in 2005, revealed that 
centrally generated mains hook-up is considerably greener than making 
one’s own electricity from fossil fuels. IE a smokey 33Hp Lister TS111 
driving an automotive alternator through an old-fashioned voltage 
regulator is not a satisfactory way to create domestic power, unless you 
happen also to be using your engine for propulsion, and be cruising along 
all the time. Constantly cruising is not compatible with going out to work 
in one place – but fine if you are retired or possessed of a job that pays 
you to work from home wherever it might be. NB The Mothership

It was a bit of a disaster when we started. Dead batteries meant being 
very careful and charging via the engine for about 3.5 hours (£5ish per 
day) Since then new batteries and 4 x 100w solar panels have cut 
charging down to about an hour and a half (£2ish) which is a massive 
difference. I think we use about 120 amps per day. Lois Jane

All I need is provided by my engine. I have 1 starter and 3 leisure 
batteries. With mostly 12v usage, battery life is very good. NB Ghosties

Engine and gas powered generator. We have a Victron inverter/charger. 
We have to generate enough for all pumps, including our Webasto heating 
system when we need to run that. In the winter it is more of a challenge 
if we are in all day, as we need lights on as we have portholes. We also 
like our tv or listening to music and both use laptops, so the system can 
be thirsty for power. I cannot use a high wattage hairdryer or iron on the 
boat unless we are plugged into the mains. NB Song of the Waterways

Twin alternators, plus a new Victron Inverter. No idea what we use but it 
works. La Licorne



Blue Moon has 3 domestic batteries. I have not switched the fridge on yet 
but have to keep my laptop, camera, Wacom screen and radio supplied 
from a 300w inverter. I don’t have a TV. and use minimum LED and 
fluorescent lights. I run the engine every day. So far I’ve not run the 
batteries dry. Blue Moon

A Victron 2kw inverter, its own bank of 4 batteries and extra 100amp 
alternator for 240 volt, 2 leisure batteries for 12 volt, plus starter battery. 
We don’t use a great deal of 240; mainly the fridge and washing machine 
(use this while on the move as 2kw isn’t quite enough but cost of 3kw 
inverter so much more and this method works fine). Plus a tiny bit of tele, 
I Pod, computer, phone charging etc.

Pumps work off the 12 volt, as do the lights, which are now converted to 
LED so pulling a lot less out of the batteries.

We can be static for 2/3 days without running the engine but prefer to top 
up each day.

We are researching wind and solar power for the future and it seems that 
solar is more productive (and doesn’t require a huge mast that needs to 
be removed for cruising) but the jury is still out. NB Hobo

My electricity is generated from the engine. I have five batteries – six if 
you include the starter battery. NB Snowdrop

Mainly with the engine but we do have a 60 watt solar panel which helps 
on sunny mornings. NB Ouse Dunit

We have a 5kva TravelPower generator which can be used when the 
engine is running and which we use when we want to do a wash and dry 
on the run. Normally, AC is supplied by a 3Kw inverter but we installed 4 
flexible solar panels on the roof when we bought the boat which helps on 
sunny days. We have four 135amp house batteries, a bow thruster 
battery and engine start battery powered by respective alternators. We 
also carry a Kipor 2.6kva portable generator to save running the engine to 
power the main generator when we are moored up. We keep an eye on 
consumption with a battery state indicator mounted on our bedroom wall. 
NB Tournesol

As for generating electricity when cruising we both have twin alternators 
and generators. We use very little electricity. I have my fridge on at the 
moment but won’t use that very often because it really eats the power. 
Barry and I both changed our lighting to LEDs which use just a fraction of 



the power the old lights used and we like to burn candles on winter 
evenings. To read we use battery headlights and as well as our built-in 
radios we have battery operated ones. NB The Woodsman

I'm entirely reliant on my engine to charge the three leisure batteries on 
board. Installing solar power is on the list, behind a paint job. I have 12v 
adapters for most of my technology and I don't have a TV or a microwave 

to suck up power. I run my engine most days. NB The Watchman

Power is generated by the engine, inbuilt genny and solar. Depends where 
we are and what kind of day it is on which source creates the power. How 
much do we use – again, depends what we are doing. We don’t have a 
great deal of mod cons – no washing machine, freezer etc. We do have a 
12 volt fridge, 6 volt radio and 12 volt telly, so power consumption is 
quite low. Nevertheless, we still run out of power occasionally. But, there 
is always bed with a book! NB Far Star

Solar panels and engine alternators. 500 Ah battery bank Victron inverter, 
Sterling A to B controller. NB Rose of Arden

My boat is a high tech boat (Not sure is this is the best though) and is 
electricity/energy hungry. I have 4 large Solar panels and a wind 
generator. The V panels produce more energy per ? invested over the 12- 
months. I am able to leave my boat for a few days, knowing that my 
batteries will recharge enough to keep my freezer working 24/7. I have a 
large 24-V alternator to charge the batteries with the main engine. There 
is a Stirling PDAR digital controller to override the alternator limiter, Due 
to overheating problems the alternator is cooled with a large “snail” type 
of blower fan. NB Pengalanty

Run the engine for an hour a day for the 12 volt appliances and we use 
the inverter sparingly for the television, laptop and radio. We ditch our 
electric kettle and use one for the gas stove. NB Osprey

If we moor up in the same place for a few days, we run the engine for 
half an hour morning & night to keep the batteries charged via the 
alternator. Average used: Probably considered a lot! All electrical 
appliances are 240V except for a 12V TV in the bedroom. However we 
swap the plug in kettle for a whistling gas stove kettle when we’re out. 
Widebeam Takey Tezey

We are taking the plunge and having two solar panels installed on “The 
Cat’s Whiskers”. That should limit the amount of time we have to run the 
engines to charge the batteries if we are stationery. We have six leisure 



batteries as well as a starter battery and one for a bow thruster. There 
will be a 2K Victron invertor on board. NB The Cats Whiskers

Travel power generator. Yes we use a lot of power. NB Lyra

Running the engine whilst cruising charges the batteries NB Olive Rose

Keeping warm during the winter

Some boat owners will tell you that winter is a nightmare, that they have 
to wear coats inside and that they can’t wait for late spring or early 
summer so that they can stop shivering. Others will tell you that a handful 
of coal a day will generate so much heat that they have to strip off to 
their underpants and open all of their doors and windows. The reality is 
somewhere in between.

