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Introduction

Hello and welcome to Narrowbudget. Whether you’re using the Standard 
or the Gold edition of the application, you’re about to find out a great deal 
more about the true cost of owning and maintaining a narrowboat.

Many potential narrowboat owners imagine that owning a floating home is 
a low cost alternative to owning and maintaining a house. While your 
boat’s purchase cost is likely to be much less than a home on dry land, 
the running costs are not.

Since I created livingonanarrowboat.co.uk in April 2010, I’ve received a 
steady stream of emails asking me about the costs involved. Some 
potential liveaboards have told me that they’ve heard that it’s possible to 
live comfortably on the cut on benefits. It’s not. Those who manage to 
live on a boat on this level of income are invariably illegally moored and 
unlicensed.

Living on a narrowboat is likely to cost you more than you imagined and 
is much harder work than living in a house. Despite the cost and the extra 
work, personally, I wouldn't have it any other way. 

I sincerely hope that by using this application to find out the real costs of 
a life afloat, you'll have the confidence to move forward with your plans 
and join the boating community.
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Launching the Application

You can open both the Standard and the Gold versions of Narrowbudget 
from here. You’ve found the page already because the download link for 
Quick Start Guide is on the same page. What you see on the page will 
depend upon whether or not you’re logged in and whether you’ve 
upgraded to Narrowbudget Gold

Not logged in

If you haven’t logged in to the site you will only see a short paragraph of 
introductory text and links to either register or log in (See below). Here 
are the links shown below...

Log in

Find out more about Narrowbudget and register

Logged in as a free site subscriber

If you’ve logged in as a site subscriber, you will see a link to Narrowboat 
Standard (See below)
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Logged in as Narrowbudget Gold user
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If you have purchased the Narrowbudget Gold upgrade, you use the same 
login form email address and password as you would to log in as a free 
site subscriber but you will see the following links...

Click on the link to either the Gold or Standard version to launch the 
application.

First View Standard
This is the first page you will see when you open the Narrowbudget 
Standard. There is an option to upgrade to Narrowboat Gold where you 
can create and save an unlimited number of new workbooks and open a 
workbook based on the actual expenses for my own boat James for 2012.
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First View Gold

Narrowbudget Gold users have access to a supplied workbook NB James. 
The NB James workbook is a summary of all my purchases for my own 
boat during 2012. It displays the exact amount that I have had to pay to 
live on board for a full year. 
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Type a name for your own data in the field to the left of Choose, click on 
the down arrow immediately to the right of Choose and then either select 
NB James or Empty Workbook (if you want to start adding your own data 
immediately). I suggest that you load the NB James workbook initially so 
that you can see what the Dashboard display looks like with a full set of 
data. You can delete any of your workbooks whenever you like.)

Saving Data - Gold
Once you've created your new workbook, you'll be directed to the first tab 
Income. You will see the name of the workbook you have open at the top 
of each tab, Working with “My New Workbook”. Narrowbudget saves your 
data each time you move from one tab to another so please ensure that 
you click on another tab after entering data to ensure that the data is 
saved.

Saving Data – Standard
You can't save data in Narrowbudget Standard. If you want to save data 
you will need to upgrade to Narrowbudget Gold.

Entering Data – Standard & Gold
If you've started off with an empty workbook you will of course need to 
add data to each of the sections in order to display meaningful results in 
the Dashboard charts. In the Standard version you will compile data 
through your own research. If you are using the Gold edition you will be 
able to refer to the two guides as well as the Narrowbudget Cheat Sheet 
which gives a summary of the purchases I made in 2012 for my own boat 
James as well as more in depth information about the summary totals for 
each category. In both Standard and Gold editions, there are guide notes 
displayed on the right had side of each screen.

The first tab is Income. In this section you can enter both any capital you 
have available to buy your boat and all monthly income that you will have 
available to you after you've bought your boat. If you receive income 
throughout the year that isn't monthly, calculate the average of that 
income over a twelve month period so that you can enter it here.

The following five tabs (Boat, Mooring, Diesel, Utilities & Repairs) are 
expenses that are specific to your boat. The two after that (House & Car) 
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are categories that you may need to complete in order to give a complete 
picture of your total expenses. For example, you may not want to live on 
your boat, so you will also have the costs of running your house to 
consider. You may also want to calculate the cost of running a car or two 
while you are living on your boat. Most static liveaboards have cars. Some 
continuous cruisers do too.

The Day-To-Day tab is for items of expenditure that aren't directly 
associated with boat ownership but which you will still incur when you're 
living on board (e.g. food, clothing, doctor, dentist and optician, alcohol 
and tobacco).

The last tab before the Dashboard is My Expenses. In this section you can 
add any expense item that is relevant to you but which is missing from 
any of the preceding sections. If there is an expense item missing that 
you think all boaters will incur, please let me know.

Dashboard – Standard & Gold

Income & Expenses Summary

This is it! Here's where you find out whether your can afford to buy and 
maintain your dream narrowboat. There are three sections to the 
Dashboard. The first section, the Income & Expenses Summary deducts 
your total expenditure from your total income. The first of the images 
below shows that expenditure is greater than income. The deficit is 
displayed in red above a message, You cannot afford this lifestyle, your 
expenditure exceeds your income.

If I leave all other data unchanged but go back to the income tab and 
increase my monthly income to £2,000, then return to the Dashboard I 
will see the following...
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The summary now shows a surplus and a message, You can afford this 
lifestyle, your income exceeds your expenditure.

Monthly Income & Expenses

This chart displays your total income and expenses each month. The grey 
bars represent your income, the yellow show your expenses. The blue line 
shows your nett surplus/deficit as the year progresses. If you move your 
mouse over the white circles within the blue line, you will see the actual 
surplus/deficit. You can see from the image below that each month 
expenditure exceeds income. In this scenario, the lifestyle isn't possible.

I've just been back to the income tab and increased my income to £2,000 
a month. The chart below shows what a difference this makes. I can now 
afford the lifestyle! The blue line for each month is above zero.
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There is another chart to the right of the monthly totals displaying the 
total expenditure for each month. If you click on the monthly expense 
(yellow) bars on the left, the category totals will be displayed on the right. 
If you then move your mouse over the categories in the right hand chart, 
the sub category totals for each category will be displayed (see below).

Annual Expenses
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This chart is a summary of your expenses for each category by year 
rather than by month. If you click on the category bar on the left hand 
side, the total for that category for the year is displayed and the category 
subtotals are displayed on the right hand side.

Boat Purchase

This is the last section in the Dashboard. The Capital Available figure is 
taken from the Capital section of the Income tab and the Boat Loan figure 
is taken from the Boat Loan section of the Boat tab to display the total 
money you have to buy your boat. The boat and associated costs are 
deducted from the total to display either a surplus or a deficit.

That's it! I hope you find the application useful. If you think there's 
something either missing or not quite right, please let me know and, if 
you think the application's the best thing since sliced bread, please let me 
know too.

Narrowbudget Feedback
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