Here’s the result of a survey completed by narrowboat owners who are 
registered on livingonanarrowboat.co.uk

Question 1: Is your boat cold in winter?

Here are the comments they made in the “other” section:

“No, but it is frequently b****y hot”
“warm if my fire stays in, cold if it goes out”
“It is unless the fire is going and the heat never really warms up the 
bedroom”
“Only when I am not there to keep the stove in. Gets warm quickly and 
can always keep coat on.”
“only if I have been away a while”
“Pengalanty is always warm, comfortable & cosy, as I have a diesel fired 
“Bubble” corner stove that is fully controllable. Changes are noticed with 
a 15-minute period”

http://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/


“Only very occasionally, if heating off and fire goes out”
“Webaso takes 10 mins”
Question 2: Does your boat have any cold spots?

Here are the answers they gave in the “other” section:

We do not heat the bedroom”
“Only get cold areas if companion ways closed preventing warm air 
circulating.”
“near the front vents”
“My engine is sited in the back cabin area and near to the inner bulkhead 
and to one side. After the engine is run, it is like a “Giant” storgage 
heater, so my boat is warmer than most”
“Stern cabin can be cold due to draughts – can be fixed”
“Much better since we got an Ecofan”
“Yes – of course”
Note that half of boat owners surveyed said that their boats are cold at 
the end furthest from the stove. If keeping all of the boat warm all of the 
time is important to you, you need to make sure that you have a 
secondary heating system to provide heat to the cold spots.

Yes, at least it is at the far end of the boat. James has a traditional layout 
with the solid fuel stove at the front of the boat in the seating area. It’s 
the area that needs the most heat because it’s the place where Sally and 
I sit down to relax. Because we’re sitting almost motionless, we need 
more heat to keep us warm.

The stove keeps the front two thirds of the boat warm. The bathroom and 
the bedroom, which is at the rear next to the engine room, are usually 
quite cold. It’s never a problem because they only time we’re spending 
any length of time in the bathroom is when we’re having a hot shower. 
The bedroom is quite chilly, but we have a four season duvet which keeps 
us toasty warm even on the coldest nights. NB James

My Morso Squirrel Stove keeps Hobo’s 47ft nice and toasty and is going 
24/7 during the winter months. We call the chair closest to the fire the 



hot seat and do, on occasions, have to throw open the doors because it’s 
too hot. When I lived on a marina my neighbours used to joke that the 
paint on the outside was blistering through the heat but I am getting 
better at regulating it now!

The stove is near the front doors so naturally my bedroom at the back of 
the boat is cooler but that’s mostly fine by me. Even though I now escape 
to sunnier climes for the worst of our winter, I have spent many on board; 
some where the river has iced up and temperatures have plummeted to 
those of the Arctic. I have been known to plug in in a halogen heater in 
the bedroom, for dressing and undressing, in these conditions but I’ve 
never had to bundle up in layers of clothing to keep warm inside the boat. 
Honest – and I hate to be cold.

The floor does get cold though, being beneath the water line, but my Ugg 
boots soon sort this out.

I actually miss my lovely snug cocoon while I’m away…really! NB Hobo

I can section off my boat, if necessary. I have a solid fuel fire at the front 
of the boat. I have central heating and an electric fire, to use if necessary. 
My curtains are lined. NB Snowdrop

Very warm, I put lots of insulation in. We rely on the multifuel stove that 
is positioned 10 ft back in the cabin. We use wood during the day but 
bank up with coal/ smokeless fuel at night. NB Ouse Dunit

We have a Bubble 5kw corner wood burner and Webasto diesel central 
heating running one long fin radiator throughout the length of the boat as 
well as heating water, though we also have an immersion heater for when 
we are plugged in at the marina. We ummed and aahed over whether to 
afford an Ecofan for our woodburner as it is right at the front of the boat 
and we weren’t sure that it would be effective enough to justify the cost. 
It works wonderfully! As long as all the doors are open and the fan can 
push the heat down the length of the boat, our bedroom at the stern is 
fairly warm late evening and early morning. We can tell the difference 
when visitors come because the doors get closed and our bedroom is 
chilly in the early spring and late autumn mornings. We rarely use the 
central heating unless it’s really cold. NB Tournesol 

You asked about a boat’s warmth in winter. I have a multi-fuel fire at one 
end of the boat and my bedroom at the other so there’s a massive range 
of temperature variation. In other words my stern is bloody freezing. 
However, with both boats having diesel-fired central heating this can be 



rectified at the press of a button. Thermal underwear is a must along with 
lots of layers and, at bedtime, hot-water bottles. Ecofans on the fire really 
help, too. NB The Woodsman

Fine, so long as I don’t let the fire go out. NB The Watchman

We do keep fairly snug with the fire going 24/7 and central heating to 
back that up if necessary. We generally put a hot water bottle in the bed 
before retiring, to warm things up a bit. The last 4 years have been pretty 
bad – minus 16C sometimes with thick ice on the inside of the windows; 
nothing that another jumper and pair of socks and fluffy slippers wouldn’t 
solve. NB Far Star

It depends on where I set the thermostat. In the main we are very snug 
and warm. We work on the principal that if you are warm you are happy. 
If you are unhappy – have a beer and turn up the thermostat or throw 
another log on the stove. NB Rose of Arden

Lovely and warm, cosy and dry, just like a miniature country cottage – 
S’wonderful! NB Pengalanty

Advice for potential narrowboat liveaboards

Nearly all of the narrowboat owners agree that plenty of research is the 
key to a successful narrowboat purchase and a happy life on the cut. It’s 
also essential to know your costs. If you think that owning and living on a 
narrowboat is a low cost alternative to owning a house or a flat, you need 
to think again.

If you haven’t done so already, download the Narrobudget budgeting 
application from the web site. As I’m writing this, the software is in the 
final stages of testing, but by the time you read this guide, it will be 
available on the site. It’s completely free of charge so there’s no reason 
not to get yourself a copy.

Every area of narrowboat expenditure is covered from the cost of your 
new boat and the associated expenses, to moorings, utilities, repair and 
maintenance, propulsion and heating fuel, licensing, insurance and the 
essential Boat Safety Scheme certificate.

Look very carefully at the storage space offered by any boats you look at. 
I see many narrowboats advertised as suitable liveaboards but they 
wouldn’t suit me. I live with Sally and two spaniels on a 62′ traditional 



stern narrowboat with a 47′ cabin. James has an enormous amount of 
storage space. There are thirty one cupboards and drawers (I’ve just 
counted) plus a wardrobe and all the storage space in the engine room. I 
don’t have much in the way of clothing or possessions, and Sally has most 
of her clothing in storage, but we still fill most of it. If you are planning to 
live on board with a significant other and/or you want to keep plenty of 
clothes at hand, think very carefully about how you’re going to manage.

What’s far more important than worrying about the space on board 
though is to actually find out whether you’ll enjoy the lifestyle. Before you 
commit to the largest purchase you’re ever likely to make after your 
house, at least spend some time on a narrowboat first. And don’t just try 
it during the idyllic summer months if you can remember what summer 
months are supposed to be like. Hire a boat in the depths of the winter 
and see how you get on with the wind howling and the rain lashing 
against the windows. Personally, I live being on the boat when the 
weather’s doing its worst outside, but it’s not for everyone. NB James

It is a wonderful adventure, but it is worth reading up a lot about it before 
you decide to buy your own boat. Certainly hire one first. It is a cross 
between buying a house and car. Really, like a caravan. Watch out for 
serious stuff like rust, and try to test all things before committing 
yourself. Buy from a reputable dealer, broker or marina, a place that cares 
about boats. NB Willow

Visit the Crick Boat Show for a one on one with all the information Crick 
has to offer. Search the web, talk to friends and visit as many boats as 
you can to get an idea of what you really want from your boat. You need 
to view narrow boats, wide beams, barges and cruisers to find out what is 
really for you. You will know when you go on board if it feels home to you 
or not. We went for a wide beam because we enjoy the extra space. Buy a 
2nd hand boat first to see what you like and dislike about it before 
thinking about buying a new boat. NB Mischief

It is a major commitment, like marriage, and accordingly I would counsel 
any prospective boater to look well beyond the initial romantic attraction 
to the practical nuts and bolts, as well as the politics. Do not buy a cheap 
boat and expect to be able to do it up whilst living on it, and trying to 
earn a living at the same time.

Consider the politics. The politics of a liveaboards’ experience of whatever 
waterways or other authority their patch might be managed by will be as 
much of a determining factor in the quality of life afloat on the inland 



waterways, as all the enabling technologies put together. NB The 
Mothership

Be realistic, it is not always going to be a bed of roses. You have got to 
dig deep into Google to get specific answers as most sites will be quite 
vague with budgets and expenditure. This web site is what I used as the 
basis of all regular costs and I was then able to adjust accordingly like 
‘my boat is newer so better insulated’ etc. I will hopefully post my budget 
and actual costs soon but so far we are not too far out. Lois Jane

Look at lots before you buy and take a friend with more knowledge than 
you. What appeals in the summer may not be as functional in the winter. 
Make sure there’s plenty of storage for clothes as well as fuel. Consider a 
basic engine maintenance course if you’re not mechanically minded, at 
some point you will need to work on the engine – especially if you have 
an older boat. Work out all costs, it’s cheaper than a house to run but it’s 
not always cheap.

If you have a long term medical condition, think twice before buying. 
Being stranded alone is scary and dangerous. I have Crohn’s Disease, 
although very well controlled I don’t live aboard when it flares. You need 
to be very organised with drugs and prescriptions but it can work. NB 
Ghosties

Have a holiday on one first, not only in the summer when it looks idyllic, 
but also other seasons of the year. Read website articles like this one, talk 
to people who live on their boats. When we had our first boat we used to 
spend weekends on it and spent several Christmases on it through the 
snow, so we had a good idea what it was like in cold wet weather. NB 
Song of the Waterways

Look, look and look again. La Licorne

Do your research. Look at lots of boats (I looked at many over a four 
month period) you’ll get to know what you want – or more likely what you 
DONT want – type of stern, layout, old/new, a project or move straight 
on. Same as a house in that respect; indeed the top end can cost as 
much as a house. Consider how you will use the boat – static in a marina 
or lots of cruising – it makes a difference. Check out different moorings, 
noting access, facilities etc and bear in mind that the elements will have 
much more of an impact on your life.

Read up on it. There’s lots of info on the web; sites like this one and many 
more.



Talk or more importantly listen to people already living the life. You may 
already know or, as you trawl around boatyards and marinas in search of 
your ideal, get to know someone living aboard. Look inside their homes 
and see how they live, imagine if or how it could work for you and ask lots 
of questions. Most of us are ferociously proud of our particular set-up and 
will gladly pass on knowledge, hints, tips, pitfalls and so on. Learn from 
their experience/mistakes.

Ask them about the costs of mooring, licensing and maintenance; it will 
probably be quite an eye-opener. Life aboard isn’t necessarily a cheap 
option, unless you want to live very frugally and, whilst you can save on 
light and heat, maintenance is essential and can be costly, especially if 
you ignore it. It’s a harsh environment: metal will rust, wood will rot and 
mechanical things will break down. Fact. It helps if you are a hands on 
sort of person, prepared to work on the boat yourself or know someone 
who is and can.

When you find something you like the look/feel of, take a liveaboard 
friend to see it with you; they will soon spot how “sound” it is and how 
ready to live on. They’ll know if you’ll need to spend major money on 
equipment. Have the seller take you all for a chug on the water – your 
“advisor” will know what to look and listen for. Or, at the very least, have 
them give you a list of questions to ask and things to look out for. Older 
boats should have a full hull survey done.

Be prepared to lose lots of stuff before you move on board – transporting 
the contents of a 3 bedroom house onto a boat to sort at a later date 
won’t work. Let it go, you don’t need it all. (I found 26 sets of chopsticks 
when going through my kitchen before my move). Hello? It’s hard but 
essential and, in my case, very liberating. It’s also an ongoing task.

Above all, be honest with yourself and your other half. It’s a big step, 
which may be difficult to reverse, and not everyone’s cup of tea.
And if you do go ahead with it – let life aboard evolve. That’s the best bit 
of advice I was ever given – and it’s still evolving six years down the line. 
NB Hobo

I reckon you know if you want to live on a narrow boat. It is like 
everything else: If you really want to do it, you will find a way. NB 
Snowdrop

Try it first if you can but I know lots of people who have bought a boat to 
live on with no experience. NB Ouse Dunit



I would advise anyone thinking of living on a narrowboat to have two or 
three holidays aboard a hire boat to make sure they like it. I would advise 
them to make sure that one of those holidays is taken when the weather 
isn’t necessarily going to be fantastic because you need to know that you 
like it when the rain is slashing down and you can’t get outside without a 
sou’wester. They should try to look at the boat with an eye to living on it, 
fitting all they might need into cupboards and drawers, checking that 
electrics and battery systems are good enough to go 24 hours on just 
batteries. There’s nothing worse than waking up to find that the fridge 
has given up working because the batteries are completely flat (this 
happened to us more than once when we first got the boat because the 
last owner hadn’t a clue about battery care and meant we had to get four 
new house batteries) NB Tournesol

My advice to people considering living on a narrowboat would be to try it 
out. Take a boating holiday in mid-winter and decide if you could manage 
to put up with the cold, condensation, etc. Talk to as many boaters as 
possible to get an in-depth picture. And look at websites, like yours, Paul, 
which give superb advice and information. NB The Woodsman

Do your research first. (Of course the best way to do this is to get hold of 
my book!) NB The Watchman

Be prepared to step back in time. It’s no good thinking you can watch tele 
all day or leave everything on charge/standby. Summers can be very hot 
with plenty of flying creatures – you are on the water! Winters can be 
very cold – though the fire is really cosy, go too far from it and it will be 
cold, rather like living in an old house in the 50′s with no central heating. 
Life is a lot easier in a marina, if you can find one that will allow 
liveaboards. But, I would recommend constant cruising – you will really 
get to know people out there. Be prepared to do without ‘stuff’. If you’re 
moving from a house – give things away. Don’t feel tempted to store – it’ll 
cost a fortune, and you may never need it again. When we moved on 
board, our local charity shops did very well out of us – boxes and boxes of 
books, ornaments etc. NB Far Star

Try before you buy, hire in winter if you are going to live aboard all the 
year round. If you think that living aboard it a cheap form of 
accommodation – think again. Bricks and mortar appreciate in value – 
boats depreciate. NB Rose of Arden

Have at least one week’s holiday, preferably 2 or 3 holidays over a couple 
of years to gain experience. One soon knows what the best layout is, how 



many you want to be able to sleep and other important basic things. This 
cannot be gained any other way. It is wise to do this before a large 
investment is made. If you still like the idea – then go for it ASAP – Life is 
for real, when it’s gone, it’s gone and you never know when (Or if) your 
health will last. It’s no good saying,(When it’s too late), “If only I had 
done this earlier” NB Pengalanty

Do lots of research, talk to lots of liveaboards. Buy the biggest boat you 
can afford. Think about what you will do with all the contents of your 
house if you are downsizing. Are you prepared to get rid of lots of 
possessions? You won’t be able to have much on a boat. NB Osprey

Do your homework / research in depth & if you’re not sure about 
something, say no. If you are sure, have a survey done before any money 
changes hands. Or find & friendly boater with experience to share. 
Widebeam Takey Tezey

Think carefully about what you want from it.  NB Lyra

Don’t keep what you really don’t need, there isn’t the space! NB Olive 
Rose

Conclusion

Funding your dream narrowboat is the first hurdle to overcome. You can’t 
secure a mortgage for a narrowboat. You can extend the mortgage on 
your current property to fund the purchase but then you’re saddled with a 
larger mortgage and higher monthly repayments and the need to earn 
more money to pay them.

Selling a property to release equity is a more practical and arguably a 
more sensible option. Some boaters have used an inheritance or 
redundancy to fund the purchase of their boats. Most case study boaters 
spent many years building savings or equity in a property in order to fund 
their narrowboats.

Living on a narrowboat isn’t for everyone. Far more effort is needed to 
satisfy the basic requirements for a reasonably comfortable life than it is 



in a house. Utilities come in bags and bottles. Bags of coal weigh 20-
25kg. A standard 13kg propane cylinder weighs about the same. Water 
tanks can usually be filled via a hosepipe from a nearby tap. But, in 
extreme weather, if the nearby taps are frozen and your boat is frozen to 
the mooring, you may have to lug 20 or 25 litre containers from the 
nearest available supply to your boat. These containers also weigh about 
the same as a bag of coal.

Living on a towpath mooring during wet weather can be a challenge as 
well, especially if you have a dog or two. Towpaths quickly become muddy 
when wet. Muddy paws and boots and narrowboat carpets don’t go well 
together.

And then there’s the cost

The cost of living on a narrowboat is probably more than you would 
expect. There are liveaboard boat owners who live on their boats cheaply, 
but sometimes at the expense of doing so legally and in comfort. License 
and mooring fees and propulsion and heating fuel are your major boating 
expenses. Long term maintenance costs can also be considerable. Exterior 
paintwork needs to be kept in good condition to prevent the steel from 
rusting so regular painting and blacking needs to be considered. Please 
read Living on a Narrowboat: The REAL Cost of a Life Afloat to determine 
how much your new lifestyle is going to cost.

Another major factor to consider is the space you have at your disposal 
compared with the space you’re used to in a house. My own boat has a 
47’ long cabin on a 62’ long boat. The boat’s exterior width, as with any 
other narrowboat, is just 6’10” at the widest point just below the gunnel. 
The interior width is narrower by the thickness of the steel and cladding 
below the gunnel and further reduced by the width of the gunnel above. 
James at the widest point inside is just 6’. That gives me a total living 
space of just 282 square feet, including the engine room. 

The kitchen my old house was 14’ x 12’. The utility room was 8’ x 6’ The 
total for both 232 square feet. My lounge was 30’ x 15’ or 450 square feet

On the boat, in a space slightly larger than my old kitchen and utility 
room and just over half the size of my lounge, Sally and I plus two dogs 
have to live along with all of our possessions.

Walk through your house and look at what you have in each room. Take 
into consideration everything that would go with you if you moved house. 

http://products.livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/


If you move onto a narrowboat, you’ll have to either take this with you, 
put it into storage, or dispose of it. Most of it won’t fit on the boat.

All of your furniture will need to go, everything from your garden, 
greenhouse, shed and loft. There won’t be space for all of your clothes 
and shoes. Desktop PCs take up to much space. You’ll have to use a 
laptop or tablet instead. There’s very little room for your books, CDs or 
DVDS. You’ll need to go digital. Invest in an eReader and convert your 
music to digital files.

You’ll have to think very carefully about what cooking utensils you’re 
going to take with you, how you’re going to store them, and whether 
you’re going to have enough power on board to make them work.

Space and its effective use is a major consideration when you live on a 
narrowboat, and so is keeping warm. If your narrowboat is longer than 
50’ a solid fuel stove will struggle to keep all of your boat warm. 

I’ve heard many boaters say that all you need to heat a boat is a solid 
fuel stove. That’s not true. There are a number of variables you have to 
consider; there’s the heat output of the stove and, very importantly, its 
position. A stove positioned in the centre of the boat has a better chance 
of heating all of the cabin space rather than the traditional placement at 
the front. The boat’s internal layout will also determine how much of the 
boat stays warm. If your boat, like mine, has obstructions such as doors 
preventing the heat from circulating, sections will remain cold regardless 
of the heat generated by the stove. 

You should have a solid fuel stove as a failsafe alternative to other heating 
systems but if you want to make sure that all of your boat is toasty in the 
depths of the winter, you need to have a secondary heating system. 
Consider diesel rather than gas. Gas is prohibitively expensive as many 
buyers of ex hire boats find out very quickly. There are many good diesel 
systems available but maybe consider buying a narrowboat with a 
batman’s cabin at the rear fitted with a boatman’s stove. Don’t even think 
about electric heaters.

Your mains appliances and the power to run them need careful 
consideration. You shouldn’t try to run electric heaters from your boat’s 
inverter. Inverters don’t cope well with the constant demand from power 
hungry appliances like electric heaters. Electric heaters are OK to use if 
you’re connected constantly to a shore supply or if you run them from an 
on board generator.



Many of the case study liveaboards have washing machines on board. 
Washing machines save you the inconvenience of finding and then using 
launderettes in towns and cities along your route. Launderettes are the 
cheaper option but not everyone wants to lug heavy bags of dirty washing 
miles through unfamiliar streets to a launderette which may or may not 
provide a decent washing and drying service.

If you decide to fit a washing machine, you’ll need plenty of power to run 
it. You’ll need either one of the more powerful inverters or a generator or 
Travelpower which provides you with mains electricity while the engine is 
running. Here’s a little about Travelpower from NB Belle and here’s an 
excellent article from the site about narrowboat electrics.

Toilet choice was an important consideration for many of our liveaboards. 
Cassette toilets are messier to use, require quite a lot of physical effort to 
empty them (my own cassette weighs 21kg when full) and have to be 
emptied quite often, but they are free to empty and can still be emptied 
when your boat is stuck fast in the ice. Many boaters have both cassette 
and pump out toilet on board to cover all eventualities.

Some liveaboards use a cassette toilet for liquid waste and the pump out 
toilet for solids so that they can stay longer on an idyllic mooring. They 
empty their liquid cassette waste wherever they’re moored which is OK if 
they’re using a bio toilet solution but not so good if there are chemicals 
involved.

Emptying a toilet cassette was some boaters’ least favourite aspect of life 
afloat. The least and most liked aspect of living on board sections 
produced some interesting but diverse answers. There is nothing really 
that all boaters see as a problem. One boater’s problem is another’s minor 
irritation. The most enjoyed aspects of life afloat however displayed a 
pretty much universal like for the lifestyle’s peace, tranquillity, freedom 
and an appreciation for the community spirit among boaters.

Please forgive me if I’ve painted rather a gloomy picture in this section. 
Life on a narrowboat can be a challenge, so you need to be aware of the 
problems you’re likely to face if you’re considering the lifestyle. Having 
said that, I really wouldn’t want to go back to a bricks and mortar home 
now.

Even in the depths of winter, I love living on James. There’s nothing better 
than lying in bed when the wind howls and the rain patters on the roof. I 
love standing in the galley cooking or waiting for the kettle to boil while I 

https://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/living-on-a-narrowboat-articles/narrowboat-electrics-part-1-batteries/
https://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/living-on-a-narrowboat-articles/narrowboat-electrics-part-1-batteries/
http://www.wellscargo.co.uk/blog/?p=382


watch life on the water outside; regal swans, amorous mallards, comic 
coots and the occasional colourful kingfisher.

For a year I commuted from my home in Warwickshire to north London. I 
spent three hours a day, five days a week, stuck in a car in heavy traffic. 
These days my commute is a five minute walk along a grassy bank 
overlooking the marina. These days, instead of slumping in front of the 
television after an exhausting and frustrating ninety minute drive along 
the M40, I sit reading and relaxing in front of a roaring fire in the winter, 
or reading and relaxing on the front deck in the sunshine in the summer.

And if the stunning view from my front deck becomes a little too familiar, 
I can untie two ropes, start the engine and take my home with me to 
another equally beautiful spot. Maybe I’ll see you there!

“All our dreams can come true; if we have the courage to pursue them.” 
Walt Disney

SAMPLE: Living on a Narrowboat: The REAL Cost of a 
Life Afloat

This guide, 21 Liveaboard Case Studies, has hopefully given you more of 
an idea about life afloat and whether it’s something that you would enjoy 
but, before you scour the boatyards of England and Wales, you need to 
make sure that narrowboat ownership is something you can afford.

Many would be boat owners think of life on a narrowboat as a low cost 
alternative to owning and maintaining a bricks and mortar home. Many 
are surprised when they discover the real cost of narrowboat ownership.



Utility Costs

So far we've discussed the costs associated with buying your boat, 
mooring, taxing and insuring it. Now we'll look at your utility costs. In 
addition to gas, electricity and water, I've also added broadband, 
telephone and propulsion fuel.

Specific Costs Incurred By Me On Narrowboat James

The costs detailed below are real costs. Every narrowboat related expense 
has been recorded by me since moving aboard James. Each narrowboat’s 
day to day running costs will vary depending on the boat’s age, condition 
and equipment on board and equipment usage so let me tell you a little 
about James.

In boating terms, James is an old girl. Built in 1975 with a steel hull and 
composite top, she’s 62’ long and has seen better days. James hadn’t 
been used more than two or three times in the previous ten years before 
I started to live on board full time in April 2010. Consequently she was in 
need of some TLC and was very damp.

Because she hadn’t been used or maintained for such a long time, the 
windows and roof vents leaked and there was water seeping into the boat 
through the skin. The solid fuel stove (which heats four radiators along 
one side), had a cracked glass plate and leaked around the flue.

All of the above meant that keeping warm and dry was a challenge. The 
stove was refurbished and the windows and roof vents sealed shortly after 
I moved on board. However, there were still leaks through the roof 
channelling water behind the cladding which ended up under the floor of 
the rear cabin. Consequently I needed to run a dehumidifier pretty much 
full time to combat the damp.

As I said, every boat has differing factors which will impact on the running 
and maintenance costs. In addition to the boat’s age and the condition, 
the type of equipment used and how much it is used will also play a part.

James' Heating

Whoever designed the heating on James liked to cover all available 
options. In addition to the solid fuel stove, there are three radiators fed 
by the stove’s back boiler plus gas heaters and an electric radiator. I don’t 



use the gas heaters now but I’ve bought two Dimplex Coldwatcher 500 
heaters to keep the chill at bay on spring and autumn mornings and 
evenings. 

There is a Paloma gas powered water heater which supplies an unlimited 
amount of scalding hot water.

 Cooking

The hob, oven and grill are all gas and are powered by two 13kg Propane 
cylinders. The two cylinders do me for about two months. The current 
cost (August 2012) is £27 per 13kg cylinder.

Lifestyle

How much time you spend on board will have a direct impact on your fuel 
consumption, as will your eating and cooking habits. The costs I have 
listed below are based on the following…

On Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday I get up 
at 05:15, shower, have a quick breakfast of tea and toast and work on the 
web site until 07:30. 

From October until March the stove is burning coal twenty four hours a 
day, seven days a week. Overnight and when I’m away from the boat I 
have the stove turned down as low as possible to ensure that it’s still 
alight when I wake up/return. The maximum period that the stove will 
stay alight is between ten and eleven hours. My stove is quite old and not 
terribly efficient. The Morso Squirrel, generally believed to be one of the 
best solid fuel stoves on the market, will stay alight for several days.

I come back to the boat for lunch and a cup of coffee, then return after 
work just after 5:30 and generally stay there for the evening.

I use the gas for a shower every day, three or four kettle boils, toast in 
the morning, grilled meat or fish four times a week and a roast of some 
kind once a week. I don’t ever use the gas fires because they produce 
“wet” heat which contributes to the damp.

My electricity is provided via a metered shore supply which charges the 
boat batteries for lighting. The shore power also allows me to charge my 
laptop/phone/electric razor, listen to the radio (I don’t have a television), 



power two Dimplex Coldwatcher 500w heaters (on all the time) and run a 
620w dehumidifier for two hours a day.

Solid Fuel Costs

Your stove will burn either wood or coal. Personally, I steer clear of 
wood. It’s more bulky than coal so needs more storage space than I 
have available. My stove is also on the small side so I would struggle to 
fit logs in.

I use coal. I’ve tried a number of different brands and types but the 
ones I’ve stuck with is Pureheat. Pureheat is a manufactured smokeless 
fuel sold in 25kg bags of goose egg sized ovals. Pureheat produces 
more heat than wood or house coal, burns away to a powder so doesn’t 
clog up the grate (and put the fire out) and is less messy. A bag of 
Pureheat usually lasts me just under three days although in December 
2010 with so many sub-zero days and ridiculously cold nights, I was 
using a bag every two days. The cheapest supplier I can find charges 
£9.50 a bag.

Diesel & Gas Heating

There is a gas heating system installed on James. I don't use it. Gas 
heating is prohibitively expensive. In November 2011 I stayed on one 
of our hire boats for ten days while James had a new steel cabin fitted. 
The hire boat had gas heating. In ten days the boat used one and a 
half 19kg cylinders at a cost of roughly £60. Gas heating produces what 
is known as "wet heat" which increases condensation on the boat.

Most live aboard narrowboats have a solid fuel stove as their primary 
heating system. There are no moving parts to let you down so they are 
extremely reliable. Solid fuel stoves aren't quick or easy to control 
though. There are many times during the year when you need heat on 
the boat just for an hour or two. 

During the spring and autumn if you're unfortunate enough to still have 
to go out to earn a crust, you'll want some heating on when you get up 
and maybe for an hour or two in the evening when you return to your 
boat. Your solid fuel stove will take an hour or two before it generates 
any heat then, just as you leave for the day, the temperature will have 
reached an acceptable level. Then, while you're out, your stove will be 
overheating an empty boat. It's not very practical and is a waste of 



money. The solution is to have a backup diesel heating system.

One of the best diesel systems on the market is manufactured by 
Mikuni. All diesel heating systems have the potential to fail more often 
than your solid fuel stove because they have moving parts where your 
stove has none. However, the Mikuni systems are more robust than 
most. They are the heating system of choice in the much respected 
Steve Hudson narrowboats.  There's more information about their 
narrowboat heaters on their web site and on the Living On A 
Narrowboat Forum.

Gas Usage

My gas consumption has remained pretty steady over the last two 
years. I only use gas for cooking and to supply hot water for dish and 
body washing so the cold weather doesn’t alter the amount I use. One 
13kg cylinder lasts me a month and costs about £27

Electricity Costs

My electricity use fluctuates with the seasons. I have to rely on two 
500w heaters and a 650w dehumidifier when the weather is cold and/or 
damp.  

Update 17th March 2012

I finished writing the original post for the web site in February 2011. I 
reviewed the figures in March 2012. I thought it would be a useful 
exercise to see if the figures had changed after the second year of 
living aboard.

When I moved onto James, the boat was cold and damp in all but the 
warmest weather. The damp was due to water seeping, sometimes 
pouring, through the four joins in the roof and then dripping through 
the internal cladding in heavy rain. 

The plywood cabin sides had also seen better days. James is moored 
broadside on to the prevailing south-westerly wind so on the port 
(weather) side of the boat the ply had deteriorated so much that water 
leaked through the window surrounds in wet and windy conditions.

I didn’t want to replace the cabin because James is very well fitted 
inside with Parana pine cladding and plenty of cupboards and shelves. 

http://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/forum/living-on-a-narrowboat/heating/
http://livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/forum/living-on-a-narrowboat/heating/
http://www.mikuniheating.com/HotWater_Narrowboat.cfm


The best solution then was to over plate the existing cabin with 4mm 
steel. While the work was being done by local boat builder Reeves, I 
took the opportunity to fit a layer of one inch polystyrene between the 
existing masonite and the new steel.

The work was completed in early November and what a difference it 
has made. The new steel means that James is now totally waterproof 
and the additional insulation has made a huge difference to the boat’s 
heat retention. And the boat is now more secure too. In addition to the 
roof and sides, new rear, side and front doors and new rear and side 
hatches were fitted. The new steel side hatches replaced the old deck 
board hatches that could just be lifted off (locked or not) to gain access 
to the boat.

I was very pleased with the work, and very pleased with the price. 
James has been given an aesthetically pleasing new cabin for just 
£6,500 + VAT. Of course, that wasn’t the total cost. James had to be 
lifted out of the water and transported eight miles to Reeves in Bishops 
Itchington about eight miles from the marina. The transport cost a 
staggering £550 each way.

There was also a fair amount of preparation and post fitting remedial 
work that needed doing. All of the windows, the roof vents, chimney, 
navigation lights and headlight had to be removed prior to the work 
and then refitted to the new steel cabin when James returned. After the 
new steel was added, there was then a 2″ gap between where the 
windows had fitted into the Masonite cabin originally and where they 
ended up in the new steel cabin. Roger, our carpenter, did a fantastic 
job fitting a hardwood surround to all ten windows to bridge the gap.

Fuel Costs

From September 2010 to February 2011 I spent £643.48 on coal. The 
expenditure was before the I had the cabin over plated and during one 
of the worst winters on record when, even with the stove operating at 
maximum capacity, I often had to resort to wearing a hat and two thick 
fleeces when I was working in my “office” twenty feet away from the 
fire.

The following winter was much milder. I think that there were no more 
than 15-20 nights when the night-time temperature was below 
freezing. Milder temperatures, no damp and more insulation around the 



cabin had an impact on my coal use. From September 2011 to February 
2012 I spent £292.09

My gas consumption has remained pretty much the same throughout 
my time on board. In the first year I spent £163.16. The second year 
was £194.14. The increase was due partly to the increase in the price 
of gas but more because of my increased use. 

My partner Sally is now spending most of her time on the boat. She 
wasn’t even sure what a narrowboat was before she met me. She liked 
her clothes and had dozens of pairs of shoes, pairs of designer jeans 
and expensive handbags. Now she’s supremely happy traipsing along 
the towpath in her scruffiest jeans and wellies with her two spaniels 
Charlie and Daisy. Anyway, I digress. The increase in use is due to her 
having a shower twice a day.

My electricity costs were down in the second year too. I spent £520 in 
year one and £345 in year two. I use far too much electricity. Our 
carpenter, Roger, lives on board a similar length narrowboat to me and 
uses just £5 a month to light his two table lamps. I don’t yet have an 
inverter so I am totally reliant on my connection to the marina supply 
for any mains appliances. 

I don’t have a secondary heating system on the boat either so, when 
the weather is too warm to have the coal fire burning but to cold not to 
have any heating at all, I have to use my two Dimplex 500w heaters.

I have an electric radiator in my bedroom at the rear of the boat. I used 
to leave it on all the time but over the last six months I have been turning 
it on just for an hour or two before I go to bed. I have also stopped using 
the dehumidifier now that the boat is no longer damp. That’s been a 
significant saving on electricity.

You can download the full version of Living on a Narrowboat: The REAL 
Cost of a Life Afloat here in both Kindle and PDF formats here.

http://products.livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/
http://products.livingonanarrowboat.co.uk/
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	Here’s another case study of a couple living in harmony together… on separate boats. John and Lowrie offer an outstanding example of what you can do if you can’t find a decent residential mooring. In this case they built one of their own.

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Lois-Jane
	James and Debbie are the wrong side of forty. They have decided to enjoy a belated gap year cruising the inland waterways of England and Wales. Will the gap year last more than a year and can you forgive James for being an estate agent?

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Ghosties
	Rachel isn’t your typical liveaboard narrowboat owner but I thought I would include her case study for those of you who are worried about making a sudden switch from bricks and mortar to steel and water. Rachel splits her time between her cottage and her narrowboat on the Thames.

	A Case Study of Liveaboard Narrowboat Song of the Waterways
	Living on a narrowboat named by a folk singer, watching sunrises and sunsets and practicing a bit of canal side crafting; it’s a simple life for Christine and Anton. Would it suit you?

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat La Licorne
	Mike and Judith Annan love travelling. After nearly a decade touring the world in their Mercedes motor home, they’ve now started to explore the canal network in a floating motor home. Now there’s a lifestyle to envy!

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Blue Moon
	Mike Barrett cruises the waterways using his narrowboat as a floating office. The canal’s tranquillity enhances his creative spirit for the work he does as a graphic artist. His blog reflects his desire to design. I love it!

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat HOBO
	Annie is a freelance writer. John is a farmer. Annie works from her boat. John has to commute to work… by light aircraft. He makes me feel quite embarrassed about my daily three minute journey to my “office”

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Snowdrop
	Toni writes children’s stories as she cruises the network with her ex husband Allan. She doesn’t share the same boat with him though. They have one each; Toni on Snowdrop and Allan on Pengalanty

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Ouse Dunit
	Paul and Helen Newby only live on their narrowboat for six months of the year but they certainly put in the miles. One thousand of them actually AND 600 locks. That’s some serious cruising!

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Tournesol
	Early retirement in 1999, nine months cruising in the UK and then ten years living in France. But for the last eighteen months Anne and Keith have been back in the UK cruising the canal network on their narrowboat.

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat The Woodsman
	Pauline is the second narrowboat owner featured in the case study section who has a partner who also owns and lives on a narrowboat. Is this a growing trend and a solution to the lack of space on a narrowboat?

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat The Watchman
	Tony Jones is a freelance writer living on and working full time from his narrowboat “The Watchman”. Tony’s book “The Liveaboard Guide” will be released later this month. The nature of Tony’s work allows him the flexibility to enjoy a nomadic lifestyle that is usually only practical for retirees. I’m just a tiny bit jealous!

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Far Star
	Meet Jan, her partner Ian and Pepper the blue merle border collie (I don’t know what kind of dog that is but it sounds posh). Jan, like many liveaboards, has forsaken her stressful full time job to lead a life of tranquillity while she paints canal artwork and does a little gardening in the warmer months. Not a bad life, is it?

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Rose Of Arden
	With a double redundancy payment to fund their boat, Mike and Mags are enjoying their life in the slow lane. They cruise for the nine months of more pleasant English weather before escaping the ice and snow for a few winter months abroad. Come on Mike, you’re missing out on one of the great pleasures of living on board; sitting in front of a roaring stove while the weather does its worst outside!

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Pengalanty
	I knew Allan’s case study was going to make an interesting read when he said, “I was working full time until I was 77 when doing two or three jobs became a bit much for me.” – And then he mentioned that he cruises with his ex wife who also has her own narrowboat! Enjoy your retirement Allan!

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Osprey
	One still working and one retired. How does that work? Narrowboat liveaboards Alice and Phil Rosser give you their take on life afloat from their floating home on the Lancaster canal.

	Case Study Of Liveaboard Wide Beam Takey Tezey
	Heth and Dave are a little larger than your average narrowboaters… or at least their boat is. They own a wide beam and it’s a beauty. They came close to missing out though but good old Lady Luck was smiling…

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat The Cat’s Whiskers
	Here’s a twist to the liveaboard case study. Roger and Pat aren’t yet full time liveaboards because their boat is still under construction. If you’re thinking about having your own narrowboat built, you need to read about their experience to date.

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Lyra
	Here’s another Q & A session with boaters living afloat full time. Isn’t this the retirement that most people can only dream about? Bob and Cath Hawkins think it is.

	A Case Study Of Liveaboard Narrowboat Olive Rose
	Meet the married couple living aboard with a pair of cats. Lina has been living on boats now for the last decade and a half... and she’s still only forty two!
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